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ABSTRACT
The purpose o f  t h i s  s tudy  i s  to  p re se n t an e d ited  t r a n s c r ip t io n  
o f a te n -y e a r  p o r tio n  o f th e  l e t t e r  book o f  John C u stis  IV ( 1678-  
1749) o f W illiam sburg, a w ealthy p la n te r  and member o f th e  V irg in ia  
governor*s co u n c il (1727-1749)•
S ix ty -o n e  l e t t e r s  were reco rd ed  by C u s tis  between 1724 and 1734. 
They were add ressed  to  such in d iv id u a ls  as  James B la i r ,  W illiam  Byrd I I ,  
Mark Catesby, Mrs. Hugh D rysdale , R ichard F itz w illia m , C harles Higgs, 
Hugh Howard, Lyonel Lyde, Dunbar P arke, Mrs. G ilb e r t  Pepper, and 
M icajah P e rry . The l e t t e r s  la rg e ly  concern h is  b u sin ess  a f f a i r s  in  
s e l l in g  h is  tobacco on consignment w ith  m erchants in  London, B r i s to l ,  
and Glasgow.
His comments on th e  tobacco in sp e c tio n  a c t  o f 1730 > which had 
been promoted by Governor W illiam  Gooch, a re  p a r t ic u la r ly  notew orthy 
f o r  s tu d e n ts  o f th e  B r i t i s h  c o lo n ia l  commercial system.
The l e t t e r s  a lso  d ea l w ith  a  law s u i t  a g a in s t C u stis  as th e  
h o ld e r o f th e  V irg in ia  e s ta te  o f  D aniel Parke I I ,  h is  fa th e r - in - la w .
The l e t t e r  book i s  preceded by a d e s c r ip t iv e  in tro d u c tio n  and 
a b io g ra p h ic a l ske tch  o f John C u s tis  th a t  seeks to  show how th e  
c o n te n ts  o f th e  l e t t e r  book sheds new l i g h t  on th e  man, who i s  rem­
embered p r im a r ily  f o r  h is  unusual tom bstone lo c a te d  on V ir g in ia 's  
E hstern  Shore.
v
THE JOHN CUSTIS LETTER BOOK 
1724 to  1734
INTRODUCTION
The l e t t e r  "book o f John C u s tis  of W illiam sburg covers th e  years  
1717 th rough  1742, d u rin g  which tim e C u stis  recorded  a t o t a l  of some 
145 l e t t e r s .  The s ix ty -o n e  l e t t e r s  f o r  th e  te n  years from 1724 to  
1734 a re  t r a n s c r ib e d  and e d ite d  h e re . They re p re se n t C u s tis* s  m ature 
y ears  from th e  age o f 46 to  5 6 . Most o f th e  l e t t e r s  from t h i s  p e rio d  
have no t been p re v io u s ly  p u b lish ed . His l e t t e r s  to  W illiam  Byrd I I ,  h is  
b ro th e r- in - la w , a re  in c lu d ed  in  th e  re c e n t p u b lic a tio n  o f The C o rres­
pondence o f th e  Three W illiam  Byrds o f W estover, V irg in ia , 1684-1776,__
e d ited  by Marion T in l in g , and h is  ex ten siv e  correspondence w ith  P e te r  
C o llin so n , who was devoted to  promoting botany and h o r t ic u l tu r e ,  was 
p u b lish ed  over tw enty y e a rs 'a g o  in  E. G. Swem's B ro th e rs- o f th e  Spade: 
Correspondence o f P e te r  C o llin so n , o f  London, and o f John C u s t is , o f  
W illiam sburg , V ir g in ia , 1734-1746.
The l e t t e r s  C u s tis  reco rd ed  from 1724 to  173^ show h is  in v o lv e ­
ment in  th e  p o l i t i c a l  l i f e  o f  th e  colony bu t a re  perhaps more impor­
ta n t  f o r  what they  re v e a l about th e  economic concerns o f a w ealthy 
p la n te r  who owned thousands o f a c re s  of lan d  and two hundred s la v e s . 
C u stis  re p re s e n ts  th e  t h i r d  g en e ra tio n  o f h is  fam ily  to  be su c c e ss fu l 
enough in  V irg in ia  to  win a p la c e  on th e  c o lo n ia l g o v e rn o r 's  c o u n c il.
And h is  s e lf -c o n f id e n c e  i s  ev id en t in  th e  tone  of h is  l e t t e r s ,  a lthough  
he observes th e  custom ary e ig h te e n th -c e n tu ry  forms o f p o l i te n e s s .
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3E x a ctly  which l e t t e r s  C u s t is  ch o o se  to  rec o rd  i s  an in t e r e s t in g  
q u e s t io n . The l e t t e r  "book d oes n o t r e p r e se n t  a l l  o f  h is  l e t t e r s .
Ehrl Greg Swem found th a t  C o llin so n  n o ted  r e c e iv in g  a t  l e a s t  one 
more l e t t e r  than C u s t is  reco rd ed , and W illiam  Byrd m entioned in  h is  
d ia r i e s  r e c e iv in g  l e t t e r s  from C u s t is  th a t  a r e  n o t found in  th e  l e t t e r  
hook. In  th e  l e t t e r s  p resen ted  h e r e , C u s t is  m entions to  h i s  merchant 
M icajah P erry  th a t  he had a lr ea d y  s e n t  two o th e r  l e t t e r s ,  h u t no o th e r  
l e t t e r s  to  P erry  a r e  record ed  f o r  th a t  y e a r . C u s t is  may w e ll  have had 
o th e r  l e t t e r  hooks, f o r  w h ile  t h i s  one c o n ta in s  p r im a r ily  b u s in e ss  
co rresp on d en ce , th e r e  a r e  no l e t t e r s  o f  in s t r u c t io n s  to  h is  o v e r se e r s  
o r  to  th e  many men to  whom he lo a n ed  c o n s id e r a b le  sums o f  money. The 
hook d o e s , however, seem to  c o n ta in  o n ly  l e t t e r s  w r it te n  to  c o r r e s ­
pondents o v e r se a s ;  th u s  h is  l e t t e r s  to  W illiam  Byrd in  H igland are  
p reserv e d  here^ as a r e  l e t t e r s  to  C om m issary B la i r  and R ichard F i t z -  — 
w ill ia m  when th e y  t r a v e le d  to  Ehgland.
The. .p h y s ic a l s u r v iv a l o f  th e  l e t t e r  hook was. guaranteed  when 
C u s t is  reco rd ed  h is  l e t t e r s  con cern in g  th e  h a n d lin g  o f  th e  law  s u i t  
o f  Dunbar Parke o f  th e  Leeward I s la n d s  a g a in s t  him fo r  th e  rec o v ery  
o f  d e b ts  su p p o sed ly  owed by D a n ie l Parke I I  ( C u s t i s ' s  f a th e r - in - la w )  
in  th e  i s la n d s .  The law s u i t  dragged on f o r  y e a r s  a f t e r  C u s t is ' s  
d ea th , in v o lv in g  n o t o n ly  C u s t i s ' s  son  D a n ie l Parke C u stis  hut a ls o  
D a n ie l ' s  wTidow , Marthf^ and her second  husband, George W ashington.
The o c c a s io n  o f  th e  law  s u i t  i s  o u t l in e d  in  th e  C u s t is  b io g r a p h ic a l  
sk e tc h  th a t  fo l lo w s  t h i s  in tr o d u c t io n .
4C u s t is 's  l e t t e r s ,  n e v e r th e le s s , a re  probably  most im p o rtan t f o r  
what they  re v e a l about th e  tobacco t ra d e  from th e  p e rsp e c tiv e  o f  a 
w ealthy , shrewd c o lo n ia l  p la n te r  who m ain tained  cash  ba lan ces  w ith  h is  
B r i t i s h  m erchants. C u s t i s 's  p o s it io n  on th e  g o v e rn o r 's  co u n c il and 
lo c a t io n  in  th e  c o lo n ia l  c a p i ta l  guaran teed  th a t  he would be c u r re n t 
w ith  th e  l a t e s t  developm ents in  B r i t i s h  and V irg in ian  m e rc a n tile  p o l ic ie s .  
H is two l e t t e r s  to  R ichard  F itz w illia m  re v e a l much about th e  way 
V irg in ia  p o l i t i c s  were conducted and about Governor W illiam  Gooch's 
r o le  in  c re a t in g  th e  tobacco in sp e c tio n  a c t  o f 1730- The p r ic e  o f 
tobacco  and th e  siz-e o f th e  a n t ic ip a te d  crop form u n ify in g  th re a d s  o f 
concern  th roughout th e  l e t t e r  book. The cy c le s  o f th e  tobacco tra d e  
a re  rev ea led  h ere  in  very  p erso n a l term s. But i t  i s  C u s t i s 's  in v o lv e ­
ment in  th e  Dunbar Parke law s u i t  th a t  g iv es  t h i s  s e c tio n  o f h is  l e t t e r  
book th e  s l i g h t  f la v o r  o f an e p is to la ry  novel.
C u s t is fs l e t t e r s  in  t h i s  l e t t e r  book a re  ap p a re n tly  d r a f t s  o f  those  
s e n t .  Words a re  c ro ssed  ou t and sen tences and p h rases  in s e r te d  showing 
th e  c a re  he took  in  composing th e  l e t t e r s .  His cho ice  o f ex p ress io n s  
can be memorable. He w rote W illiam Byrd th a t  i f  he came home w hile  
A lexander Spotswood was s t i l l  governor, he would have no more peace th an  
a  to ad  under a harrow . He to ld  Richard F itz w illia m  th a t  he hoped th e  
1730  tobacco in sp e c tio n  a c t  would t r a v e l  to  Ehgland and l ik e  th e  a i r  so 
much th e re  th a t  i t  would no t r e tu rn  to  V irg in ia . A fte r  com plaining to  
h is  merchant M icajah P e rry  about th e  low* p r ic e s  o b ta in ed  fo r  tobacco 
so ld  to  H olland, he m ain tained  th a t  he was going to  add "from A dutch  
account good Lord d e l iv e r  me" to  h is  l i t a n y .  In  s h o r t ,  C u s t i s 's  l e t t e r s  
a re  v a lu ab le  so u rce  m a te r ia l  f o r  th e  s tu d e n t o f c o lo n ia l  V irg in ia  and 
can be f a s c in a t in g  read in g  as w ell.
EDITORIAL METHOD
Every a ttem p t has "been made to  ren d er th e  te x t  as f a i th f u l l y  to  
th e  o r ig in a l  as  p o s s ib le  in  o rd e r  to  r e t a in  something o f th e  s p i r i t  
o f  th e  e ig h te e n th  c en tu ry  as w ell as  f o r  th e  sake o f g re a te r  accuracy . 
N ev erth e less  th e  p h y s ic a l form at o f  th e  l e t t e r s  recorded  in  th e  l e t t e r  
"book i s  s ta n d a rd iz e d  and when p o s s ib le  d a te s  and addressees a re  sup­
p l ie d  in  b ra c k e ts  where C u stis  o m itted  them. I f  he signed  o r  i n i t i a ­
le d  a  l e t t e r ,  th e  s ig n a tu re  o r  i n i t i a l s  a re  run in  w ith th e  body o f 
th e  l e t t e r .  For th e  t e x t  o f th e  l e t t e r s ,  th e  copy i s  fo llow ed c lo se ly  
in  producing th e  ty p e w ritte n  t r a n s c r ip t .  S u p e rsc r ip t l e t t e r s  and sym­
b o ls  a re  low ered to  th e  l i n e ,  th e  ampersand i s  r e ta in e d , and no punc­
tu a t io n  o r  c a p i ta l i z a t io n  i s  su p p lie d , nor i s  th e  L a tin  s ic  used. A1 
th  a b b re v ia tio n s , such as ye, y t ,  and yn , a re ,  however, expanded to  
t h e , t h a t , and th e n . Most o th e r  a b b re v ia tio n s  a re  re ta in e d  u n less  
they  could  be co n fu sin g , such as Sr f o r  S i r . T his t r a n s c r ip t  r e ­
p re se n ts  an e n t i r e ly  independent re n d i t io n  o f  C u s t i s 's  l e t t e r  book 
th a t  has been checked a g a in s t  an e a r l i e r  t r a n s c r ip t io n  made by Maude 
Woodfin and th en  checked l i n e  by l i n e  a g a in s t th e  o r ig in a l  m anuscript 
a t  th e  L ib ra ry  o f  C ongress, M anuscript D iv is io n .
A ll m a tte r  In te rp o la te d  in  th e  t e x t  by th e  e d i to r  i s  u n d erlin ed  
and enclosed  in  b ra c k e ts . Notes a re  prov ided  to  in d ic a te  where th e  
m anuscript i s  to rn ,  b lo t te d ,  o r  o th e rw ise  d efaced . The l e t t e r  book,
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6some y e a r s  ago , was tak en  a p a r t, lam in ated  f o r  p r e s e r v a t io n , and 
redound so th a t  th e  p r e se n t  p h y s ic a l  c o n d it io n  o f  th e  l e t t e r  hook 
p r o v id e s  few  c lu e s  a s  to  i t s  o r ig in a l  s t a t e .  Two 'r e c e ip t s  which were 
e v id e n t ly  tucked  in  th e  l e t t e r  hook were hound in  i t  a cco rd in g  to  t h e ir  
d a t e s .  T hese two ex tran eou s p ie c e s  a r e  g iv e n  in  Appendix I .
I f  th e r e  i s  any douht ahout th e  r e n d it io n  o f  a  p a r t ic u la r  word, 
th e  word i s  en c lo se d  in  b r a c k e ts  w ith  a q u e s t io n  mark. I n t e r l in e a t io n s  
a r e  brought down to  th e  l i n e  o f  th e  t e x t  a t  th e  p la c e  in d ic a te d  by  
C u s t is ,  and in s e r t io n s  o f  m a te r ia ls  w r it te n  a f t e r  th e  c l o s e  o f  th e  
l e t t e r  a r e  made as he in d ic a te d  hut e n c lo se d  in  d ou b le  b r a c k e ts  and 
i d e n t i f i e d  a s  such in  an a n n o ta tio n . C anceled  words and p a ssa g es  
a re  o m itted  u n le s s  th e y  c o n ta in  som ething o f  p a r t ic u la r  in t e r e s t  in  
w hich c a s e  th e y  a re  en c lo se d  in  b r a c k e ts  and i d e n t i f i e d .  The e d ito r  
has t r i e d  to  l im it  th e  u se  o f  b r a c k e ts  in  o rd er  to  p erm it an e a s ie r  
rea d in g  o f  th e  t e x t .
The e d i t o r i a l  n o te s  attem pt to  p ro v id e  th e  rea d er  w ith  some 
a s s i s t a n c e  in  in t e r p r e t in g  C u s t is * s  l e t t e r s .  Where p o s s ib le ,  a 
r e a so n a b ly  com p lete , b r i e f  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  in d iv id u a ls  m entioned  
i s  p rov id ed  a t  t h e ir  f i r s t  occu rren ce  in  th e  t e x t .  For in d iv id u a ls  
whose names a re  s c a t te r e d  throughout th e  l e t t e r  book, an appendix o f  
b r ie f  b io g r a p h ie s  i s  p ro v id ed . T h is  b io g r a p h ie s  a re  in d ic a te d  in  th e  
name in d ex  w ith  an a s t e r i s k  by th e  page number where th e y  o ccu r . Un­
f a m il ia r  o r  a rch a ic  term s a re  d e f in e d  from th e  O xford E n g lish  D ic t io n a r y  
and a re  su p p lie d  w ith ou t a c i t a t i o n .  The few  l e t t e r s  and p a r ts  o f  
l e t t e r s  In c lu d ed  here th a t  have been p r e v io u s ly  p u b lish ed  a re  id e n t i ­
f i e d  in  th e  a n n o ta tio n s .
JOHN CUSTIS IV: A BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH
John C u s tis  IV o f W illiam sburg—c h a ra c te r iz e d  by E. G. Swem as a 
"w ealthy, e c c e n tr ic  and somewhat m isunderstood V irg in ia  p la n te r " —was 
bom  in to  th e _ ru lin g „ o lig a rc h y . His f a th e r  and g ra n d fa th e r , a lso  named 
John C u s tis ,  had each in  tu rn  tak en  th e i r  p la c e s  on th e  g o v e rn o r 's  
c o u n c il. As w ith  many o f th e  V irg in ia n  r u l in g  fa m il ie s ,  h is  a n c e s to rs  
had been connected w ith  tra d e , bu t accord ing  to  Louis B. W right, " th is  
a n c e s tra l  shortcom ing" was no d isad v an tag e  in  V i r g in ia .< C u s t i s 's  grand­
f a th e r  had been bom  in  Rotterdam , The N etherlands, w h e re ,,Colonel 
Norwood claim ed , h is  f a th e r  (John C u s tis  I )  "kept a v ic tu a l l in g  house 
in  th a t  town, l i v 'd  in  good re p u te ,  and was th e  g en era l h o s t o f our 
n a tio n  t h e r e . C u s t i s  had e v id e n tly  moved th e re  a f t e r  th e  f a l l  o f
C & S /a * I |
C harles I ,  and h is  in n  was "much p a tro n iz e d  by th e  R o y a lis ts  who f le d  ‘
2
t h e r e .^ > C o lo n e l  A rg a li Y ardley m arried  h is  daughter Ann and e i th e r  
so ld  o r gave h er b ro th e r  John 600 a c re s  o f lan d  on V ir g in ia 's  E astern  ^
Shore in  a t r a n s a c t io n  d a ted  1650. T his John C u stis  I I  and h is  w ife  
E lizab e th  (Robinson) C u s tis  s a i le d  to  V irg in ia . Whether John C u s tis  I  
o f  Rotterdam  ever came to  V irg in ia  i s  n o t c le a r ,  although Ralph T.
Whitelaw found a re c o rd  o f  a  John C u s tis ,  J r .  and S r. se rv in g  on th e  
same Northampton ju ry  in  1655» and- John C u s tis  I I  would have been 
about 25  y ea rs  o ld  a t  t h a t  tim e. John and h is  b ro th e r  W illiam  were
o f f i c i a l l y  n a tu ra l iz e d  in  1 6 5 8 , having been in  V irg in ia  fo u r  y ears
7
3o r  more. Indeed , a  John C u stis  s ig n ed  a lo y a l ty  sta tem ent "to  th e
Commonwealth o f  England as  i t  i s  nowe E s ta b lish e d  w ithout King o r  House
o f Lords" in  March 1651. A p a ssp o rt f o r  s a fe  t r a v e l  between The
N etherlands and V irg in ia  was is su e d  to  C u s tis  by Lord A rling ton  on th e
command of C harles I I , so th e  C u s tise s  must have made a t  l e a s t  one t r i p
back a f t e r  i n i t i a l l y  coming to  V irg in ia .-^
In 1659 John Custis II became high sheriff of Northampton County,
one o f th e  many p u b lic  o f f ic e s  he h e ld  throughout h is  l i f e .  S usie  M.
Ames c i t e s  h is  accep tance o f th e  p o s t o f co roner o f Northampton and
Accomack c o u n tie s  in  1671 as an example o f  an o f f i c i a l  o f h ig h er rank
accep tin g  a low er o f f ic e  and i t s  fe e s .^  For h is  a s s is ta n c e  to  Governor
W illiam  B erkeley  du ring  B acon's R eb e llio n , he was honored w ith  th e
p o s it io n  o f Major G eneral o f  th e  m i l i t i a  on th e  E aste rn  Shore in  1676
and was appo in ted  to  th e  co u n c il in  ~l67?. "Ten years  l a t e r  he" rece iv ed  ;
commission as naval o f f i c e r  and c o l le c to r  o f customs on th e  E aste rn  
7Shore.
Major G eneral C u s t i s 's  c h a ra c te r  i s  h in te d  a t  in  a 1688 d e p o s itio n  
by Mary T iln ey . She quoted some of h e r neighbors  as " 's a y in g  th e  
s e v e r i ty  and R ig id n e s '"  o f C u s tis  " 'w as soe g re a te  th a t  th ey  doe noe 
e ls e  than  . . .  to  c a l l  him King C u s t i s . '"  E a r l i e r , ' when he had been 
s h e r i f f ,  th e re  had been com plain ts about him tu rn in g  in  an in a c c u ra te  
l i s t  o f t i t h a b l e s .  His resp o n se , w h ile  re fu s in g  to  swear an oath  to  
th e  c o rre c tn e ss  o f  h is  l i s t ,  had been to  demand th a t  h is  accu ser con-
g
f ro n t  him open ly , b u t no one s tepped  forw ard .
9In d ic a t io n s  o f growing w ealth  in c lu d e  th e  ownership o f 110 sheep,
out o f 1 ,714 in  Northampton County, in  1660. S ix  y ears  l a t e r  he re p o rte d
fo u rteen  t i t h a b l e s ,  th e  la r g e s t  o f  th e  e ig h teen  households in  th e  county
re p o rtin g  f iv e  o r  more. Out o f th e  t o t a l  426 t i t h a b l e s ,  374 were w hite 
9and 53 N egro. Governor B erkeley made C u s t i s 's  A rlin g to n  p la n ta t io n  h is  
h ead q u arte rs  du ring  Bacon’s R eb e llio n , which sug g ests  th a t  i t  may have 
been r e l a t iv e ly  la rg e ,  o r perhaps on ly  advantageously  lo c a te d . Major 
G eneral C u s t i s 's  w illin g n e ss  p e rso n a lly  to  len d  £1,000 s te r l in g  " fo r  
v ic tu a l l in g  h is  M ajestyes sh ip s"  du rin g  th e  u p r is in g  i s  a s tro n g e r  
in d ic a tio n  o f s iz a b le  w e a l t h . I n  1693 C u s tis  and h is  l a s t  w ife T ab itha  
gave 1,750 a c re s  to  h is  nephew Edmund " 'f o r  and in  c o n s id e ra tio n  o f th e  
Love and a f f e c t io n  wee have and b eare  to  our w ell beloved Nephew and 
Grandson Edmund C u s tis  o f th e  County o f Accomack in  V irg in ia  . . . and 
Tabi.tha..his .now .w ife our Granddaughter* *
In  1692, fo u r  y ea rs  b e fo re  h is  dea th  a t  th e  age o f 6 6 , he stepped 
down from -the co u n c il - c i t in g  i l l  h e a l th  and th e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f c ro ss in g  
th e  Chesapeake Bay to  a tte n d , to  h is  r e s p o n s ib i l i t i e s .  H is only  su r­
v iv in g  c h i ld ,  John C u s tis  I I I  o f W ilson ia , succeeded him on th e  co u n c il. 
This John C u s tis  added th e  v o ca tio n  of law yer to  th o se  o f p la n tin g  and 
o f f ic e  h o ld in g . S usie  Ames p o in ts  ou t th a t  h is  name o f te n  appears as 
a tto rn e y  in  th e  county co u rt re c o rd s  f o r  th e  l a t e  sev en teen th  and e a r ly  
e ig h tee n th  c e n tu r ie s .  In  one in s ta n c e  he a s s i s te d  a  Maryland man in
1
reco v erin g  a  runaway se rv a n t. In  1683 he s u c c e s s fu lly  re p re se n te d  th e  
p a r ish io n e rs  o f Hungars P a r ish  b e fo re  th e  G eneral Court in  a s u i t  
ag a in s t th e  church wardens. He m ain tained  th a t  th e  governor had th e
12same power and a u th o r ity  in  V irg in ia  as an E n g lish  b ishop  in  England,
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As a co u n c ilo r  John C u s tis  I I I  he ld  back from jo in in g  th e  op p o si­
t io n  to  Governor F ra n c is  N icholson in  1703. He, Edmund Jen in g s , and 
Henry Duke, accord ing  to  David Alan W illiam s, d id*not s ign  th e  charges 
a g a in s t  th e  governor. On th e  o th e r  hand, n e i th e r  C u stis  nor Duke se n t 
a f f id a v i t s  to  Ehgland su p p o rtin g  N icholson . W illiam s m ain ta in s th a t
although  bo th  men a tten d e d  th e  c o u n c il m eetings r e g u la r ly ,  th ey  "ex e rte d
13l i t t l e  d i r e c t  in f lu e n c e  on th e  p ro ce e d in g s ."
By h is  f i r s t  w ife , M arg are tt M ich ae ll, John C u s tis  I I I  o f  W ilson ia
had seven sons and two d a u g h te rs . John C u s tis  IV o f W illiam sburg was
one o f th o se  sons, and i t  i s  h is  w if e 's  b ro th e r - in -law , W illiam  Byrd I I .
who c h a ra c te r iz e d  th e  o ld e r  C u s tis  in  a 1709 d ia ry  en try  as "an honest
w ell-m eaning man." C u s t i s 's  p la n ta t io n  in  Hungars P a r ish  was tw enty
m iles  from A rlin g to n , which had been bequeathed to  John C u s tis  IV. On ^
a 1709 v i s i t  to  th e  Hungars P a r is h  church, Byrd commented th a t  i t  "was
th e  b ig g e s t congregation  I  ever saw in  th e  c o u n try ." He a lso  re p o rte d
th a t  th e  geese were "very  good and in  g re a t  p le n ty  th e r e ,"  b u t th a t
they  could  n o t s ta y  l a t e  a t  a n e ig h b o r 's  because of a " fe a r  o f  th e
dogs which a re  f i e r c e  a t  C olonel C u s t is ."  When th ey  l e f t  Colonel C u s tis ,
Byrd no ted  th a t  he " le n t  me th e  on ly  good h o rse  I  med w ith  on t h i s  
1^s h o re ."
M ajor-G eneral C u s tis  no t on ly  l e f t  h is  A rlin g to n  p la n ta t io n  to  h is
i
grandson John C u s tis  b u t a lso  p rov ided  f o r  h is  education  in  Ehgland. v 
Of C u stis  IV 's  years  in  Ehgland th e re  i s  l i t t l e  reco rd . In  a  173^ 
l e t t e r  he m entions th a t  he "was b red  in  Ehgland. W right f e e l s  t h a t  
th e  c o lo n ia l g en try  se n t t h e i r  c h i ld re n  to  Ehgland to  ac q u ire  s o c ia l  
p o lish  and g e n te e l manners: " F a ith  in  th e  v a lu e  o f t r a in in g  in  good
11
m anners, r a th e r  th an  b e l i e f  in  th e  worth o f academic le a rn in g , was
undoubtedly th e  c o n tro l l in g  in flu e n c e  in  persuad ing  some p a re n ts  to  l e t
16t h e i r  c h ild re n  go on 1his hazardous jo u rn e y ."  Both W illiam  Byrd I I  
and John C u s tis  IV, however, were a lso  expected to  le a rn  something o f 
b u s in e ss  w hile in  London. The London m erchants M icajah Perry  and Thomas 
Lane a s s is te d  t h e i r  V irg in ia  c l i e n t s  by p ro v id in g  accomodation and t r a i n ­
in g  f o r  t h e i r  sons w hile  in  London. B yrd’s  f a th e r  w rote him th a t  M essrs.
P e rry  and Lane would "imploy you about b u s in e s s , wherin I  hope you w il l  
indeavour to  acq u a in t y o u rse lfe  t h a t  you may bee no s tra n g e r  to  i t t  
when n e c e s ity  w i l l  r e q u ire  you to  a t te n d  i t t . "  That such acquain tance 
would prove u s e fu l i s  ev id en t from C u s t i s 's  1718  l e t t e r  to  h is  m erchants 
B e ll  and Dee in  which he backs up h is  com plain t about t h e i r  handling  o f
h is  a f f a i r s  w ith  th e  a s s e r t io n  th a t  "I was no t a llm o st 7 years w ith  Mr.
17
P e r r y —t o  know -nothing-of th e  Method o f  your b u s in e s s ."
On May 4, 1706, John C u s tis  IV m arried  F rances Parke, th e  daugh ter 
o f  D an iel P arke, J r . ,  and Jane (Ludwell) P arke . The same day W illiam  (
i, aL .
Byrd I I  m arried  F ra n c e s 's  younder s i s t e r ,  Lucy. In  h is  l e t t e r  to  Parke 
ask in g  f o r  h is  consen t to  t h e i r  m arriage, Byrd expressed  h is  s u rp r is e  a t  
m eeting "young la d y s  w ith  t h e i r  accom plishm ents in  V irg in ia ."  Jane P a rk e 's  
J u ly  12, 1705, l e t t e r  to  h e r husband m entioned expenses r e la t in g  to  
t h e i r  le a rn in g  dancing  and French. By m arrying F ran ces, John stood  to  
g a in  " h a lf  as much" a s  he could show was h is  p e rso n a l e s ta te ,  accord ing  
to  h is  p ro sp e c tiv e  f a th e r - in - la w 's  August 25, 1705» l e t t e r  and th e  
f u r th e r  p ro sp ec t o f  h is  w if e 's  in h e r i t in g  h a l f  o f  th e  lan d  h er grand­
f a th e r ,  D aniel P arke , S r . ,  had l e f t  to  h is  son as  w ell as her f a t h e r 's  
18e s ta te .  A d d itio n a lly  C u s tis  acq u ired  connections no t only w ith
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Parke, who had ju s t  heen appoin ted  governor of th e  Leeward I s la n d s ,
✓
h u t a lso  w ith  th e  pow erful Ludw ells and w ith  W illiam  Byrd.
While Parke e v id e n tly  never l iv e d  up to  h is  prom ise of a  m arriage 
se ttle m e n t f o r  C u s tis  o r f o r  Byrd, P h i l ip  Ludwell d id  t r y  to  e x e r t  h is  
in flu e n c e  w ith  Parke on C u s t i s 's  "behalf. In  a l e t t e r  to  h is  son, Ludwell 
in d ic a te d  th a t  Parke was p re ten d in g  to  he offended a t  t h e i r  m arriage as 
a  p re te x t  " fo r  throw ing them o f f  w ith  n o th in g ."  For h is  own p a r t  
Ludwell though t "C u stis  to  he o f as  good e x tra c t io n  as  Byrd o r Park 
h im se lf ."  Ludwell a lso  su sp ec ted  th e  g a l la n t  Parke o f look ing  f o r  an 
excuse to  s to p  p ro v id in g  f o r  h is  w ife : "Mr. P erry  and Park bo th  watch
w hether I  w i l l  tak e  h e r in to  my ca re , Mr. P erry  . . . has as good as  
to ld  me no t on ly  t h a t ,  h u t to  g ive  p o r tio n s  to  th e  g i r l e s  to .  I f  they  
f in d  I  am in c lin d e d  th a t  way, I  must q u es tio n  w hether th ey  would allow
her-- j-Jane-Parkej - a  fa rth in g s ... .. . Indeed .-Jane Parke-! s l e t t e r  to  her
husband i s  a p le a  f o r  a modest allow ance and to  he re l ie v e d  o f th e  r e ­
s p o n s ib i l i t i e s  o f managing J a is .V ir g in ia n .a f f a i r s  and c h ild re n , in c lu d in g  
19godson. I t  re a d s  very  much along th e  l in e s  o f a re q u e s t f o r  a  form al
s e p a ra tio n , d e sc rib e d  by Lawrence Stone as condemning " th e  w ife  to
lo n e ly  i s o la t io n  on a  modest allow ance" w hile le a v in g  the-husband  " fre e
20to  do any th ing  b u t marry a g a in ."
In  a  l e t t e r  c o n g ra tu la tin g  C u s tis  on h is  m arriage , M icajah P erry , 
f o r  h is  p a r t ,  claim ed to  be a c tin g  on h is  b e h a lf : ”1 y e t hope to  se 
he w ill  a c t  th e  p a r t  o f a f f a th e r :  to  bo th  th e  Young Ladeys I  have h is  
re p ea te d  ingagm ents he w i l l  doe soe: and tho I  am very  unhappy in  a l l  
I  ad v ise : y e t w i l l  run  th e  Hazzard to  ingage you to  g e t th e  Lady to  
w rite  to  h e r f a th e r . "  In  1708 P h i l ip  Ludwell, J r . ,  w rote C u s tis  of
Jane P a rk e 's  dea th  in d ic a t in g  th a t  he would be w ritin g  Parke and won­
d erin g  i f  C u s tis  "would have me propose anyth ing  to  him—concerning your 
L iveing  a t  Queens Creek o r any o th e r  th in g  th a t  may be f o r  your i n t e r e s t .  
He a lso  adv ised  C ustis  no t to  m iss "any o p p o rtu n ity  o f w rite in g  to  him 
cParke] Soe you ought more p a r t ic u la r ly  to  redouble your d i l l ig e n c e  
on th i s  occasion  and improve i t  to  your b e s t  advantage." C u s tis  and h is  
w ife had e a r l i e r  taken  up re s id en ce  a t  Queens Creek, on th e  b a s is  o f an
agreement w ith  Parke th a t  C u s tis  should  have one f i f t h  of th e  n e t p ro -
21ceeds fo r  managing th e  Parke e s ta te s .
C u s t i s 's  m arriage was an unhappy one, a lthough  during  th e  e a r ly
years  John and Frances had some p le a su ra b le  experiences to g e th e r . V is i t s
w ith  th e  Byrds in  p a r t ic u la r  a re  m entioned in  The S ec re t D iary of W illiam
Byrd of W estover, 1709-1712. During a v i s i t  a t  Major Lewis B u rw e ll's
a t  Kingjs Creek, Byrd reco rd ed  th a t  on th e  morning of May 2, " th e  women
went to  romping and I  and my b ro th e r  C u stis  romped w ith them ." Frances
must have, d isreg a rd ed  h e r - f a th e r 's  in s tru c tio n s - .o f  _"doe no t le a rn  to
22romp, but behave y o u rse lfe  so b e rly  and l ik e  A G e n t l e w o m a n . T h e  
C u s tise s -d iv id e d -th e ir-- tim e  between Q ueen's Creek in  York County—which 
had been th e  Parke home—and th e  A rlin g to n  p la n ta t io n . In  November 
1709 Byrd agreed  to  he lp  F rances r e tu rn  ac ro ss  th e  bay w ith  th e  a s s i s ­
tance  of th e  B urw ells—a move he d es ig n a ted  as a " f r o l i c ."
They a r r iv e d  on th e  n in th  a t  A rlin g to n , which Byrd d e sc rib ed  as 
"a g re a t house w ith in  s ig h t  o f th e  Bay and r e a l ly  a  p le a sa n t p la n ta t io n  
in  which th e  hogs had done g re a t  dam age." In  th e  evening Parson Dunn 
and h is  w ife Mary jo in ed  them, and th ey  "a te  o y s te rs  and were merry ^ 
to g e th e r  t i l  about 11 o 'c lo c k ."  A few days l a t e r  they  tra v e le d  th e
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tw enty  m iles  f a r th e r  to  v i s i t  C u s t i s 's  f a th e r  a t  W ilson ia , where "in
th e  evening we danced and were very  merry t i l l  about 10 o 'c lo c k ."  They
a tte n d e d  th e  Sunday s e rv ic e s  a t  hungars P a r ish  and " in  th e  evening we
drank a b o t t l e  o f wine p r e t ty  f r e e ly  and were f u l l  of m irth  and good.
humor." The nex t evening, however, th ey  " a l l  designed  to  be merry bu t
were aLl o u t o f  humor by consent and would n e i th e r  dance nor d r in k ."
Rain p rev en ted  them from re tu rn in g  to  A rlin g to n  th e  fo llo w in g  day, so
th ey  amused them selves w ith  a game a t  which th ey  "ran  much and were very
m erry ."  However some of th e  women were out of humor, "as was n a tu ra l
among so many." A day l a t e r  they  re tu rn e d  to  A rlin g to n  w ith  both
C u s tis  and Byrd becoming s l ig h t ly  i l l .  Lucy Byrd, who was p reg n an t,
became " in d isp o sed  w ith  a g re a t  f lu x  o f blood" f o r  th e  nex t two days.
Because o f a c o n tra ry  wind, th e  Byrds s t i l l  cou ld  n o t c ro ss  th e  bay " a t
which my- s i s t e r - C u s t i s  w as-very uneasy and q u a r re l le d  w ith  'Mrs. Dunn
f o r  p e rsu ad in g  my w ife to  s ta y  so long  a t  H ungars." Three days l a t e r
"Mr.- Dunn and h is  w ife went away o u t o f humor, w ith  my s i s t e r  f o r  her
unkind u sa g e ."  "In th e  evening I  re a d  some E n g lish  verse  to  th e  la d ie s ."
They co n tin u ed  to  pass t h e i r  tim e walking about th e  p la n ta t io n  and
re a d in g . On November 24, Byrd reco rd ed  th a t  " th e  women sco lded  a t  my
b ro th e r  C u s tis  so much th a t  he re so lv e d  to  g e t th e  sloop ou t of th e
c reek , which he d id  . . . b u t th e  wind tu rn ed  d i r e c t ly  c o n tra ry ."  The
23fo llo w in g  day th ey  managed th e  c ro s s in g .
Both o f th e  Parke s i s t e r s  e v id e n tly  had bad tem pers. By a l l  accoun ts 
Lucy had th e  m ilder d is p o s i t io n ,  b u t Byrd no ted  th a t  he "was ou t of 
humor" w ith  h e r  " fo r  h e r fo o lis h  p a ss io n s , o f which she i s  o f te n  g u i l ty ."  
The C u s tis e s  e v id e n tly  d isag reed  about where th ey  should  l iv e ;  a t  l e a s t
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in  March 1710, F rances confided  to  Byrd her " g re a t apprehension l e s t  
h er husband should  r e tu rn  again  to  th e  E astern  S hore."  She was a  modest
k
woman, s in c e  Byrd p o in te d  ou t her r e fu s a l  to  r id e  a lone  in  h is  coach
w ith  Dr. W illiam  Cocke, a W illiam sburg p h y s ic ian , to  a  ne ighboring
p la n ta t io n .  On an o th e r occasion , he commented th a t  "my s i s t e r  lo v es
to  t a lk  a l i t t l e  scan d a l o f  her n e ig h b o rs ."  In  th e  e a r ly  y ea rs  o f  t h e i r
m arriage , th e  C u s tis e s  go t along w ell enough to  produce two su rv iv in g
c h ild re n ; F rances Parke C u s tis  was born on September 13> 1709» a^id D aniel
Parke C u s tis  on O ctober 15> 1710. D aniel was c h r is te n e d  on O ctober 28,
1710, w ith  Byrd and th e  newly a r r iv e d  governor, A lexander Spotswood,
2bas g o d fa th e r s  and Hannah Ludw ell a s  godm other.
In  A p ril 1711 news o f P a rk e 's  murder a t  A ntigua on December 7>
1710, reached  V irg in ia .  B y rd 's  w ife was deep ly  a f fe c te d  by th e  news, 
and l a t e r  in  th e  month on a v i s i t  to  th e  C u s tise s , Byrd, fo u n d 'th a t” Franc e s - 
was "m elancholy ." In  May Byrd re c e iv e d  a copy o f P a rk e 's  w i l l ,  n o tin g  
" in  which, I  thank  him, he gave me no th in g - but~gave h is  e s ta te  in  t h i s  
coun try  to  my s i s t e r  C u s tis  and h is  e s ta te  in  th e  I s la n d  to  th e  daugh ter 
o f Mrs. C h e s te r ."  Under th e  term s o f D aniel Parkq S r . ' s  w i l l ,  however, 
th e  p ro p e rty  he owned in  V irg in ia  was to  be d iv id ed  between h is  s o n 's  
c h ild re n , b u t i t  was November b e fo re  F rances "agreed to  d iv id e  h er 
g ra n d fa th e r 's  lan d  w ithou t any in te rv e n tio n "  and a lso  to  th e  s a le  o f 
some o f th e  lan d  and negroes o f her f a th e r  to  pay h is  d e b ts ,"  accord ing k'*
25to  Byrd. M icajah P e rry , one o f th e  execu to rs named in  th e  younger 
P a rk e 's  w i l l ,  e s tim a te d  h is  London d eb ts  a t  £2,680 n o tin g  th a t  h is  
e s ta te  a t  White Church could  b rin g  £^,000 . B reaking th e  e n t a i l  on th e  
V irg in ia  p ro p e rty  re q u ire d  an a c t  by th e  Assembly, which was s ig n ed  on
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January  31 , 1712. The b i l l  l i s t s  a  t o t a l  o f some 9>510 a c re s , in c lu d in g
b u ild in g s , m i l l s ,  and "ap p u rten an ces,"  in  York, James C ity , New Kent,
26and King W illiam  c o u n tie s  and f i f t y  s la v e s . According to  th e  1704-
1705 r e n t  r o l l ,  which Thomas J .  W ertenbaker q u o tes , Parke owned some
16,050 a c re s  in  th o se  fo u r  c o u n tie s . The money from th e  lan d  so ld  was
d es ig n a te d  in  th e  b i l l  f i r s t  f o r  paying th e  d eb ts  owed to  P erry  and Lane
o f London then  fo r  a l l  o th e r  ju s t  d eb ts  and b eq u es ts , w ith  any su rp lu s
27going to  th e  h e ir s  o f John and F rances C u s tis .
In  e a r ly  February  1712 Byrd suggested  th a t  he would be w ill in g  to
ta k e  p o ssessio n  o f th e  lan d  and Negroes to  be so ld  in  re tu rn  f o r  assuming
P a rk e 's  d eb ts  "due in  England" and " a l l  th e  Legacys charged upon th e
V irg in ia  E s ta te ."  John C u s tis  im m ediately ag reed . On a m id-February
in sp e c tio n  to u r  o f some o f th e  p ro p e rty  in  King W illiam County, Byrd
"found th e  lan d  e x tr a o rd in a r i ly  good and very  le v e l"  and th e  p la n ta t io n s
in  good o rd e r. In  th e  evening over c id e r  and wine, C u s tis  to ld  Byrd
"se v e ra l th in g s  concern ing  managing th e  o v e rsee rs"  th a t  Byrd "reso lved
to  remember." C u s tis  a lso  agreed  to  ta k e  c a re  o f  th e  c u rre n t crop o f
28tobacco , in c lu d in g  i t s  shipm ent to  Ehgland f o r  Byrd.
F rances, however, d id  n o t approve o f t h e i r  b a rg a in  concern ing  her 
in h e r ita n c e . On A p ril 19, C u stis  v i s i t e d  Byrd in  W illiam sburg to  t e l l  
him th a t  she "was re so lv e d  n o t to  ag ree"  to  t h e i r  arrangem ent. This 
news s u rp r ise d  Byrd, b u t he "thought i t  only  a stra tegem  to  p re v a il  
w ith  h er husband to  l i v e  a t  W illiam sburg ."  He no ted  th a t  C u s tis  "went 
away in  a very  g re a t  rag e  w ith  h is  w ife" and th a t  he had re c e iv e d  a 
l e t t e r  "from h e r w ith  many th in g s  v ery  f o o lis h  in  i t . "  Two days l a t e r  
as  he was d isc u ss in g  th e  C ustises*  unhappiness w ith  Dr. Cocke, John 
a r r iv e d  w ith  th e  news t h a t  F rances would acq u iesce . On A pril 25,
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a t  about 7 s00 in  th e  morning, th e  C u s tise s  v i s i t e d  th e  Byrds a t  t h e i r
W illiam sburg lo d g in g s  " to  p e r fe c t  th e  deed between u s ."  Byrd no ted
th a t  " th e re  were se v e ra l l i t t l e  q u a r re ls  between my b ro th e r  and h is  w ife ,
and my w ife  could  n o t fo rb e a r  s id in g  w ith  h e r  s i s t e r  and th ey  would
f a in  make me b e lie v e  th a t  I  had promised th a t  my b ro th e r  should  make
my s i s t e r  peasyq, which was wrong and gave me a bad op in io n  ^of] my
s i s t e r . "  N ev erth e less  th e  agreem ent was s ig n ed , and th e  women appeared
29in  c o u r t t h a t  a fte rn o o n  to  g ive  t h e i r  form al consen t.
The d isc o rd  over th e  d isp o sa l of F ra n c e s 's  in h e r ita n c e  d id  no t help  
an a lre a d y  unhappy m arriage. Although no t a d i s in te r e s t e d  o b se rv e r, Byrd 
reco rd ed  in  h is  d ia ry  fo r  March 1712 th a t  F rances had com plained about 
h e r unhappiness due to  h e r h u sband 's  unkindness, an unhappiness he w rote 
o f f  as  "owing to  h er humor, which seems none of th e  b e s t . "  The June 
171^ d r a f t  o f  a m arriage agreem ent between John and F ran ces, however, 
shows ev idence p r im a r ily  o f argum ents over money. F rances seem ingly 
d e s ire d  "a  more p l e n t i f u l l  m ain tenance," and John would acco rd in g ly  be 
re q u ire d  to  keep " tru e  and p e r fe c t"  accounts o f h is  whole e s ta te  on th e  
b a s is  o f which she would be allow ed, " f r e e ly  & w ithou t g ru d g in g ,"  " h a lf  
o f a l l  th e  c le a r  produce . . . f o r  c lo th in g  h e r s e l f  and th e  c h i ld re n ,"  
p ro v id in g  f o r  t h e i r  ed u catio n , and " fo r  fu rn is h in g  and p ro v id e in g  a l l  
th in g s  t h a t  a re  n ecessa ry  f o r  house keeping ( th a t  a re  to  be brought 
from England) and P h is ic k ,"  "soe long as  th e  sd F rances s h a l l  l i v e  ^at] 
peace q u ie t ly  w ith  him ." John was to  e n te r  in to  a  bond to  P h i l ip  
Ludwell to  g u aran tee  h is  perform ance of th e  te rm s, a bond th a t  would 
be vo id  i f  F rances exceeded h e r allow ance o r  go t him in to  d eb t. F rances 
was, f o r  h e r p a r t ,  re q u ire d  to  keep a t ru e  account o f h e r household
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expenses and h e n c e fo rth  to  " fo r  h e a r  to  c a l l  . . . John any v i l e  nam es."
Both were a lso  en jo in ed  no t to  meddle in  each o th e rs  management o f t h e i r
r e s p e c tiv e  sp h e re s . O ther a r t i c l e s  o f th e  agreement d e a l t  w ith  what
30s e rv a n ts  F rances cou ld  have to  he lp  h er in  household ta s k s .  I t  i s
p o s s ib le  t h a t  th e  C u s t is e s ' dom estic q u a r re ls  in c reased  w ith  th e  dea th
of John C u s tis  I I I  in  1714; John C u s tis  IV may have been co n sid e rin g
re tu rn in g  to  th e  E a s te rn  Shore to  su p erv ise  h is  in c re a se d  land  h o ld in g s  ^
th e re .  Whether th e  agreem ent would have enab led  John and F rances to
l iv e  to g e th e r  p e a c e fu lly  i s  n o t known, s in ce  F rances d ied  th e  fo llo w in g
31March from sm allpox.
A fte r  n ine  y ea rs  o f  m arriag e , John C u s tis  IV chose to  rem ain a
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widower th e  r e s t  o f h is  l i f e ,  some th i r t y - f o u r  y e a rs . In  a 1718 l e t t e r  
to  Byrd, who was in  London and a lso  a widower a t  th e  tim e, C u s tis  w rote 
th a t  because he had no t heard  from Byrd, he thought him "dead (o r  what 
i s  worse) m arried ; i f  th e  l a t t e r  I  impute your n e g le c t to  your f r ie n d s  
proceeds from your over amorous fondness to  your enchanting spouse bu t 
. . . tim e w il l  in  A g re a t  measure a l la y  th e  fond f o l l i e s  of your 
uxorious i n c l in a t io n s ."  S ix  y ears  l a t e r  he re p o rte d  to  Byrd, who was 
again  in  London and newly m arried , th a t  he s t i l l  he ld  " th a t  b le sse d  
r e s o lu t io n  o f abhoring  C a p tiv ity ; i f  i t  went hard  w ith  me when young, 
i t  must bee in to le r a b le  when o th e rw ise ."  The p o ss ib le  advantages o f 
rem arriag e—o u tlin e d  by S tone as  in c lu d in g  household management, com­
pan io n sh ip , p ro v id in g  a  mother fo r  th e  c h i ld re n , a fo r tu n e , and b e t t e r
32h e a lth —h e ld  no a t t r a c t io n  f o r  C u s tis .
H is f r ie n d s h ip  w ith  Byrd, however, su rv iv ed  no t only  th e  d ea th s  
o f t h e i r  w ives b u t a lso  p o te n t ia l  f r i c t i o n  over s e t t l i n g  th e  com plicated
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Parke e s ta te .  F ra n c e s ’s d ea th  d id  no t f r e e  John from Parke fam ily
a f f a i r s ;  he took s e r io u s ly  th e  g u ard ian sh ip  o f h is  c h i ld r e n 's  p ro p e rty .
And Byrd soon d isco v e red  th a t  h is  b a rg a in  tu rn e d  o u t to  be a debt th a t
was a con tinu ing  source o f a n x ie ty  as w ell as  an excuse to  v i s i t  London
ag a in . C u stis  wrote him th e re  in  March 1719 th a t  he was "so rry  to  hear
33you a re  s t i l l  behind on Coll P arkes a c c t .  . . ."  ^ B y rd 's  re p ly  l a t e r  
th a t  sp rin g  re p o rte d  d isco v e rin g  more d e b ts—in c lu d in g  "one thousand & 
odd pounds due to  th e  k ing  . . . , which had I  fo re see n  I  woud as soon 
a s  have run  my hand in to  th e  f i r e ,  as have s e t  i t  to  so disadvantageous 
a  b a rg a in ."  In  a 1723 l e t t e r  to  C u s tis , Byrd demurred from paying fo r
3^some hoes C u stis  had o rdered  e a r l i e r  as manager of th e  Parke p la n ta t io n s .
In  ag ree in g  to  pay f o r  them, C u s tis  wrote " i t  i s  ju s t  i f  you say soe;
tho I  th in k  th e  hoes a re  th e  d e a re s t  I  ever bough t."  A fte r  d isco v e rin g
d eb ts  in  th e  Leeward I s la n d s  p o te n t ia l ly  ch argeab le  to  th e  rem aining
V irg in ia  e s ta te ,  C u stis  w rote Byrd th a t  he cou ld  n o t " th in k  you had
so hard  a  b arg a in  as you are_j?lease to  fancy:?- you have_a. f lo u r is h in g  ..
e s ta te  here now which was mine; and may heaven p ro sp e r i t  to  you &
yours—I  would pay a g re a t  d e a l o f mony in  my own wrong b efo re  I  would
35have a d isp u te  w ith  so good a f r ie n d  as  you a re  . . . .
The n a tu re  o f t h e i r  f r ie n d s h ip  i s  perhaps re v e a le d  in  B y rd 's
Ju ly  29, 1723> l e t t e r  to  C u s tis :
You must s u re ly  be m istaken when you rep ro ach  me w ith  haveing 
rec e iv e d  no more than  one l e t t e r  from me t h i s  year; I  have you 
so f re q u e n tly  in  my th o u g h ts , th a t  t i s  im possib le  b u t they  must 
have had ven t o f te n e r  th an  you m ention. I  can a ssu re  you love 
has no more such v io le n t  o p e ra tio n  upon me, as to  engage a l l  
my th o u g h ts; th e re  i s  room l e f t  f o r  a  f r ie n d ,  e s p e c ia l ly  f o r  one 
I  have so much re g a rd  and a f fe c t io n  f o r  as y o u rse lf .  Our d ear 
coun try  in c l in e s  you a l l  so much to  t h a t  te n d e r  p a ss io n , th a t
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you fance we who a re  in  a c o ld e r  clym ate a re  as  u n iv e rs a l ly  
h ea ted  w ith  i t  as  your s e lv e s . For my p a r t  I  can wash my hands 
in  innocence, and a ssu re  you th a t  my reaso n  "begins a t  l a s t  to  
g e t th e  b e t t e r  o f my in c l in a t io n .  I  can f ig u re  to  my s e l f  now, 
t h a t  I  see you pu t on a  S a rd in ian  sm ile , a n d * te ll  me, th a t  I  am 
more in d eb ted  to  my age f o r  t h i s  d e liv e ra n c e , than  to  my under­
s tan d in g . But you a re  deluded my d ear m ajor, i f  you fance t h i s ,  
and I  have th e  p le a su re  to  t e l l  you very  f e e l in g ly ,  t h a t  my 
fance  was more v igorous fo rm erly , b u t no t my c o n s t i tu t io n .  I  
f in d  by b le s se d  ex p erien ce , th a t  age ought no t to  be computed by 
th e  number o f  our y e a rs , b u t by th e  decay o f our perso n s, as  a 
b u ild in g  i s  n o t p ro p e r ly ,o ld  th a t  has stood  a g re a t  w hile , u n le ss  
i t  be grown ru in o u s  & out o f r e p a i r .  Indeed tim e w il l  wear out 
ev e ry th in g  a t  l a s t ,  b u t some a n te d ilu v ia n  c o n s t i tu t io n s  w ith  th e  
h e lp  o f tem perance & r e g u la r i ty  w i l l  ho ld  out a long  t i m e . 3°
C u s t i s 's  connection  w ith  Byrd and P h i l ip  Ludwell may he lp  account
fo r  h is  no t being  nominated to  th e  co u n c il by Governor Spotswood upon
th e  d ea th s  o f h is  f a th e r  and two o th e r  c o u n c ilo rs  du ring  th e  w in te r  of 
371713-171^. R ichard  L. Morton d e sc rib e s  Spotswood as  " th e  v igorous and 
im perious r e p re s e n ta t iv e  o f th e  Crown," who "took very  s e r io u s ly  h is  
e x e rc ise  o f th e  ro y a l .prerogative-' and .in  so doing-, _ a f t e r - a  fo u r-y e a r  
i n i t i a l  p e r io d  o f  co o p era tio n , encountered  o p p o sitio n  from th e  p la n te r s ,  
who - "a lread y  .had-begun to  co n s id e r them selves V irg in ian s  f i r s t  and- 
Englishmen second."- In  a d d itio n  to  ad m in is te r in g  a whole s e r ie s  of 
refo rm s, Spotswood wanted to  see th e  o f f ic e s  o f deputy a u d ito r  (h e ld  by 
P h i l ip  Ludw ell) and r e c e iv e r-g e n e ra l  (h e ld  by W illiam  Byrd I I )  pu t in to  
b e t t e r  o rd e r . He even accused Ludwell and Byrd "of d e l ib e r a te ly  o b s tru c ­
t in g  th e  c o l le c t io n  o f th e  q u i t r e n ts  when th e  A ssem bly's re q u e s t  f o r  
t h e i r  use in  V irg in ia  a lone was d e n ied ,"  He succeeded in  having Ludwell 
d ism issed  by A udito r-G eneral W illiam  B lathw ayt in  May 1716, a lthough  
L u d w ell's  so n -in -la w , John Grymes (who was an o p p o s itio n  le a d e r  in
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th e  House o f B u rg esse s), rep lac e d  him. And Byrd so ld  h is  p o s t to  
James Roscow, an a c tio n  he ex p la in ed  to  G u stis  as being n ecessa ry  because
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such an o f f ic e  . . . makes a  man l i a b l e  to  he i l l - t r e a t e d  by 
a governor, under th e  n o tio n  o f advancing H is M ajesty ’s i n t e r e s t ,  
by which p ious p re ten c e  he may heap in su p p o rta b le  tro u b le  upon 
th a t  o f f i c e r ,  i f  he should  have th e  s p i r i t  to  oppose h is  w il l  
and p le a s u re --h e  must e i th e r  be a s lav e  to  h is  humor, must fawn 
upon him, and jump over a s t i c k  whenever he i s  b id , o r e ls e  he 
must have so much tro u b le  lo ad ed  upon him as to  make h is  p lace  
uneasy. In  s h o r t ,  such a man must be e i th e r  th e  governo r’s dog 
or h is  a s s ; n e i th e r  o f which s ta t io n s  s u i t  in  th e  l e a s t  w ith  my 
c o n s t i tu t io n .  . . . and now I  am a t  f u l l  l i b e r t y  to  oppose every 
design  th a t  may seem to  be a r b i t r a r y  o r  u n ju s t .39
C u s tis  jo in ed  in  th a t  o p p o s itio n . In  a  March 28, 1717, l e t t e r  to  Byrd, 
he re p o rte d  t h a t  he had "not b in  w ith in  th e  p a lla c e  doors nor exchanged 
one word w ith  th e  Governor th e se  n in e  months; i t  was, my f a te  to  bee upon 
A grand ju ry  t h a t  p e t i t io n e d  th e  Governor to  s i t t  again  in  th e  Court
my s e l f  w ith  some o th e rs  opposed th e  p e t i t io n  w ith  a l l  our m ight, and
thought i f  he d id  n o t th in k  f i t  to  s i t ,  i t  was no t our b u s in ess  to  i n t e r ­
meddle. . . . "  As f o r  be ing  a "c o u rt f a v o u r i te ,  he to ld  Byrd, "I 
thought you had known me b e t t e r ,  th an  to  bee g u i l ty  o f to  much Complai­
sance, I  s h a l l  never th in k  such d e c e i t f u l l  favour ever worth b reak ing  
my r e s t  f o r . "  He goes on to  warn Byrd n o t to  ru sh  back to  V irg in ia ,
w ritin g  th a t  "you w i l l  be much in  th e  wrong i f  you come w h ils t  t h i s
Governor re ig n s ;  i f  you do you may ex p ect as  much q u ie t  as A to ad
40under A harrow . . . ."
C u s tis  soon had a p e rso n a l g rie v an ce  a g a in s t  Spotswood as w e ll.
In  a l e t t e r  to  P h i l ip  Ludwell he d e sc rib e d  how th e  governor had a v i s t a
y"
cu t through h is  swamp n e a r  th e  g o v ern o r’s m ansion. A fte r p roposing  to  
cu t "what was on ly  f i t t  f o r  th e  f i r e "  and to  pay f o r  i t ,  Spotswood r e ­
ceived  h is  p erm ission  b u t th en  proceeded to  "cu t down a l l  b e fo re  him" 
which inc luded  "two very  good oak: Timber T rees" th a t  C u s t i s 's  te n a n t 
had in tended  to  use f o r  covering  h is  tenem ent. The te n a n t asked th e
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workmen no t to  cu t th e  f e l l e d  t r e e s  in to  firew ood u n t i l  C u s tis  could be
n o t i f i e d ,  b u t th ey  went ahead. C u s tis  commented th a t  i t  was "a g re a t
d ea le  o f p i ty  such s t a t e l y  oak: Timber should be d estro y ed  f o r  th e  f i r e ,
a w h ee lrig h t would have given co n s id e rab ly  f o r  th e  Timber . . . b es id e s
i t  would have l e f t  my Tenement in  Log tim ber fo r  many y e a rs ."  Because
he was reco v e rin g  from th e  m easles and a  cough, he wrote to  th e  governor
ask ing  him to  d e s i s t ,  a s su r in g  him th a t  "I would have w aited  on h is  Honour
my s e l f  i f  I  had been a b le ."  He goes on to  t e l l  Ludwell th a t  he was no t
" a f f r a id  o r ashamed to  own every th in g "  in  th e  l e t t e r ,  th a t  he d id  h is
"utm ost endeavor to  w r ite  re s p e c t iv e ly  c i v i l  to  him, in  r e tu rn  o f which
I  have been inform ed he has s a id  a l l  th e  l i t t l e  mean th in g s  of me, and
th a t  I  th re a te n e d  to  b e a t h is  S e rv an ts , which you very  w ell know, I  was
n o t ab le  to  s tan d  u p r ig h t ."  C u stis  f u r th e r  com plained th a t  th e  governor
had n o t p a id  him "one fa r th in g "  fo r  th e  wood, much le s s  o ffe re d  recom-
4 ipense f o r  th e  good tim b er.
W illiam s f e e l s  th a t  C u s t i s ' s s e le c t io n  as  th e  re p re s e n ta t iv e  of
th e  C ollege o f W illiam and Mary f o r  th e  1718 B urgesses "was an in d i ­
te t^ *''
c a tio n  th a t  Commissary B la i r ,  P re s id e n t of W illiam  and Mary, had. decided
to  go a g a in s t  th e  G overnor." This assembly made W illiam  Byrd t h e i r  agen t
to  p re se n t an address to  th e  k ing  s ta t in g  t h e i r  g riev an ces  a g a in s t
Spotswood. They even went so f a r  as  to  propose a b i l l  to  re p e a l an
e a r l i e r  a p p ro p ria tio n  f o r  f in is h in g  th e  g o v ern o r’s mansion, though i t  
42d id  no t p a ss . C u s tis* s  being  a Burgess may have b e n e f ite d  h is  son; 
a t  l e a s t  he re p o rte d  to  Byrd th a t  " h is  g re a tn e ss , A .S ." had promised 
a s s is ta n c e  in  o b ta in in g  f o r  "h is  Godson a p a t te n t  f o r  th e  Land; w hither 
t h i s  bee p o lic y  to  so fte n  me, being  a member o f th e  p re se n t assem bly
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now s e t t in g  f o r  th e  C olledge; or pure Love fo r  h is  Godson I  leav e  you 
^3to  d e te rm in e ."
Byrd re tu rn e d  to  V irg in ia  in  th e  sp rin g  of 1720 because he faced  
lo s in g  h is  s e a t  on th e  c o u n c il i f  he s tay ed  away. Spotswood’s re c e p tio n  
was le s s  than  c o r d ia l .  Byrd no ted  in  h is  d ia ry  th a t  th e  governor 
" r a i le d  a t  me most v io le n t ly  b e fo re  a l l  th e  p eo p le ."  Only fo u r  days l a t e r ,  
however, th ey  had a d ram atic  re c o n c ilia tio n , th e  occasion  fo r  an " illu m - 
in a t io n  a l l  th e  town o v e r ."  That th e  r e c o n c i l ia t io n  was more th an  
s u p e r f ic ia l ,  Leonidas Dodson doub ts, w hile sug g estin g  th a t  Spotswood 
could  have s u c c e s s fu lly  opposed Byrd and Ludw ell, i f  "he had been both
Zp5
w il l in g  and ab le  to  p la c a te  th e  commissary. A pparently  he was n e i th e r ."
In  1718 Spotswood had d ec id ed  to  a s s e r t  h is  r ig h t  as governor to  
c o l la te  m in is te r s .  He th en  proceeded to  claim  th a t  James B la i r  had 
a c c e p te d .th e  p o s t a t  B ruton P a r is h  in  W illiam sburg w ithout, going to  
Spotswood fo r  in d u c tio n . B l a i r 's  p o s it io n  was th a t  th e  v e s try  should  
choose i t s  m in is te r  and th a t  th e  governor could  only s te p  in  i f  i t  took  /  
lo n g e r th an  s ix  months to  f i l l  any vacancy. B la ir  had th e  B ruton P a r ish  . 
v e s try  p re se n t him f o r  in d u c tio n , bu t Spotswood re fu se d  on th e  grounds 
th a t  th e  v e s try  "had d e s ig n a te d  them selves as  th e  undoubted p a tro n s  of 
th e  ch u rch ."  With th e  1720 r e c o n c i l ia t io n ,  a l l  p a r t ie s  ag reed  to  a 
t r i a l  b e fo re  th e  G eneral C ourt in  1721 w ith  an appeal to  th e  crown.
B la i r  had to  choose between a llow ing  th e  governor to  s e le c t  m in is te r s  
o r co n tin u in g  th e  o ld  p r a c t i c e s .  He chose th e  popu lar s id e ,  and a cco r­
d ing  to  Morton, "two y ea rs  l a t e r  Spotswood was removed and th e  s u i t  was 
dropped. I t  cannot be proven, however, th a t  B la i r  a c tu a l ly  p lanned  to  
so lv e  th e  problem t h i s  way." C u s tis  could  h a rd ly  have avoided being  
invo lved  s in ce  he was bo th  a  member o f th e  Bruton P a r is h  v e s trv  and a
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f r ie n d  o f B l a i r 's .  For B l a i r 's  1721 t r i p  to  England—presumably to
p r o te s t  Spotsw ood's a c tio n s  and to  secu re  h is  rem oval—C u stis  su p p lied
a l e t t e r  to  P e rry  s ta t in g  th a t  B la i r  '^perhaps may'have occasion o f some
ready  cash; i f  so I  d e s ire  you to  fu rn is h  him and charge i t  to  me . . .
i t  would bee t r i f l i n g  to  g ive  t h i s  worthy Gentleman a C h arac te r to  you,
in  f in e  he i s  my p a r t ic u la r  very  good f r ie n d ,  and what s e rv ic e  you can
do him: s h a l l  bee allw ays deemed as a c tu a l ly  done to  your humble s e r -  
47v a n t ."  Spotsw ood's rep lacem ent, Hugh D rysdale, s a i le d  to  V irg in ia  in
th e  company of Commissary B la i r  in  1722.
With th e  1722 in co rp o ra tio n  o f W illiam sburg as a c i ty ,  John C u s tis  
became one of th e  s ix  alderm en, along w ith  John Randolph, James Bray, y 
A rchibald  B la i r ,  W illiam  R obertson, and Thomas Jones. John Holloway 
was mayor and John Clayton re c o rd e r . The aldermen were re sp o n s ib le  fo r  
choosing tw elve f re e  in h a b ita n ts  to  se rv e  as  a common c o u n c il. With 
th a t  c o u n c il, th e y  enacted  c i t y  o rd inances and re g u la t io n s .  The a ld e r ­
men a lso  an n u a lly  e le c te d  th e  mayor and reco rd er., a n d - f i l le d  a l l ,  v acan c ies .
48The mayor and alderm en a lso  h e ld  a monthly h u s tin g s  c o u rt.
C u s tis ,  however, had h is  eye on a  s e a t  on th e  g o v e rn o r 's  c o u n c il.
Byrd had w r i tte n  him in  January  o f 1716:
As to  what you d e s i r 'd  of me b e fo re  I  came away, as I  remember 
in  some o f my l e t t e r s  I  t o ld  you th a t  th e  whole number was 
f i l l ' d  up b e fo re  I  came over, so t h a t  t i l  we know w hether any of 
th e  12 r e fu s e  to  s e t  we can have no handle fo r  a new a p p lic a t io n .
In  1718 C u stis  w rote Byrd th a t  he was "very s e n s ib le  you Cannot answer
my re q u e s t on being  in  th e  C o u n c ill t i l l  a  vacancy happens; I  on ly
d e s ir e  you to  c o n tr iv e  i t  so t h a t  I  mae be in  th e  f i r s t  vacancy which
49fa v o r I  never can expect from t h i s  p re se n t G overnor." He saw th a t
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- h is  o p p o s itio n  to  Spotswood and h is  a l l ia n c e  w ith  Byrd, Ludwell,
4"'-6
and B la i r  le s se n e d  h is  chances fo r  th e  s e a t ,  d e s p ite  th e  f a c t  t h a t  h is  
f a th e r  and g ra n d fa th e r  had. "been c o u n c ilo rs . He must have, n o n e th e le ss , 
hoped th a t  Byrd cou ld  e f f e c t iv e ly  use h is  p e rso n a l in flu e n c e  w hile in  
London to  th w art th e  governor, hu t th e  nex t vacancy s lip p e d  hy him.
Byrd inform ed him th a t  Spotswood had "recommended Mr. Digges b e fo re  I
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had any adv ice  from you or anybody e ls e  th a t  th e re  was any vacancy, so 
th a t  Mr. Digges has His M ajestys l e t t e r ,  and I  th in k  you escape abundance 
of p lague and v ex a tio n  by n o t haveing i t . " - ^ .  N early  e ig h t  years  and 
two governors l a t e r ,  C u s tis  re c e iv e d  th e  d e s ire d  p o s i t io n .  Robert Cary, 
one o f h is  London m erchants, had a s s i s te d  him, a f t e r  D rysdale had recom­
mended him, and C u s tis  gave Cary h is  "h e a rty  thanks f o r  your f r ie n d ly  
zea l in  ta k in g  ou t and paying th e  fe e s  f o r  th e  w arran t to  bee one o f 
th e  c o u n c il l ;  i t  i s  what I  l i t t l e  dreamt o f ."  He a ls o  w rote to  P erry  
th a t  he was much o b lig ed  to  Cary "because I  never m entioned any th in g  
o f i t  to  h im ." '^ ’
< C u s tis  jo in e d  th e  co u n c il a t  th e  same tim e th a t  th e  newly appo in ted
l ie u te n a n t  governo r, W illiam  Gooch, took over from th e  co u n c il p re s id e n t,
R obert "King" C a r te r ,  who had been a c tin g  governor a f t e r  D ry sd a le fs
d ea th . John M. Hemphill c h a ra c te r iz e s  Gooch as "a sym pathetic  ex ecu tiv e ,
a c o n s tru c tiv e  a d m in is tra to r ,  and a re so u rc e fu l  p o l i t i c i a n ."  W illiam s
52claim s th a t  he "was th e  embodiment of W alpole 's  c o lo n ia l  p o lic y ."
Gooch's a d m in is tra tio n  l a s te d  from 172? to  17^9> th e  r e s t  o f  C u s t i s 's  
l i f e .
Governor Gooch worked in  co n cert w ith  h is  co u n c il in  try in g  to  
c o u n te rac t th e  in te r f e r e n c e  o f th e  B r i t i s h  tobacco m erchants. Those
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m erchants used t h e i r  in flu e n c e  in  f i l l i n g  c o lo n ia l p o s ts ,  in  o b ta in in g
ro y a l vetoes o f V irg in ia  law s, and in  proposing measures b e n e f ic ia l  to
t h e i r  p erso n a l i n t e r e s t s  a t  th e  expense o f th e  V irg in ia n s . Gooch in
p a r t ic u la r  concerned h im se lf  w ith  o b ta in in g  a new tobacco law re q u ir in g
o f f i c i a l  in sp e c tio n  a t  p u b lic  w arehouses, in  o rd er to  improve th e  q u a l i ty
o f V irg in ia  tobacco and th e reb y  r a i s e  p r ic e s  by s tim u la tin g  demand and
reducing  th e  amount o f t r a s h  so ld . He took c r e d i t  f o r  th e  Tobacco
In sp e c tio n  Act of 1730, having gone to  th e  tro u b le  o f co n su ltin g  w ith
53M icajah P erry  th u s  f o r e s t a l l in g  o b je c tio n s  by th e  London m erchants.
C u s tis , however, found th a t  th e  a c t  worked to  h is  p e rso n a l d isad v an tag e . 
S ince th e  warehouses stamped th e i r  lo c a tio n  on th e  hogsheads o f tobacco 
along w ith  th e  o f f i c i a l  w eigh t, h is  E aste rn  Shore tobacco so ld  fo r  le s s  
than  h is  York R iver c ro p s . He w rote P erry  th a t  " i f  ever we g e t r i d  
o f th e  Tob: Law and I  have l i b e r t y  to  bring. I t  to  York R iv e r w ithou t th e
E a s te rn  Shoar Stamp I  do n o t doubt b u t  i t  w il l  be th e  same as York
Tobacco.
C u s tis - jo in ed -w ith  o th e r  V irg in ian s  in  p ro te s t in g  th e  B r i t i s h
law making i t  e a s ie r  f o r  B r i t i s h  m erchants to  c o l le c t  d eb ts  owed them by ^
c o lo n is ts .  T h is a c t  p e rm itte d  B r i t i s h  c r e d i to r s  n o t only m erely to
swear to  accounts o f d eb ts  in  f ro n t  of a B r i t i s h  m a g is tra te  b u t a lso
then  to  hold  c o lo n is t s ' la n d  and s la v e s  l i a b le  f o r  them, a lth o u g h  in
55England a mortgage would have been n ecessary  f i r s t .  ^ C u s tis  ex p la in ed
h is  o p p o sitio n  a t  le n g th  in  a  l e t t e r  to  Lyonel Lyde, h is  B r i s to l  m erchant:
The M erchts have g o t an a c t  o f P arliam ent Passd; (and i t  i s  sd
you and Mr P erry  a re  th e  C heif prom oters; o f th a t  c r u e l l  and un­
ju s t  a c t , )  I  must C a ll i t  so because i t  does no t g iv e  us th e  
l i b e r ty  o f our fe llo w  b r i t t i s h  su b je c ts ; b u t in v e r ts  th e  whole 
course o f th e  Law—makeing ex p a r te  evidence, which th e  Law abhors,
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good evidence a g a in s t  us; th e  M erchts going b efo re  th e  Cheif 
M ag is tra te  and sw earing to  h is  accoun t, by t h a t  a c t  i s  good 
evidence h ere ; which i s  very  c r u e l l ;  then  your su b je c tin g  our 
Lands f o r  book d eb ts  i s  c o n tra ry  to  th e  Laws o f our Mother Country; 
which cannot touch  r e a l l  e s ta te  w ithou t A s p e c ia l ty  and as wee 
a re  b r i t t i s h  s u b je c ts  wee m ight reaso n ab ly  expects b r i t t i s h  l i b ­
e r ty  wee d e s ir e  no th ing  e ls e  th an  to  bee s u b je c t to  th e  Laws o f 
our Mother Country bu t wee have g re a t  reason  to  th in k  you aim a t  
our p o ssess io n s  who have got most of your p o ssessio n s  by us; fo r  
my p a r t  I  am a t  p re se n t f re e  from th e  e f f e c ts  of your a c t ;  owing 
no one in  England a fa r th in g ;  b u t have mony owing me, so th a t  you 
cannot th in k  what I  say i s  s e l f  i n t e r e s t ;  b u t p u re ly  th e  r e s u l t  
o f my th o u g h ts .
John C u s tis* s  l e t t e r  book i s  f i l l e d  w ith  l e t t e r s  to  h is  v a rio u s
m erchants: P e rry  and Lane, R obert Gary and Company, B e ll  and Dee,
John Hanbury, Lyde and Cooper in  B r i s t o l ,  and John S tarche  in  Glasgow.
The l e t t e r s  o f te n  c o n ta in  com plain ts about goods rece iv ed , th e  p r ic e  o f
to b acco , lo s s e s  in  w eight o f tobacco from p i l f e r a g e ,  in su ran ce  and v
f r e ig h t  ch a rg es, and sh ip m aste rs . C u s tis  would be su re  to  a l e r t  h is
m erchants to  th e  high q u a l i ty  of th e  tobacco he se n t them and i f  th e re
would be a  s h o r t crop due to  bad w eather o r  an in f e s ta t io n  o f worms, so v
that--they -w ou ld -no t s e l l - h i s  tobacco  too- q u ick ly  to -g e t  - th e -b e s t-p r ic e  -
f o r  i t .  The accoun ts he re c e iv e d  from Lyde and Cooper, f o r  example,
showed how many hogsheads o f tobacco  were re c e iv e d  from which sh ip  and
th e  s h ip m a s te r 's  name, a l l  o f th e  v a rio u s  fe e s  ch a rg ed --in c lu d in g  th e
customs d u t ie s ,  c a r ta g e , th e  commissions th e  merchant go t fo r  handling
th e  b u s in e s s , and p o ss ib ly  in su ra n c e , a lth o u g h  C u stis  argued a g a in s t
having i t —and th e  q u a n t i t ie s  so ld  w ith  th e  names of th e  buyers and th e  
57r a t e s .  C u s tis  made su re  th a t  each o f h is  m erchants always had enough 
money to  h is  c r e d i t  to  pay th e  -English customs so th a t  he could tak e  
advantage o f th e  d isc o u n ts  f o r  cash  payment. In  1731 he wrote to  Robert 
Cary on ju s t  t h i s  su b je c t:
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I  am v ery  s o rry  I  should not have s u f f ic ie n t  Cash in  your hands 
to  answer th e  d isco u n ts  o f what Tob: I  send you, I  know very  
w ell what i t  w i l l  tak e  to  c le a r  a hd of 800 n e t ;  and made su re  I  
had c r e d i t  enough to  answr t h a t ,  i f  I  had dream t o th e rw ise , should 
no t have tro u b le d  you w ith  more Tohs than  my mony would c le a r ,  
f o r  th a t  i s  doing no th ing ; and am se n s ib le  you g iv e  9 o r  12  months'
Cr b u t what i s  t h a t  to  th e  purpose; . . . I  a s su re  you I  know i t  
to  bee f a c t  having form erly  l iv e d  w ith  o ld  Mr P erry  some years  
and saw th e  methods he and o th e rs  u se d .58
C u s tis  had ended h is  e a r l i e r  a s so c ia tio n  w ith  B e ll  and Dee in  1721 
because th ey  d id  n o t send him "an account C urren t every  y e a r ,"  bought 
goods on e ig h teen  months c r e d i t  when they  had h is  cash  in  t h e i r  hands 
(and th e  goods a r r iv e d  in  t e r r i b l e  c o n d itio n ) , and charged him an " e x tra ­
vagant a r b i t r a r y  f r e ig h t . "  He wrote them th a t  " th e re  a re  many more un­
reaso n ab le  th in g s  to  bee s a id  on your l a t e  p ro ceed in g s; b u t I  have no t
59p a tie n c e  to  descend to  p a r t ic u la r s .  Tobacco consignm ent m erchants
earned a  3 p e rc e n t commission on th e  g ro ss  p r ic e  re ce iv ed  f o r  th e  tobacco 
f o r  handling  i t s  s a le ,  an o th e r '2 - 1 /2  p e rcen t on goods 'purchased  f o r  th e  ' 
p la n te r  and. sometimes a 2- 1 /2  p e rcen t f r e ig h t  charge f o r  sh ipp ing  th o se  
goods to  V irg in ia . I f  th e  p la n te r —u n lik e  C u s t is —d id  no t have s u f f ic ie n t  
c a s h 'o r  c r e d i t  w ith  h is  m erchant, th e  merchant cou ld  pay .the tobacco 
d u tie s  and th en  bo th  pocket th e  v a rio u s  cash d isc o u n ts  and charge th e  
p la n te r  i n t e r e s t  on th e  f u l l  amount. He would a ls o  charge i n t e r e s t  on 
th e  goods o rd e red  by th e  p l a n t e r . ^
C u s tis  found i t  advantageous to  correspond w ith  more th an  one mer­
ch an t. He d id  so in  o rd e r  to  o b ta in  th e  h ig h e s t p r ic e  fo r  h is  tobacco 
and th e  low est p r ic e s  f o r  th e  th in g s  he o rdered  from B r i ta in ,  p lay in g  one v 
m erchant o f f  a g a in s t  a n o th e r . Given th e  u n c e r ta in i t i e s  o f  sh ipp ing  due 
to  w eather, w a rfa re , and p i r a te s ,  being  ab le  to  send h is  tobacco by th e  
sh ip s  be long ing  to  d i f f e r e n t  m erchants—o r even to  B r is to l  o r Glasgow
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r a th e r  than  to  London—"benefited him. Indeed he complained to  Robert 
Cary in  1725 th a t  he cou ld  no t g e t th e  ca p ta in s  to  accep t tobacco con­
signed  to  him as they  would c a r ry  "but to  t h e i r  owners, . . . and I  
a s su re  you th a t  you a re  o b lig ed  to  Capt Cant who d e c la re s  he w il l  Carry 
tobacco to  you as  soon as to  any man." The r e tu rn  voyage was ju s t  as 
c r u c ia l .  In  1735 C u s tis  w rote to  P erry
I f  you Gentlemen a t  London th in k  i t  fo r  your i n t e r e s t  to  send 
our goods so l a t e ;  I  b e lie v e  most w il l  th in k  i t  not t h e i r  in ­
t e r e s t  wholy to  depend on th e  London sh ip s ; we want our C loa th ing  
e a r ly  f o r  our s la v e s ,  and o th e r  n e c e s sa r ie s  fo r  our P la n ta t io n s , 
which w i l l  fo rc e  us to  co rrespond  w ith  th e  out p o r ts ;  o r l e t  our 
s la v e s  p e r ish ; o r  s e t  a l l  th e  w in te r  by th e  f i r e .
The London m erchants e v id e n tly  responded to  such warnings because two
y ears  l a t e r  C u s tis  n o t i f i e d  Lyde and Cooper in  B r is to l  th a t  "indeed th e
Londoners were a l l  to  nim ble f o r  you l a s t  year; and I  b e le iv e  w il l  en-
6ldeavor to  bee so a llw a y s ."
In  f i l l i n g  p e rso n a l r e q u e s ts ,  C u s tis  took advantage o f having bo th  
Cary and P e rry  as h is  London co rresp o n d en ts . In  1727 he d ire c te d  M icajah 
P erry  to  p u t £2,000 s t e r l i n g  o f the~money he had on account w ith  him in to  
th e  Bank o f England and impowered P erry  to  re c e iv e  th e  i n t e r e s t  fo r  
C u s t is 's  use y e a r ly . At th e  same tim e he a le r te d  Robert Cary o f  th e  
re q u e s t, ask in g  him to  ta k e  th e  money from P erry  and make th e  d e p o s it 
i f  P erry  re fu se d  o r cou ld  n o t be b o th ered . Seven years l a t e r  C u stis  
reminded Cary o f th e  t r a n s a c t io n  and d e s ire d  him to  see by th e  bank 
books whose name i t  i s  in ;  d o u b tle ss  i t  ought to  bee in  mine and no t 
Mr P erry s; . . .  I  d e s i r e  you may make no words o f t h i s . "  W right main­
ta in s  t h a t  Robert C a r te r 's  l e t t e r s  re v e a l "a shrewdness th a t  would have
been a c r e d i t  to  th e  c a n n ie s t o f  h is  New England con tem poraries ,"  a
62judgment th a t  could  as  e a s i ly  app ly  to  th o se  o f John C u s tis .
Slaves were an im portan t p a r t  o f  th e  p la n ta t io n  economy, and C u s tis  
owned over two hundred, spread  over h is  v a rio u s  p ro p e r t ie s .  Some of 
them were s k i l l e d c r aftsm en; Byrd meriioned in  his* d ia ry  "buying a "negro 
shoemaker" from him. Like o th e r  p la n te r s  C u s tis  t r e a te d  t h e i r  i l ln e s s e s  
h im se lf , and a lso  l ik e  o th e rs  h is  s la v e s  sometimes ran  away. Byrd noted 
in  September 1710 th a t  fo u r o f th e  C u s tis  "negroes were run away." —
In  th e  May 9> 17^5» V irg in ia  G a z e tte , C u s tis  a d v e r tis e d  a  rew ard fo r  
th e  sa fe  r e tu rn  o f a  runaway s lav e  "named P e te r ,"  who went away w ith frI ro n s  
on h is  L egs."  S u rp r is in g ly , th e  ad v ertisem en t n o te s  th a t  P e te r  robbed 
C u s tis  o f cash , household l in e n , and o th e r  goods. The f a c t  th a t  P e te r  
could  read  and probably  w rite  i s  a lso  m entioned. When John Randolph 
went to  England in  1732, C u s tis  k ep t an eye on h is  p la n ta t io n  b u sin ess  as 
he had e a r l i e r  f o r  W illiam  Byrd. In  re p o r tin g  to  Randolph, C u stis  
w rote th a t  "some of th e  N igros, and p a r t i c u la r ly  Simon a t  Chicohominy 
has . . . run  away, haveing a  n o tio n  th a t  he had no m aster; b u t upon com­
p la in t  o f th e  o v e rsee r, I  went im m ediately up; and undeceived him to  
h is  c o s t ."
P a r t  o f h is  s o l ic i tu d e  fo r  R andolph 's  a f f a i r s  stemmed from R andolph 's 
a c tin g  on h is  b e h a lf  in  a troublesom e law s u i t  over th e  D aniel Parke 
e s ta te .  When Byrd encumbered h im se lf  w ith  th e  Parke d eb ts  owed in  London 
and V irg in ia , no mention had been made o f o th e r  d eb ts  in  th e  f in a l  a g ree ­
ment. S ince th e  w ill  s ta te d  th a t  F ran ces , as th e  p r in c ip a l  h e ir e s s  o f 
th e  V irg in ian  and E n g lish  e s ta te s ,  would be re sp o n s ib le  f o r  a l l  d eb ts , 
when claim s tu rn e d  up in  th e  Leeward I s la n d s ,  an a p p lic a tio n  was made 
to  John C u s tis  f o r  t h e i r  payment. Lucy C h ester, who had in h e r i te d  P a rk e 's  
w ealth  in  th e  I s la n d s , m arried  (a p p a re n tly  a t  th e  age o f 11) Thomas
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Dunbar, who took  th e  name o f Parke as s p e c if ie d  in  D aniel P a rk e 's  w i l l .
This Dunbar Parke th en  appealed  to  C u s tis  f o r  payment o f th e  d eb ts ;
C u s tis  r e p l ie d  e x p la in in g  th e  course o f even ts  in * V irg in ia  and England 
and assu red  him th a t  he had "paid  more than  th e  whole e s ta te  in  V irg in ia  
was ever w orth ."  He a ls o  p o in ted  out th a t  " t i s  very  s tra n g e  th a t  such 
a v a s t e s ta te  as  th e  G en e ra li l e f t  in  those  I s la n d s  should n o t s a t i s f y  
any reaso n ab le  body c o n s id e rin g  how sham efully  i t  was g iven  away; from 
h is  la w fu ll  p o s te r i ty  b u t I  a ssu re  you S ir ;  I  am n o t a t  a l l  a s tra n g e r  
how th a t  e s ta te  has b in  managed." As fo r  Dunbar P a rk e 's  th re a te n e d  
law s u i t ,  C u s tis  m ain ta ined  th a t  he knew "the  expense o f going to  Law 
as w ell as any man; having never b in  f re e  of i t ,  ever s in c e  I  f i r s t  took 
upon me th e  management o f t h i s  unlucky e s ta te  of C o ll. P a rk e s ."  He went 
on to  say th a t  he would "spend th e  l a s t  penny I  have in  th e  w orld, 
r a th e r  th a n - .  . .- pay one f a r th in g  o f your u n ju s t  and unreasonable demand." 
He a lso  w rote to  C aesar Rodney, an execu to r o f th e  e s ta te ,  and to  M icajah 
P erry  and W illiam  Byrd about Dunbar P a rk e 's  l e t t e r .  He inform ed P erry  
th a t  he had " re ta in e d  Mr. Holloway, Randolph and C layton who g iv e  me 
encouragement a s  a l l  Lawers w il l  do and t e l l  me I  am in  no d an g er."  In  
17^1 C u s tis  summed up th e  course o f th e  l i t i g a t i o n  in  a  l e t t e r  to  John 
Hanbury:
as f o r  my Law a f f a i r ;  i t  goes as f a s t  as th e  r u le s  o f Law, and 
th e  t r i c k s  and Q uirks o f th e  Lawers w ill  perm it; i t  has b in  A 
long v e x a tio u s  te d io u s  a f f a i r  . . .  I  have l o s t  by d ea th  so 
many Lawers bo th  in  V irg in ia  and England; and flu n g  away so much 
mony; t h a t  I  s h a l l  cno t] employ any more in  Eng: t i l l  th e  cause 
i s  r ip e  to  go th e re  where th e re  i s  choice enough; though th e re  
i s  no t h e re ; . . . I  do no t expect to  l iv e  to  see th e  end o f th e  
d i s p u te .^5
N eith e r C u s tis  n o r h is  son d id  l iv e  to  see i t s  end.
32
For r e l i e f  from such f r u s t r a t i n g  a f f a i r s ,  C u s tis  had h is  garden. He 
took up garden ing  soon a f t e r  moving to  W illiam sburg. In  a 1717 l e t t e r  
he re p o rte d  having " l a t e ly  g o t in to  th e  vein  o f gard en in g ."  W illiam
66Byrd shared t h i s  i n t e r e s t  and m entions C u s t i s 's  garden in  h is  d ia r y . .
Dr. Cocke's w ife was th e  s i s t e r  o f Mark C atesby, ihe n a tu r a l i s t  who e v id e n tly  
knew C u stis  and l ik e d  h is  garden . A fte r  Catesby had l e f t  W illiam sburg, 
C u stis  acknowledged bo th  a g i f t  and a  compliment "concerning my Garden, 
which I  a ssu re  you no ways d ese rv es  i t . "  At th a t  p o in t he was "out o f 
h e a r t w ith endeavoring any th in g  b u t what i s  hardy and V irg in ia  p ro o f ."
His gardening i n t e r e s t s ,  however, a re  most f u l l y  recorded  in  h is  ex ten ­
s iv e  correspondence w ith  P e te r  C o llin so n , th e  well-known B r i t i s h  h o r t i -
c u l t u r a l i s t .  T h e ir  d e l ig h t f u l l  l e t t e r s  have been c a re fu lly  e d ite d  by V"
67E. G. Swem and p u b lish ed  as  B ro th e rs  o f th e  Spade.
As fo r  C u s t i s 's  house on F rance S t r e e t  in  W illiam sburg, i t  was ad­
v e r t is e d  f o r  s a le  in  1778 as  having "one o f th e  most r e t i r e d  and ag reeab le  
s i tu a t io n s ."  C u s tis  d e sc rib ed  i t  a s  being  "as s tro n g  and as h igh  a 
house as any in  th e  Government." Hugh Jones no ted  th a t  th e  W illiam sburg 
houses had "a passage g e n e ra lly  th rough  th e  m iddle o f th e  house fo r  an
>/
a ir -d ra u g h t in  summer," which ag rees  w ith  th e  ad v ertisem en t. According
to  Robert B everly  W illiam sburg r e s id e n ts  " c o n tr iv e  to  have la rg e  Rooms,
th a t  they  may be cool in  Summer . . . ‘and . . . th ey  adorn t h e i r  A part-
68ments w ith r ic h  F u rn itu re ."  In  o rd e rin g  a  bed from Cary, C u s tis  d id  
show concern t h a t  i t  be "good and handsom," d e s ir in g  h is  " p a r t ic u la r  c a re  
in  t h i s  m a tte r; i f  I  cou ld  bee so much in  your L ad ies fav o r as to  choose 
th e  m a te r ia l ls  I  should  bee much o b lig e d  to  h e r . Womens fa n c ie s  in  
th in g s  of t h i s  n a tu re  exceeds th a t  o f  mens." Iv o r  Noel Hume re p o r ts
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on th e  ex cavation  of a  w ell on th e  C u s tis  p ro p e rty  and th e  d iscovery  
o f th e  " f in e s t  group o f e a r ly  e ig h te e n th -c e n tu ry  d rin k in g  g la s s e s  ye t 
found in  A m erica," none d a tin g  l a t e r  than  th e  1730s. And in  1723 C u stis  
asked Byrd to  f in d  fo r  him in  London a p a in te d  " f i r e  screen" fo r  summer­
tim e use , commending B y rd 's  "good judgment in  p a in tin g "  a t  th e  same tim e
69he com plained about th a t  o f Commissary B la i r .
C u s t i s 's  r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  h is  c h ild re n  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  determ ine.
His l e t t e r  book seems to  re c o rd  only  l e t t e r s  to  co rresponden ts  o v erseas,
and th o se  l e t t e r s  seldom mention h is  fam ily . In  a  l e t t e r  to  Mrs. G ilb e r t
Pepper, D aniel P a rk e 's  o ld e r  s i s t e r ,  he d id  c laim  th a t  h is  c h ild re n  were
" a l l  th e  Comfort I  have in  th e  world and have k ep t my s e l f  s in g le  p a r t ly
f o r  t h e i r  s a k e s ."  In  an e a r l i e r  l e t t e r  to  h e r , he rev ea led  th a t  D aniel
cou ld  no t v i s i t  them in  England because he cou ld  "no t spare  him so f a r
70from me w h ils t  I  l i v e ."  As fo r  h is  daugh ter Fanny, C u stis  had e v id e n tly
p laced  her in  th e  ca re  of Hannah Ludw ell, who may have been h er godmother
71as w ell as D a n ie l 's .  In  1731 he recoun ted  in  a  l e t t e r  to  P e rry  th e
s to ry  o f one o f P e r r y 's  sh ip m aste rs , James Bradby, "perswading Fanny to
l i k e  him" and then  p roceed ing  to  badger C u s tis , who was q u ite  i l l ,  not
on ly  in to  co n sen tin g  to  t h e i r  m arriage b u t a lso  to  p rov ide  "a good s e a t
o f Land," w ell s tocked , and s e t t l e  i t  on Fanny and t h e i r  fu tu re  c h ild re n ,
as  w ell as to  promise h e r a  la rg e  in h e r i ta n c e . C ap tain  Bradby then
postponed th e  ceremony— "a day o r two b e fo re  th e  M arriage"—u n t i l  h is
n ex t voyage. C u s tis  r e f e r r e d  to  him as a  " ra s c a l"  and prom ised th a t  he
72and h is  f r ie n d s  in  th e  fu tu re  would n o t sh ip  any th ing  w ith th a t  man.
But Fanny d id  marry se v e ra l y ea rs  l a t e r .  The V irg in ia  G azette  
c a r r ie d  th e  fo llo w in g  n o tic e :
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On Wednesday Evening Mr. W illiam  Winch, a very  co n s id e rab le  
m erchant, was m arried  to  Miss Fanny Parke C u s tis ,  only D aughter 
o f th e  Honourable John C u s tis , Esq; one o f His M a je s ty 's  C ouncil 
o f  t h i s  Colony, a  v ery  d ese rv in g , w ell accom plish 'd  young Lady, 
w ith  a good F o rtu n e .
Winch, however, a p p a re n tly  w rote h e r out of h is  w il l  th e  n ex t year because
C u s tis  d id  n o t pay him th e  "£1000 f o r  h e r m arriage p o r tio n ."  At th e  same
tim e she was w ritin g  him a f f e c t io n a te  l e t t e r s  reg a rd in g  h is  b u s in e ss  in  
71V irg in ia . ' J
Dani e l  Parke C u s tis  a ls o  had tro u b le  f in d in g  a spouse. C u s tis  
w rote P erry  t h a t  D aniel "was in  a  f a i r  way o f being  M arried and going 
from me; b u t th e  Lady d id  n o t use him very  handsomly; and th e  match i s  
fo re v e r  broke o f ."  A lthough he p ro fe ssed  a lean in g  toward an a l l ia n c e  
between D an iel and Ann Byrd, no th in g  came o f i t  because W illiam  Byrd 
could  n o t b r in g  him to  s a t i s f a c to r y  term s w ith  re g a rd  to  a  m arriage s e t t l e -
74 ^ment. In  th e  end D an iel decided  on m arrying M artha Dandridge, a p ro s ­
p e c t C u s tis  d id  n o t p a r t i c u la r ly  l i k e .  He o b jec te d  because she had no o,U{
fo r tu n e  comparable w ith  h is  s o n 's  and p o ss ib ly  because he d is l ik e d  her 
f a th e r .  James Power, an a t to rn e y , helped  D aniel win h is  f a t h e r 's  p e r­
m ission—i f  n o t b le s s in g —and th e  m arriage took p lace  in  1749. Martha
jo in ed  D aniel a t  h is  p la n ta t io n  in  New Kent County, where he had l iv e d
■p  7 5f o r  some y e a rs .
C u s tis  may have a lso  had a  n a tu r a l  son by one o f h is  s la v e s ,  "young 
A lic e ."  The boy, named John b u t c a l le d  Jack , was such a f a v o r i te  th a t  
Pow er's l e t t e r  to  D an ie l, inform ing him o f h is  f a t h e r 's  app roval o f  h is  
proposed m arriage w ith  M artha, m entioned winning C u s t i s 's  fav o r by 
p re se n tin g  Jack  w ith  a  "h o rse , b r id le ,  and sadd le"  in  D a n ie l 's  name. ^
And a t  one p o in t C u s tis  th re a te n e d  to  d i s in h e r i t  D aniel and leav e  th e  ^
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bu lk  of h is  e s ta te  to  Jack . C u s t i s 's  f in a l  w il l  d id  in  f a c t  p rov ide  f o r
v
J a c k 's  manumission and f o r  a com fortab le  m aintenance. He s p e c if ie d  th a t  
a  "handsome s tro n g  convenient dw elling  house accord ing  to  th e  dimen­
s io n s  I  s h a l l  d i r e c t  and a p lan  th e ro f  drawn by my s a id  f r ie n d  John B la i r  
E sq u ire ,"  be b u i l t  and w ell fu rn ish e d  f o r  Jack . He f u r th e r  d ire c te d  
th a t  Jack should  l iv e  w ith  h is  son u n t i l  th e  boy reached th e  age o f */
tw enty . Jack , however, d ied  in  1751»
John C u s tis  may have been somewhat s e n ile  in  h is  l a t e r  y e a rs .
D esp ite  h is  having "allw ays b in  a r e g u la r  moderate man and never . . . 
drunk in  ^hiS] whole l i f e , "  C u s t i s 's  l i f e  was seem ingly an unending 
b a t t l e  w ith  one i l l n e s s  a f t e r  th e  o th e r , making i t  d i f f i c u l t  to  b e lie v e  
t h a t  he l iv e d  to  th e  age of 71* As e a r ly  as 1717 Byrd wrote him th a t  
" th e  t r u th  i s  you have been so g re a t  a s u f f e re r  by d iso rd e r  a lre a d y , 
t h a t  I  b e lie v e  you w il l  begin  to  th in k  h e a lth  worth any c o n s tr a in ts  or 
s e l f  denyal t h a t  one can use upon our form er h a b its  o r in c l in a t io n s ."
In  A pril 1731-C u s tis  w rote -th a t-h e  had- "been very  much a f fe c te d -w ith
77s ick n es  ever s in c e  l a s t  A u g u s t ." '' But in  O ctober 17^0 he "was taken  
w ith  pa in s  in  my sh o u ld ers  and knees which dayly  in c reased  . . . and 
th e  use of a l l  my lim bs tak en  from me w ith  th e  ex cessiv e  p a in s  th a t  
f o r  some months I  could  s t i r  no th ing  b u t my eyes . . .  in  t h i s  co n d itio n  
la y  confined  t i l l  March." He to ld  C o llin so n  in  17^1 th a t  he expected  
to  be c r ip p le d  th e  r e s t  o f h is  l i f e  and had "o ften  wished f o r  d e a th ."
A year l a t e r  he re p o rte d  being ab le  " to  walk about w ith  a cane" and to  
r id e  "as w ell as e v e r ,"  though he needed help  mounting and dism ounting.
He s a id  th a t  th e  d ise a se  was a "Nigro d istem per endem iall to  A fr ik ."
He had bought some d isea se d  s la v e s  who in fe c te d  "more than  50” o f h is
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o th e r  s la v e s  and "believed th a t  he had "got i t  endeavoring to  cu re  them; 
and g e t t in g  c o ld  s e t t in g  on a te d io u s  Assembly in  v ery  severe  w eath er."  
C u s tis  a lso  re p o rte d  th a t  he then  had " l i t t l e  t a s t e  f o r  any th in g ; my 
garden i s  th e  c h ie f e s t  p le a su re  I  ta k e  b es id e s  read in g  which I f  I  d id
OO
n o t d e l ig h t  in  should have run mad."
The s t a t e  o f h is  h e a lth  d id  a t  l a s t  cause him to  n o t i fy  th e  council 
on August 26 , 17^9, th a t  "A Consciousness o f my I n a b i l i t y  has made me 
long d e c lin e  a l l  p u b lic  B usiness, and determ ines me no more to  i n t e r ­
f e re  w ith  A f fa ir s  o f th e  Government." A cting on h is  l e t t e r  th e  co u n cil
79and governor suspended him. His r e s ig n a tio n  was c r i t i c a l  because he 
had become th e  p re s id e n t o f th e  co u n c il through s e n o r i ty  and th e  gover­
nor was about to  leav e  f o r  England and C u s tis  would have become a c tin g  
governor, d e s p ite  h is  in f i r m i t i e s .  He d ied  e a r ly  th a t  November.
The in s c r ip t io n  on John C u s t is ’s tombstone has earned  him a p lace  
in  popu lar V irg in ia  h is to ry .  The p ro v is io n  concerning  i t  i s ,  th e re fo re ,  
worth quo ting  from h is  w il l  in  i t s  e n t i r e ty :
my w i l l  and e a rn e s t d e s ir e  i s  th a t  my ex ecu to r h e r e a f te r  named 
do la y  o u t and expend as soon as  p o s s ib le  a f t e r  my decease  ou t 
o f my e s t a t e  th e  sum o f one hundred pounds s te r l in g  money o f 
G reat B r i ta in  to  buy a  handsome tom bstone o f th e  most d u rab le  
stone th a t  can be purchased f o r  p i l l a r s  very  decen t and hand­
some to  la y  over my dead body engraved on th e  tom bstone my coat 
o f arms which a re  th re e  p a r ro ts  and my w i l l  i s  th a t  th e  fo llow ing  
in s c r ip t io n  may be a lso  handsomely engraved on th e  s a id  s tone  
(v iz )  Under t h i s  m arble stone la y s  th e  body o f  th e  Hon o rab le  
J ohn C u s tis  Esqr o f  th e  C ity  o f  W illiam sburgh and P a r ish  o f 
Bruton fo rm erly  of Hungars P a r is h  on th e  E a s te rn  Shoar o f  V irg in ia  
and county  o f Northampton th e  p la c e  o f h is  N a tiv i ty  aged ^71^ 
years  and y e t l iv e d  bu t seven y ea rs  which was th e  space o f  tim e 
he k ep t B a tch e lo rs  house a t  A rlin g to n  on th e  E a s tern  Shoar o f 
V irg in ia  T h is  in s c r ip t io n  pu t'”o^n~the s tone  by h is  own p o s i t iv e  
o rd e rs  and I  do d e s ir e  and my w i l l  i s  and I  s t r i c t l y  r e q u ire  i t  
th a t  a s  soon as p o ss ib le  my r e a l  dead body and no t a sham c o ff in e  
be c a r r ie d  to  my p la n ta t io n  on th e  E a s te rn  Shoar o f V irg in ia  c a l le d  
✓ Ar l in g to n  and th e re  my r e a l  body be b u rie d  by my grand
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f a th e r  th e  H onorable John C u stis  E squire where a la rg e  w alnut 
t r e e  fo rm erly  grew and i s  now in c lo se d  w ith  a h r ic k  w all which 
b r ic k  w all i t  i s  my w il l  and I  s t r i c t l y  charge and re q u ire  i t  
th a t  th e  s a id  b r ic k  w all be always kept in  good r e p a ir  very  
handsomely by my h e i r  th a t  s h a l l  enjoy my e s ta te  and i f  my h e i r  
should in g r a te f u l ly  o r o b s tin a te ly  re fu se  o r  n e g le c t to  comply 
w ith  what r e l a t e s  to  my b u r ia l  in  every p a r t ic u la r  I  then  b a r r  
and cu t him o f f  from any p a r t  o f my e s ta te  e i th e r  r e a l  o r  p e rso n a l 
and only g ive  him one s h i l l i n g  s te r l in g  and in  such case I  g ive  
my whole e s ta te  r e a l  and p e rso n a l to  th e  nex t h e ir  male o f my 
fam ily  named C u s tis  th a t  w i l l  r e l ig io u s ly  and p u n c tu a lly  see  t h i s  
my w i l l  perform ed bu t more e s p e c ia lly  what r e la te d  to  my b u r ia l  in  
g en era l and i f  by any a c c id en t th e  tom bstone and appurtenances 
should  be l o s t  broke o r  any waies m iscarry  in  coming in  from Ehgland 
o r any o th e r  ways w hatsoever in  th a t  case  my p o s i t iv e  w i l l  i s  and 
I  e a rn e s tly  r e q u ire  i t  t h a t  my h e ir  o r  execu to rs im m ediately send 
to  Ehgland f o r  such an o th e r s tone  ex a c tly  w ith  th e  same appur- qq 
tenan ces  o f th e  same p r ic e  u n t i l  one s h a l l  come sa fe  to  hand. . . .
The in s c r ip t io n  on C u s t i s 's  tombstone i s  u su a lly  c i te d  as h is  a ttem p t 
to  gain  revenge on h is  w ife  f o r  an unhappy m arriage. Jenn ings Cropper 
Wise th in k s  th a t  " i t  was n o t enough th a t  h is  contem poraries should w it­
ness h is  dom estic and m a r ita l  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  b u t p o s te r i ty  must be 
ap p rised  o f h is  w if e 's  c h a ra c te r ,  no t to  say h is  own, by means o f an 
e la b o ra te  tom bstone." A fte r  rev iew ing  C u s t i s 's  l i f e ,  however, i t  i s  
d i f f i c u l t - t o  b e lie v e - th a t.,  the_ in s c r ip t io n  was. prompted s o le ly  by h is  
unhappy m arriage, a lthough  i t  does i r r o n ic a l ly  echo an op in ion  o f  h is  
f a th e r - in - la w . Parke had w r i t te n  F rances th a t  "I know i t  i s  th e  d e s ir e  
o f  a l l  young people to  be m arried , and though very  few a re  as happy 
a f t e r  th e  m arriage as b e fo re , y e t everyone i s  w ill in g  to  make th e  
experim ent a t  t h e i r  own expence." The com bination o f i l l  h e a lth  and th e  
worry over th e  Dunbar Parke law s u i t  could a lso  have c o n tr ib u te d  to  
C u s t i s 's  fond memories o f  h is  b ach e lo r days. Worry over th e  m arriages 
o f D aniel and Fanny a lso  clouded h is  l a s t  y e a rs . In  a 173& l e t t e r  to  
P erry  he had. w r itte n  " i f  1^ 3 could  see my C hildren  marryd to  my s a t i s f a c t io n
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81have though t of lay in g  my hones in  E ngland ." T h ir te en  y ea rs  passed
b e fo re  D aniel took  a  b r id e ,  and th en  i t  was n o t w holly to  C u s t i s 's  l ik in g .
He had rea so n s  b es id e s  n in e  unhappy y ea rs  (assum ing th e  e n t i r e  m arriage
was d i f f i c u l t )  to  long f o r  a r e tu rn  to  th e  s im p ler l i f e  he had enjoyed
as  a b ach e lo r on th e  E a s te rn  Shore.
I t  ^ s  a lso  l ik e ly  th a t  he d id  n o t have f u l l  p o ssessio n  o f a l l  of
h is  f a c u l t i e s  when he made th e  w i l l .  H is th re a te n in g  to  d i s in h e r i t  h is
son seems o u t o f c h a ra c te r ,  g iven h is  l i f e lo n g  concern over p re se rv in g
h is  p ro p e rty  f o r  h is  h e i r .  And du ring  th o se  l a s t  y ea rs  he became
f r ie n d ly  w ith  Mrs. Anne Moody, th e  w ife  o f a ta v e rn  keeper on C a p ita l ✓
Landing Road. J u s t  what t h e i r  r e la t io n s h ip  was i s  open to  c o n je c tu re . In
h is  w i l l  he l e f t  her "tw enty pounds s te r l in g  . . .  to  be p a id  to  her
a n n u a lly  d u rin g  h e r n a tu ra l  l i f e . "  She a lso  re c e iv ed  a  p o r t r a i t  o f Jack .
A fte r  C u s t i s 's  d ea th  D an ie l and M artha sued h er and h er husband to  r e -  u-
82cover th e  th in g s  C u s tis  had given them from h is  house. ~  I t  i s  perhaps 
r e le v a n t  in  t h i s  co n tex t to  mention Robert C a ry 's  condolence l e t t e r  to  
D an ie l. A f te r  saying "we . . . a re  s o rry  to  h ea r o f our o ld  F rien d s 
D eath, bu t a s  he i s  r e l i e v 'd  from such g re a t  M isery we hope ou r Loss i s  
h is  G a in ,” he con tinued  w ith  a r e p o r t  on b u s in ess  a f f a i r s .  I n te r e s t in g ly ,  
he se n t a l l  o f th e  item s C u s tis  had o rdered  excep t " th e  o th e r  being
Oo
c h ie f ly  M illry  e tc  fo r  some Lady we o m itte d ."  I t  i s  easy to  p ic tu re  
Mrs. Moody p o ss ib ly  ta k in g  advantage o f a s ic k  o ld  man, e s p e c ia l ly  one 
who might have been je a lo u s  over h is  s o n 's  re c e n t  m arriage.
Reading C u s t i s 's  l e t t e r  book c o n ta in in g  l e t t e r s  w r itte n  du ring  h is  
prim e, 1717 to  17^ 2 , g iv es  a  d i f f e r e n t  p ic tu r e  of th e  man than  has been 
reco rd ed  in  lo c a l  t r a d i t i o n .  His keen b u s in e ss  mind sh in e s  f o r th  in
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th e  d e ta i le d  in s t r u c t io n s  to  h is  m erchants. H is m ise rly  ten d en c ies
a lso  show up c le a r ly ,  h u t they  were n o t s tro n g  enough to  p rev en t him
from l iv in g  w ell and showing c o n s id e ra tio n  f o r  h is  f r ie n d s .  At one p o in t
he o rdered  tobacco p ip e s  f o r  th e  use o f h is  v i s i t o r s ,  n o tin g  th a t  he d id
84n o t smoke h im se lf . He a lso  knew h is  own mind and expressed  h im self 
v iv id ly —as f o r  example in  com plaining about be ing  charged f o r  some 
newspapers, he w rote "I never have had any news papers  in  my l i f e ;  nor 
ever d e s ir e  any I  do no t reg a rd  who has l o s t  a  S p a n ie ll  b i tc h  who has
O r
d ied  o f th e  pox and such s tu f  as G azetts  a re  s tu f f d  w ith ."
I t  was h is  b lu n tn e ss  and w illin g n e ss  to  speak o u t th a t  s tay ed  in
Richard H a r ts w e ll 's  memory. In  a  1766 l e t t e r  to  th e  p r in te r  o f  th e
V irg in ia  G a z e tte , he remembered
a t r i a l  a t  W illiam sburg, when th e  Hon. Mr. Gooch was Governour, 
o f a man f o r  h o r s e - s te a l in g , who l iv e d  in  P rin c e  W illiam . The 
f a c t  was proved a g a in s t him, to  th e  s a t i s f a c t io n  o f th e  whole 
Court; and y e t ,  by a V enire from th a t  county , he was a c q u it te d .
At which Col. C u s tis ,  one o f th e  C ouncil, cou ld  no t co n ta in ; 
b u t, th rough  a s p i r i t  o f in d ig n a tio n  ro se  up and swore he be­
lie v e d  th e  whole Ju ry  were h o r s e - s te a le r s  them selves.
T his anecdote n o t on ly  t e l l s  something about C u s tis  b u t a lso  about th e
ju s t i c e  meted o u t by th e  V irg in ia  o lig a rc h y . As W right p o in ts  ou t " i t
i s  a t r i b u t e  to  t h e i r  i n t e g r i t y  and honesty  th a t  t h e i r  d e c is io n s  were
86d is t in g u is h e d  f o r  wisdom and ju s t i c e ."
But where i s  C u s t i s 's  c h a ra c te r  and p e r s o n a li ty  to  be found?
Perhaps i t  i s  b e s t  re v e a le d  in  h is  l i f e lo n g  f r ie n d s h ip  w ith  Commissary 
B la i r —not h im se lf  an easy man to  g e t along w ith —and W illiam  Byrd.
The Byrd d ia r ie s  re c o rd  a warm, f r ie n d ly  r e la t io n s h ip ,  as  does t h e i r  
su rv iv in g  correspondence, and i t  was a  deep and s tro n g  f r ie n d s h ip  
to  surmount th e  l i t i g a t i o n s  surround th e  Parke e s ta te .  B l a i r 's  r e ­
gard  f o r  C u s tis  was ev id en tly  shared  by h is  nephew, John B la i r ,  who
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i s  mentioned in  C u s t i s 's  w il l  as  h is  "worthy and esteemed frie n d "  (he 
rece iv e d  a bequest of £100 s te r l i n g  and h is  w ife Mary f iv e  guineas f o r  
a  mourning r in g )  and served  as one o f th e  w itn esse s . The key to  C u s t i s 's  
c h a ra c te r  i s  perhaps th a t  "S a rd in ian "—or sa rd o n ic—sm ile th a t  Byrd 
m entioned in  h is  l e t t e r ,  r a th e r  th an  a  tom bstone th a t  was f a b r ic a te d  in  
th e  mind o f an o ld  man s u f fe r in g  from a c h ro n ic , d isa b lin g  d ise a se .
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cM icajah Perry-]'1' Aug 12: 172*4-
T his comes to  inform  you th a t  on th e  12 o f  August.wee had such a
v io le n t  f lo o d  o f r a in  and p ro d ig io u s  g u s t o f  wind, th a t  th e  l i k e  I
do b e le iv e  never happend s in ce  th e  u n iv e r s a l l  deluge i t  has destro y d
most i f  no t a l l  th e  Tobacco in  th e  colony; some few people had housd
a p r e t ty  d e a l ,  b u t th e  g e n e ra l i ty  young and in  th e  f ie ld ;  and com
s p e c ia l ly  fodder a l l  most m in d  God knows what d re a d fu ll  e f f e c ts  th a t
may have; th e  t r e e s  in  th e  woods m iserab ly  blown up by th e  ro o ts  so
t h a t  th e re  was no p ass in g  in  many p la c e s  on horseback; houses blown
down v e s se ls  drove on shoar; I  my s e l f  have as  s tro n g  and as high a
house as any in  th e  Govemmt; s tan d s  on h igh  ground; and I  do a ffirm
i t  th a t  I  was o b lig ed  to  pu t on a p a i r  o f  whole boots to  walk from
one room to  th e  o th e r  to  Leave my house ho ld  goods on th e  Lee s id e  o f
2th e  house and th a t  w ith  much ado; th e  o ld e s t  man th a t  l iv e s  has never 
saw o r  heard  o f such a g u s t s in c e  th e  colony was sea ted  th e  in ju ry
o
i t  has done th e  Country in  g e n e ra ll  i s  in c re d ib le ;  I  do no t expect to
make Tob: to  pay my p u b lic k  ta x e s —stem ing being-■ p ro h ib ite d -so  th a t
n o th ing  can bee made o f  th e  l i t t l e  t a t t e r d  Tob: l e f t  in  th e  f ie ld ;  I
3 *4-do no t know how to  express what a d ism a ll fa c e  every p la n ta t io n  I
have seen has I  e a rn e s t ly  c e n t r e a t ] y o u  no t to  s e l l  my Tobacco t i l l
th e  sp rin g  u n le ss  you can have a very  g re a t  p r ic e  fo r  I  am su re  i f
y o u ll keep i t  you may have your own demands th e re  can bee bu t l i t t l e
come to  you nex t year and th e  c h e if  th a t  must bee o ld  Tobacco th a t  i s
7




I  Reed yours v ia  Barbados w ith an account o f s a le s  o f 18 hd to b : by
8th e  Spotswood [-1722] and must t e l l  you S i r  was s t a r t l e d  to  see such
a crop o f Tobacco g iven  away; when th e  sworn re c e iv e rs  viewed th a t  and 
9th e  Crop in  Cant t h a t  year th ey  assu red  me i t  was th e  b e s t  Tobacco
th ey  had seen a  g r e a t  w hile and I  know my s e l f  i t  was very  good; one
James S h e lto n  a  C arpen ter and a  man ju s t  f r e e  showd me an account o f
s a le s  o f  Tobacco from you made in  th e  same y ea r in  th e  Thames sh ip s :
which was such t r a s h  t h a t  no sworn re c e iv e r  would pass i t ,  i t  was such
tra s h ;  and wagers l a i d  th a t  i t  would b rin g  him in  d eb t; and you have
given him 9 d. ■§'!^ and 10 <1 P^ £ : ^  and mine th a t  one hdd was worth a l l
h is  you so ld  f o r  8 d \  which I  must t e l l  you I  th in k  unkind co n sid e rin g
th a t  I  have n o t on ly  s h ip t  you a g re a t  dea l o f Tob: lodged no t a
l i t t l e  mony in  your hands; which i s  an advantage to  no one bu t your
s e l f ;  made i t  my c h e if  s tudy  to  advance your in te r e s t ,  h ere ; and th a t
an [Obscure?} fe llo w  because he i s  a new co rresponden t and l i t t l e  i f
any mony in  your hands should bee more k in d ly  d e a l t  by th an  your o ld e r
12f r ie n d ,  a n o th e r in s ta n c e  i s  some Tob: s h ip t  by Mr P h il  L ig h tfo o t 
which was such t r a s h  t h a t  Mr Gibbons a s k i l l f u l  sworn r e c e iv e r  could 
n o t pass i t ;  and th e  o v e rse e r  th a t  made i t  be ing  a  poor fe llo w , Mr 
L ig h tfo o t cou ld  have no s a t i s f a c t io n  b u t s h ip t  i t  on th e  o v e rsee rs  
oath ; who would swear any th in g  r a th e r  than  bee ru in d  and t h i s  tobacco 
in  th e  same y ea r you gave 50 p r  more than  f o r  myne th a t  was duly  
q u a l i f ie d  th e  whole Country rung o f th e  badness o f th a t  Tob: i f  you
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13had "bin p leasd  to  have k ep t my Tob: according to  my d e s ir e  i t  would
have answerd; I  have seen your L e tte r s  to  some w herein you say th e
Market was empty; and you had accounts from hence o f th e  s h o r t  Crops;
and to  s e l l  such Tob: f o r  8 d -§• i s  very  od; I  hope I  s h a l l  have no more
reaso n  so j u s t l y  to  com^ain; I  have gave you an account of .the most
d r e a d fu l le s t  g u s t th e  12 o f Aug: th a t  ever happend such Noahs f lo o d  
1^i t  has a llm o st ru in d  th e  Country & th e  Tobacco a l l  most c lean  swept
15away com  in  abundance o f p laces  g re a t L ost; th e  c h e if e s t  p a r t  o f
th e  Timber in  th e  coun try  blown down which cannot bee re p a ire d  in
l6s e v e ra l l  ages I  hope you w i l l  no t s e l l  my Tobacco t i l l  n ex t sp rin g  
and then  I  am su re  you may have your own demand I  hope you w il l  pardon 
t h i s  L e t te r  which I  must th in k  I  have a  d ea l o f reason  to  w rite  and 
assu re  you th a t  I  am to  my power Yors
cDunbar Parke 3"^ cJanuary  15» 172^/5:
S i r
By Capt Cant I  reed  your very  su rp r iz in g  L e tte r  and i f  th e  r u le s  of
good manners d id  n o t o b lig e  me I  should  hard ly  g ive  you o r my s e l f  th e
tro u b le  o f an answer; however I  w i l l  t e l l  you th e  whole m a tte r  r e la te in g
to  Coll P arkes e s ta te  w ith  a l l  th e  t r u th  and s in c e r i ty  a  man of honor
18o r honesty  i s  capab le o f; i t  i s  f a c t  th a t  C o ll Parke l e f t  h is  e s ta te
19in  England and V irga: to  my Wife by th e  name o f Fran C u s tis ; and d id  
burden i t  w ith  h is  d eb ts ; some sm all tim e a f t e r  h is  dea th  I  re e d  a
20l i s t  o f h is  d eb ts  amounting to  £10000; I  im m ediately by act o f  P a rlia m t;
(which I  cou ld  n o t do w ith o u t) so ld  th e  g r e a te s t  p a r t  o f i t  tow ards
paymt of th o se  d eb ts ; b u t th a t  would no t do, my Wife & I  my s e l f  joynd
21in  a s a le  of th e  whole e s ta te  o f W hitchurch in  g re a t  B r i t t a in ;  and
s t i l l  i t  f e l l  s h o r t;  about £2000 pounds which I  pd a l l s o ;  then  upon
a n ic e  s c ru tin y  o f  C oll Parkes p ap ers ; I  found when to  l a t e  th e  most
> 22 v a lu ab le  p a r t  o f  h is  v irg n a : e s ta te ;  was e n ta i ld  by o ld  C oll Parke th e
23f a th e r  o f th e  G en era li; upon my w ife and Mrs Byrd; which wee bo th  now
2ken joy  accord ing  to  deed o f  p a r t i t i o n  so th a t  th e  G enera li was bu t
te n a n t f o r  l i f e ;  and cou ld  n o t d isp o se  o f i t  nor burden i t  w ith  any
d eb ts ; which o v e rs ig h t causd me to  pay s e v e ra l l  100s pounds in  my own
wrong more th an  I  was o b lig ed  to  by Law o r e q u ity ; and do a ssu re  you
I  have no a s s e ts  in  my hands; having p a id  more than  th e  e s ta te  was worth
t h i s  i s  s in c e re ly  m a tte r  o f f a c t  and w h ither you b e le iv e  i t  o r  no t I
va lu e  n o t, th e  demand you make i s  more than  h is  whole e s ta te  in  V irga
was ever w orth; b e fo re  i t  was to re  to  p e ic e s ;—t i s  very  s tra n g e  th a t
such a  v a s t e s ta te  as th e  G en era li l e f t  in  th o se  I s la n d s  should no t
s a t i s f y  any reaso n ab le  body c o n s id e rin g  how sham efully  I t  was given
away from h is  la w fu ll  p o s te r i ty ;  b u t I  a s su re  you S ir ;  I  am n o t a t  a l l
a s tra n g e r  how th a t  e s ta te  has b in  managed; and how sham efully  you have
s u ffe rd  your s e l f  to  bee imposd on; I  could  descend to  p a r t ic u la r s
b u t they  be ing  o f so keen a  n a tu re  t h a t  I  s h a l l  a t  p re sen t wave them,
you a re  p lea sd  to  o f f e r  to  s e t t l e  your co n tro v e rsy  in  f r ie n d s h ip ; no
man s e t t s  a h ig h e r  va lue  on f r ie n d s h ip  than  my s e l f  bu t do no t under-
25s tan d  buying i t  a t  so d ea r a r a te ;  and I  know th e  expence o f going
to  Law as w ell a s  any man; having n ever b in  f r e e  from i t  ev e r s in c e
I  f i r s t  took upon me th e  managemt o f t h i s  unlucky e s ta te  o f C oll 
26P arkes; which I f  I  had never heard  o f would have b in  w ell f o r  me;— 
and f in d  I  must s t i l l  go on to  th e  end o f  th e  C hapter and do a ssu re  
you S ir ;  I  would go to  Law th e  whole Course o f my L ife ; spend th e
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l a s t  penny I  have in  th e  world r a th e r  than  I  w i l l  pay one f a r th in g  of
your u n ju s t and unreasonable  demand; and must beg leav e  to  t e l l  you
th a t  you s h a l l  n o t r e p a i r  your o v e rs ig h ts  a t  my C ost; I  must co n fess
you may g iv e  me some tro u b le ; and pu t me to  some Charge; b u t depend _
on i t ;  where you pu t me to  one penny worth you w i l l  p u t your s e l f  to
a pound; and when you have done a l l  th e  p lay  w il l  n o t pay f o r  th e  
27Case I  have c o n su lted  a l l  th e  ab le  Lawers in  our Colony (and wee
have some very  g re a t  men) and they  a l l  a ssu re  me you; nor no one f o r
you can re co v e r one f a r th in g  o f me; so th a t  w h ith er you come o r s ta y
i t  w il l  bee eq u a l1 to  fo r  I  have pu t my s e l f  a l l re a d y  to  as much
Charge as  I  can do; excep ting  Court Charges which cannot p o ss ib ly
28f a l l  on me; so th a t  I  am very  w ell provided fo r  you & Mr Rodney 
come when you p le a se ; and am g lad  to  f in d  you desig n  to  e x h ib i t  a b i l l  
in  Chancery a g a in s t  me which w il l  no t bee ended in  a hu rry  (and i f  i t  
bee your p le a su re  f i r s t  to  tak e  up arms; I  am f u l ly  re so lv e d  i f  God 
spare  me to  bee th e  L ast th a t  th a t  s h a l l  Lay them down; as f o r  your 
appealing  to  Eng; th a t  does no t a t  a l l  f r i g h t  me I  know th e  n a tu re  o f
th a t  as w ell as  any man; and thank God have as many f r ie n d s  th e re
as I  have in  any p a r t  o f th e  world; and (w ithou t o s te n ta t io n  can f in d
mony to  g ive  you as  much Law th e re ,  as I  am determnd to  g ive  you
here; b u t th a t  must bee th e  work o f some y ears; as  f o r  your C o u n c ill’s 
op in ions two o f them I  know to  bee g re a t  men; and th ey  have given 
th e i r  op in ions very  R ight accord ing  to  th e  Query you have da ted  and 
so might th e  most ig n o ran t o ld  woman in  your I s la n d s ;  b u t i f  th ey  
knew th e  C ircum stances of th e  f a c t s  th ey  would t e l l  you an o th er s to ry ;  
as f o r  your ta k e in g  such a troublesom e voyage t i s  your own f a u l t  I
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s h a l l  go to  th e  Law w ith  a l l  th e  ease in  th e  world th e  Court “being 
in  s ig h t  o f my door; you say you cannot “bee d isap p o in ted  “but I  would 
n o t have you bee so su re  o f  an a f f a i r  you know no th ing  o f i f  you and 
I  l iv e  you w i l l  t e l l  me an o th e r  s to ry  6 o r  7 years  hence—I  must ask 
your pardon f o r  being  so p r o l ix  b u t n o t w ell answer yours f u l ly  w ith  
more b re v ity ; I  s h a l l  n o t say  more t i l l  I  see you in  th e  Spring and t i l l  
then  I  am
Mr c Caesar^ Rodny cJanuary  15, 1724/5]
I  reed  a  very  sm art L e t te r  from one who C a lls  himHself Dunbar Parke;
demanding a p r e t ty  sum o f mony o f  me to  pay th e  d eb ts  in  th e  Leeward
Is la n d s  o f th e  Lale Gen P arke; how th a t  g re a t  e s ta te  has b in  mismanged
you b e s t  know when C oll Parke made th a t  scandalous w il l  he could  never
dream th a t  any th in g  from th e  I s la n d s  could  in  reason  bee demanded from
t h i s  e s ta te  he having l e f t  such g re a t  e f f e c t s  th e re ;  n e i th e r  can you
29o r  any one b e le iv e  th a t  knew th e  G en e ra li; th a t  he ev er designed] to
30d ie  w ith  th a t  w i l l ;  b u t made i t  p u re ly  to  p lease  th a t  ad u lte ro u s  
31strum pet; who so u n fo r tu n a te ly  in to x ic a te d  him; I  took  Mr Rodney to  
bee a man o f more honesty  and honor than  to  a ttem pt ( i f  i t  were in  h is  
power which God be thanked i t  i s  n o t)  to  rob th e  Law full p o s te r i ty  o f 
h is  deceasd f r ie n d  to  e n r ic h  a  k e n n e ll o f whores and b a s ta rd s ; and i f  
you had th e  L east r e s p e c t  f o r  th e  mempry o f C o ll P arke; you; would no t 
s u f f e r  h is  dead, ashes to  bee so exposed by e x h ib it in g  such a scandalous 
w il l  in  any C ourt where he was so w ell known as in  V irga;
I  am very  w ell p repared  f o r  any a ttem p t you desig n  on me; and 
should  bee very  g la d  to  have a  b e t t e r  op in ion  o f you and am p leased  to  
d e l iv e r  th e  en clo sd
56
cM icajah Perry] [January  1725:
S i r
I  Reed a l l  my goods by th e  Burw ell to le r a b ly  w ell 'excep t one iro n  po t
broke to  p e ic e s  and some ea rth en  ware th e  Ship d id  n o t a r r iv e  here  t i l l
Xmas; being  fo rcd  to  A ntigua and l ik e  to  have b in  a l l  l o s t  I  suppose
Capt Cant w il l  r e l a t e  t h i s  m a tte r  more f u l l  than  I  can; he brought me
th e  enclosd  L e t te r  from A ntigua from one Dunbar Parke who M arried my
32good F a th e r  Parkes B astard ; and you w i l l  see demands £10000 o f me th e
w il l  o f C oll Parke ex p ress ly  says a l l  h is  d e b ts  must bee pd; ou t o f th e
V irga and e n g lish  E s ta te s  [ [b u t then  he proceeds and t e l l s  what deb ts
& le g a c ie s ;  VIZ: th a t  i s  to  my D aughter Lucy Byrd one thousand pounds
s t e r l  &c: so th a t  C o ll Parke could never mean th a t  h is  D aughter should
pay th e  deb ts  in  th e  I s la n d s  and I  hope th e  words o f th e  w il l ;  cannot
3 3
b e a r  any such c o n s tru c t io n ; : :  th ey  have g o t th e  op in ion  of th re e  ab le
Lawers which you w il l  see; bu t I  suppose th ey  d id  no t t e l l  th e  Lawers
th a t  th e  g r e a te s t  p a r t  o f  th e  E s ta te  had b in  a llre a d y  so ld  to  pay deb ts
&c and even-those  deb ts  in-E-ng.:r& V irga and I  am very  su re  th a t  more has
b in  a l l re a d y  p a id  than  th e  whole V irga e s ta te  was ev er worth o r  would
have y e ild e d  i f  i t  had b in  taken  by e x ecu tio n s ; I  thought I  had b in
r i d  o f  a l l  tro u b le  r e la te in g  to  t h i s  unhappy e s ta te  b u t f in d  I  am bu t
ju s t  beg in ing  I  have r e ta in d  Mr H o llow ay^  Randolph"^ and C layton‘S
who g ive  me encouragemt as a l l  Lawers w i l l  do and t e l l  me I  am in  no
3 7danger; I  beg you w i l l  send me A ju s t  account o f  what C o ll Byrd has
O Q
p a id  and s tan d s engaged f o r  i f  no t p a id , and i f  i t  bee more than  th e
E s ta te  was worth i t  may bee o f s e rv ic e  to  me; i f  th e se  whores and b a s ta rd s
39g e t t h e i r  demands my son i s  ru in d ; I  do no t doubt b u t th a t  you w il l
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do a l l  in  your power f o r  us; Dunbar d esigns to  bee fo u l o f  you f o r
what e s ta te  was in  England; I  wish I  had never heard  o f th a t  famous
name o f Parke; which would have saved me a world o f tro u b le  and u n easin ess ;
I  s h a l l  l e t  you know a l l  th e  p roceedings as they  happen
40 41I  am s o rry  you have om itted  my D aughters in v o ice  sen t by Bradby
i t  has b in  a v ery  g re a t  d isappo in tm t to  th e  g i r l  and pu t me to  an . 
unnecessary  Charge in  buying n e c e s sa r ie s  f o r  h er here
42j-William Byrd I I ]  zJanuary  1725]
Dear B ro t:
I  am in  day ly  e x p e c ta tio n  o f seeing  you bu t in  case I  should  be d i s ­
appo in ted  t h i s  comes to  inform  you th a t  one who c a l l s  him s e l f  Dunbar 
P arke, haveing m arried  th a t  l i t t l e  b a s ta rd  o f C oll P arkes in  A ntigua; 
has w r i t t  me a  v ery  sm art L e t te r  a Copy o f which I  have se n t Mr P erry ; 
and demands £10000 o f  me; i t  being d eb ts  o f C oll P arkes reco v erd  by Law 
in  A ntigua; and th e  w i l l  says h is  D aughter F rances C u stis  i s  to  pay th e  
fo llo w in g  le g a c ie s  & a l l  h is  d eb ts ; and then  proceeds to  say what they  
a re  VIZ: to  my D aughter Lucy Byrd £1000 &c, so th a t  I  th in k  he only 
meant th e  d eb ts  in  England and V irga: which you as  I  suppose have p a id  
they  have go t th e  op in io n  o f th re e  ab le  Lawers in  t h e i r  b e h a lf  as  they  
im agin; b u t th o se  Lawers have no t b in  l e t  in to  th e  t r u th  o f th e  M atter; 
th ey  do n o t know t h a t  a l l  th e  d eb ts  and L egacies in  Eng: & V irga a re  
p a id  which I  v e ry ly  b e le iv e  i s  more than  th ey  whole e s ta te  would have 
so ld  fo r ;  I  d e s ir e  you w il l  l e t t  me know very  p a r t ic u la r ly  how much 
mony you have p a id  which w il l  bee of s e rv ic e  to  me; and p lease  to  L e tt  
me have a u th e n tic k  p ro o fs  o f th e  d eb ts  you have p a id ; f o r  I  f e a r  C o ll 
Parkes e s ta te  must account f o r  a l l ;  i f  so my son i s  a l l  most ru in d ; I
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hope you have go t C o ll Parks L e t te r  "by you wherein he engaged to  g ive  
h is  daugh ter Lucy £1000 i f  you m arried  h er; which w il l  bee recond amongst 
h is  ju s t  d eb ts; I  am a f f r a id  wee have p a id  to  many L egacies which ought 
no t to  have b in  p a id  b e fo re  a l l  th e  deb ts  had b in  s a t i s fy d  I  wish 
I  may no t have cause to  wish th a t  I  had n ever heard o f th a t  famous name 
o f Parke
Z4.3 hh.
Mr Robt Cary D 1725
I  reed  a l l  my goods you sen t p r  th e  Burwell s a fe , and yors o f th e  10 
o f N ov:-w ith th e  c a rn a tio n  seed; should  bee very  g lad  o f some Layers 
o f good flo w ers , I  know th ey  w il l  l i v e  in  i f  th e  m aster tak e s  c a re  o f 
them because I  have had them come sa fe  b u t I  b e le iv e  i t  w i l l  bee s a f e s t  
to  pu t them in  a wooden th in g ; because p o ts  w il l  bee a p t to  breake;
I  have a p r e t ty  l i t t l e  garden in  which I  ta k e  more s a t i s f a c t io n  than  
in  any th in g  in  t h i s  w orld and have a  c o l le c t io n  o f to le r a b le  good 
flo w ers  and greens from- England;- b u t have had g re a t  lo s s e s  in  t h e i r  
comeing in  p a r t ly  by th e  c a re le s s n e s s  and ignorance o f th e  m asters of 
th e  sh ip s  th a t  brought them; and sometimes by th e  sh ip s  comeing in  to  
l a t e  I  had ;100 ro o ts  o f f in e  double du tch  T u lip s  sen t me from one
Jowers a g a rd in e r  a t  B a tte rsy ; b u t th e  sh ip  came in  so l a t e  th a t  most
i
o f them spen t them selves 2 o r  3 came up which a re  now f in e  flow ers any 
ro o ts  th a t  a re  bulbous w il l  come s a fe  i f  th e  sh ip s  comes in  e a r ly ; i f  
you send any la y e r s  o rd er th e  Capt to  pu t th e  box th a t  co n ta in s  them 
in  th e  b a l l a s t  o f  th e  sh ip  and now & then  g iv e  them a l i t t l e  w ater and 
i f  i t  lay es  in  your way w ith  ou t to  much tro u b le  should  bee g lad  o f a 
few double t u l i p  ro o ts  which must be kept d ry  in  th e  Cabbin—
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I  am so rry  to  f in d  th a t  my stemd Tobacco "by Cob does no t r i s e
w e ll I  thought i t  good of th e  s o r t  when i t  went from hence; bu t I  do no t
apprehend what you mean by i t s  being grey ; i f  i t  *bee th e  w hite mould you
mean, th e  b e s t  o f th e  p la n te r s  recon th a t  a  good s ig n  and th a t  Tobacco
w i l l  keep, b u t yellow  and blew mould i s  a dangerous s ig n  I  am perswaded
any c o lo r  w il l  go down t h i s  y ear; f o r  never was th e re  such a demand f o r
Tobacco in  my memory; and i f  i t  bee Tobacco i t  i s  no m atte r what i t
i s  e l s e ;  what I  have sen t you i s  very  good and had th e  good fo rtu n e  to
escape th e  g u s t; tho I  have l i t t l e  o r none o f my own crops b u t what
cou ld  bee very  mean in  a good y ear; b u t f o r  th e  w orst hd I  have I  am
o f fe rd  32sh S te r :  p r  Ct: and I  b e le iv e  I  s h a l l  tak e  i t ;  some se n t you
I  bought a t  a  sawsy r a te  having Cash by me thought I  might tu rn  i t  in to
47
S te r l in g  th a t  way; th e  r e s t  I  re e d  f o r  Rents which my te n a n t happend 
to  house b e fo re  th e  g u s t; I  have g re a t  tem p ta tio n  to  s e l l  i t  here ; b u t 
see in g  every  body so d e s iro u s  to  sh ip  I  though t I  s tood  as  ‘f a i r  a Chance
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as  any man; n o t-d o u b tin g  o f your b e s t  endeavours f o r  my in t e r e s t ;  I  
have se n t you an in v o ice  f o r  some goods-which I  d e s ir e  you to  send me 
p r  th e  f i r s t  good sh ip  fo r  York R iver; —I  was glad, to  hear my 12 hds 
by Bradby were unso ld ; I  th in k  th ey  were good and hope w il l  f e tc h  a good 
p r ic e .
Mr P e rry  1725
49 50
Yors by Capt G raves o f 8b r : 24 I  re ed  w herein you t e l l  me you have
s e n t my goods p r  th e  b u rw e ll, and in su re d  them as d ire c te d ;  I  h e a r ty ly  
wish you would re a d  d ire c t io n s  b e fo re  you a t  random pu t them in  execu tion ; 
I  never o rderd  you to  in su re  my goods; because I  never thought goods in  
danger; my d e s ir e  was to  ensure  th e  Cash you se n t; because i f  A p y ra t
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should ta k e  th e  sh ip  mony was so ready a th in g  th a t  th ey  would never
sp are  i t ;  "but th e y  have no occasion  fo r  goods and never touch  any
u n le ss  th ey  keep th e  sh ip  so t h a t  you have pu t me to  a  n eed le ss  charge
o f £3  4sh 6d and p o s i t iv e ly  a g a in s t  my in s t r u c t io n s ;  which you w il l  he
convinced o f  i f  you w i l l  hee p le a sd  to  re a d  my L e tte r s ;  then  I  s e n t 
51f o r  100 m oiders, and in s te a d  o f  th a t  you se n t me £1 0 0 ; which i s
52v a s tly  d i f f e r e n t ;  and have n o t in su re d  them; a l l th o  you had my p o s i t iv e
d ire c t io n s  as above; s e v e ra l l  th in g s  om itted  I  se n t f o r ,  and some
th in g s  se n t I  h ev er dream t o f th e se  th in g s  I  cannot th in k  proceed from
any w i l f u l l  n e g le c t;  h u t p u re ly  n o t having d ir e c t io n s  b e fo re  you when
they  a re  p u t in  ex ecu tio n ; I  s h a l l  hee allw ays very  g la d  to  have my
mony l a i d  ou t acco rd in g  to  my own d e s ire ;  because I  th in k  i t  i s  my r i g h t —
I  am g lad  to  f in d  you had my Tobacco by you when you w r it  to  me; i t
cannot f a i l  o f a  good p r ic e —never was such a demand fo r  Tobacco h ere ;
I  once thought I  should  n o t have made one hd b u t some o f my new d es ig n s
th a t  were in  th e  woods excaped b e t t e r  than  my o ld  P la n ta t io n s ,  so t h a t
I  s h a l l  send you some p r e t ty  good as  tim es go and some th a t  have th e
53g u s ts  l iv e r y ,  b u t i s  a d ea l b e t t e r  than  abundance th a t  w il l  go home 
b u t even f o r  v ery  w orst I  have I  have re fu se d  32sh p r  Ct S t e r l .  tho  I  
confess i t  i s  r e s i s t i n g  a  g re a t  tem p ta tio n , and more than  i t  can bee 
worth, b u t I  remember a say ing  o f H udibras"^ (VIZ) th a t  i s  th e  v a lu e  
o f A th in g  which i t  w i l l  b r in g ; I  should have so ld  a l l  b u t on th e  r e c e ip t  
o f yor L e t te r  I  ami re so lv e d  to  sh ip  i t ;  th in k in g  i  s tan d  as  f a i r  a
55Chance as  any man, I  come now to  answer yors r e l a t in g  to  my C h ild rens 
mony I have d isc o u rsd  C oll L u d w e ll^  about i t ;  and he says he never
57had a penny o f i t  and as  f o r  your say ing  C o ll Ludwell must account
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w ith  my C hild ren  you must pardon me i f  I  cannot agree w ith  you in  th a t
to
I  b e le iv e  no one can hee acco u n tab le  bu t your s e l f ,  yor G randfather 
being  th e  Executor; I  d id  expect and hoped i t  had b in  ou t a t t  i n t e r e s t  
long ago accord ing  to  th e  donors in te n t  and w il l  and as f o r  C oll
59Byrds C h ild ren  being  in  th e  same case , I  th in k  you a re  m istaken
because your G randfather w r it  to  me th a t  C oll Byrd had taken  h is
C h ild rens mony ou t o f h is  hands and agreed to  pay them in t e r e s t ;  and
Mr P erry  would have perswaded me to  do th e  same bu t I  re fu sd  i t ;  as
having no occasion  to  ta k e  mony a t  i n t e r e s t ,  and have so much o f my own
la y  dead; C oll Ludwell has w r i t  to  you to  c le a r  th e  m a tte r; so s h a ll
60no more o f i t  a t  p re se n t;  I  w r i t  to  you by Capt Hopkins concerning 
a troublesom e la w su it
Mr P e rry  1725
Amongs a l l  th e  f r ie n d s  you have in  V irga I  must bee c e r ta in  th a t  no
one w ishes you b e t t e r  o r s tu d ie s  more your i n t e r e s t  th an  my s e l f  which
6 lemboldens me to  say-w hat fo llo w s Mr B radly  has s e t t l e d  a  f a c to r  h ere  
to  buy Tobacco; which i s  a  g re a t  forw arding  h is  sh ips and by fu rn is h in g  
people w ith  goods h is  Tobacco comes to  him a t  an easy r a t e ;  and w il l  
in  a l i t t l e  tim e engross a g re a t  d ea l o f th e  tra d e  of bo th  York and 
James R iver; I  would have no more concem d in  t h i s  b u s in ess  than  
your Fam ily; Mr B oling  has bought a  p r e t ty  d ea l o f Tob; f o r  you a t  a 
sawcy r a t e  and h is  [-drawn?] b i l l s  a t  30sh p r  C t: and so would have gave 
me f o r  a l l  mine b u t I  re fu sd  i t  now S ir  had you a s u i ta b le  Cargo here  
e n tru s te d  w ith  an honest man you might have bought Tobacco e a r ly  a t  
h a lf  th a t  p r ic e  and engaged peop le  to  you; h ere  i s  a young man my
62Neighbor in  Town one Sami Cobs; who i s  b read  to  M erchandise; and I
62
b e le iv e  u n d erstan d s  th e  V irga "business as w ell as Mr any "body and 
knows and u n d erstan d s  th e  humor o f th e  p la n te r s  p e r f e c t ly  w ell; I  am 
in t im a te ly  acq u a in ted  w ith  him; and h e le iv e  him to  "bee as d i l ig e n t ,  and 
h o n es t, as any man th a t  l iv e s ;  t h i s  man would hee v ery  w ill in g  to  serve  
you, and i f  you th in k  t h i s  p ro je c t  w il l  tu rn  to  good account, you Cannot 
f i t  your s e l f  in  th e  whole Colony b e t t e r ,  i f  you have a mind to  buy 
arronoka  Tob: o r  any Tob: any were e l s e ,  he i s  a  s t i r i n g  man and b e le iv e
w il l  go were ev e r you d i r e c t  him; I  beg your pardon f o r  being  so f re e  
and forw ard ; b u t hope you w il l  tak e  i t  as I  mean i t  (VIZ) no th ing  bu t 
pure r e s p e c t  f o r  I  can no ways bee byassd  o r  have th e  l e a s t  glim pse of 
i n t e r e s t  in  th e  m a tte r; only  p u re ly  to  se rv e  you as I  th in k
rb lank  pagen
64[W illiam  Byrd I I 3 1725
D ear B ro t
Yors o f  th e  15 A p r i l l  l a s t  I  re ed  r e la te in g  to  our A ntigua k indred ;
I  have n o t s e e n -o r  heard  from Dunbar s in c e ;. I  w r it  him a very  warm
L e t te r  which Ib e le iv e  has a l i t t l e  coold  him; I  am s o rry  I  cannot
agree w ith  you in  your op in ion  about our agreem t; I  con fess  by th e
a r t i c l e s  Mr C layton  drew up, you a re  no ways o b lig ed  to  pay any d eb ts
b u t in  Eng: and V irga which was a  g re a t  om ission in  Mr C layton being
p o s i t iv e  c o n tra ry  to  h is  in s t r u c t io n s ,  which was th e  a r t i c l e s  drawn
6 ^up between us a t  C o ll Dukes —you may remember th e  f i r s t  heads you 
drew I  d id  n o t l i k e  and to ld  you th a t  you should  pay a l l  d eb ts  due from 
C oll Parke ex cep t th o se  c o n tra c te d  in  V irga: b e fo re  I  took  upon th e  
managmt o f t h a t  e s ta te  as exp ressed  in  th e  a r t i c l e s ;  your answer was, 
w ell B ro t to  make a l l  p la in  and easy  I  w il l  mention i t  so; which you
63
d id , and I  now have i t  from under your own hand a t t e s t e d  by 2 ev idences;
which Mr C layton overlookd when he drew our l a s t  agreem t: i f  I  were
now to  appear b e fo re  th e  t r ib u n a l l  of heaven; I  would th e re  av er th a t
i t  was my meaning and am su re  was our p o s it iv e  agrem t: and allw ays
expected  you shou ld  b e a r  me harm less from a l l  demands except c o n tra c te d
by my s e l f  in  V irga; &c and th e re fo re  I  might ju s t ly  c a l ld  th e  c o u n c il l
our c o u n c il l  &c: and cannot th in k  you had so hard a  b a rg a in  as you a re
p lease  to  fancy ; you have a  b rave f lo u r is h in g  e s ta te  here now which was
mine, and may heaven p ro sp e r  i t  to  you & yours I  would pay a  g re a t  d ea l
of mony in  my own wrong b e fo re  I  would have a d isp u te  w ith  so good a
f r ie n d  as you a re ;  b u t th e  w orld would cry  ou t shame on me i f  I  should
tam ely see my C h ild ren  ru in d  ^^1 have so ld  t h e i r  b i r t h r ig h t  to  make yor
fo rtu n e  c le a r  and i f  i t  must bee s t i l l  encumberd, t h e i r  case i s  as  bad
as ever and t h e i r  e s ta te  i s  so ld  to  l i t t l e  purpose which never cou ld
be any mans in te n t io n s  in  h is  r ig h t  mind could  say a  g re a t  d ea l more
66in  t h i s  manner i f  I  cou ld  see you^]
I  r e tu rn  you many thanks fo r  your k ind  p ro fe s s io n s  to  me, and s h a l l
bee g lad  to  have an account o f  what you have p a id  o f th e  d eb ts  and 
L egacies o f our F a th e r  of w retched memory Mr Randolph i s  of your 
op in ion  th a t  i t  i s  a  c o llu s io n  be tw ix t Dunbar & Rodny, wish i t  may; so 
much r e la t in g  to  so s e r io u s  and a f f a i r
Wee a re  in  d ay ly  e x p e c ta tio n  o f see in g  you and my new s i s t e r ;  
tho most agree you never desig n  to  do V irga th a t  honor; I  should  bee 
very  jo y fu l l  to  see  you b u t i f  t h i s  troublesom e b u s in e ss  goes forw ard 
would g la d ly  have you in  Eng: when th e  appeal comes home; which w i l l
be l e t t  which w i l l  bee v ic to r io u s ;  may you and my s i s t e r  l iv e  long
6k
to  g e th er , and may i t  "bee im p o ss ib le  to  d is t in g u is h  whether your d e s ir e s  
eq u a ll your enjoymts: which i s  th e  hearty  prayer o f
I  should  bee proud to  h ear from you by a l l  occasions
68Mr Robt Cary cca. November 1725}‘
69I  have Reed yours by Capt B uck ler, B o llin g  and Cant; and r e tu rn  you
many thanks f o r  yor p r e t ty  P re se n t in  B o llin g ; who has ac ted  a very
unkind p a r t  bo th  by you and me—I  have never seen one th in g  you se n t me
by him The Garden tru c k  were c a r e le s s ly  p u t in  th e  s te e ra g e ; where as I
am inform d a  dog to r e  a l l  to  b i t t s ;  th e  C arn a tio n s  and a u r ic u la s  so
th a t  th ey  th ey  a l l  p e r ish d ; th e  box, and Gooseberry t r e e s ,  of them liv e d
b u t th e  Gardener you mentiond under whose c a re  you pu t them, I  b e le iv e
to  bee an ig n o ra n t knav ish  fe llo w ; f o r  he has C a rried  th o se  few th in g s
70which escaped w ith  l i f e  to  S e c re ta ry  C a r te rs  which i s  A long way from
f
me and should  have them as  soon from Jam aica—I  have never seen B oling
nor th e  G ard iner—B.dling Ship la y  s e v e ra l l  days n igh  me and he in  Town;
but never was so kind to  C a ll on me, nor knew nothing o f  th e  m atter t i l l
Mr Jno Randolph to ld  me my flo w ers  were a l l  dead; B oling  p re ten d s  he
d id  n o t know who th ey  belongd to  in  f in e  I  have b in  i l l  used and i t
has g iven  me more u n eas in ess  th an  i f  I  had l o s t  100 tim es th e  Value in
any th in g  e lse ; had you sen t them in  any o f Mr P errys sh ip s  I  should
have had them s a fe ; h is  M asters b e ing  A s e t  o f  th e  Men o f th e  most
humanity of any of th a t  F r a te rn i ty ;  th e  M icajah allw ays r id e s  ju s t  by
me; and Came in  as  soon as B o ling  and have an i n t e r e s t  in  a l l  concernd
w ith  Mr P erry  th e  th in g s  should  have b in  p u t on th e  B a l la s t  of th e
71sh ip  and then th ey  would have a l l  l iv e d ;  w ith  a l i t t l e  water once in
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7 2a f o r tn ig h t ;  I  have had abundance o f Garden {-roots} Come sa fe  so;
e s p e c ia l ly  when th ey  were p u t in to  C a re fu ll  hands
I  re e d  a l l  my goods sa fe  by Capt B uck ler, ancL would have s e n t you
Tob: in  him, b u t he could n o t o r  would no t tak e  i t  in  when i t  was ready;
I  have n o t seen him; nor sca rce  know him, b u t d e s ire d  Mr Cobs to  speak
to  him f o r  f r e ig h t  f o r  me, h is  answer was he could  n o t tak e  i t  in ;
indeed th e  M asters a re  so n ic e  t h i s  year th a t  th ey  w i l l  no t tak e  any
Tob, b u t to  t h e i r  owners, I  hope to  P re v a il  w ith  some o f Mr P e rry s
M asters to  tak e  in  fo r  you and I  do a s su re  you th a t  you a re  o b lig ed  to
Capt Cant who d e c la re s  he w i l l  C arry  tobacco to  you a s  soon as to  any
73man; my garden seeds & ro o ts  a re  come sa fe  by him; & my o th e r  goods I
have n o t y e t on dioar; he being  n o t long  a r r iv e d ; you w r i t  me word I  had
74some th in g s  by th e  W illis  Capt Cobs to ld  me you never m entiond my name 
to  him th a t  pu t me to  A s tan d  t i l l  Cant a r r iv e d  indeed  i f  you had sen t 
by him he i s  i l l  convenient to  me allw ays r id e in g  in  Mochjack bay; 
when you send any th in g  to  me send to  York R iver o r to  James R iv er i f  
i t  be in  any o f Mr. P errys s h ip s , e s p e c ia l ly  the..M icajah; I  send you 
t h i s  in v o ice  e a r ly  because I  would have my goods by th e  f i r s t  York 
sh ip —o r James R iv er, provided  i t  belongs to  Mr P e rry  you se n t me in  
some c lo th  l a s t  y ear b u t se n t me no c o a t B uttons which has b in  a g re a t  
d isap p o in tm t; send me as many co a t B u ttons o f th e  new est fa sh io n  as 
w i l l  tr im  th e  c o a t,  I  have se n t a  b i t  o f th e  C lo th  to  match them. I  
am s o rry  to  le a rn  you ta lk  o f A s in k in g  M arket; a l l  th e  form er L e t ts :  
from Eng: gave such encouragemt o f th e  p r ic e  o f Tob: th a t  i t  has made 
people sh ip  hand over head; I  doubt t h a t  I  s h a l l  bee a  s u f f e ro r  by 
sh ip in g  having had such g re a t  o f f e r s  h e re ; b u t a l l  you have had from me 
I  am su re  i s  good having passd  my own eye; and escaped th e  g u s t;
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I  un d erstan d  by Mr C layton th a t  he has a power to  examine Mrs Lucas 
and my s e l f  about some whigs o f Mr L asse res  se n t here some y ears  ago 
Mrs Lucas L ives on th e  E hstem  Shoar o f  V irga and th e  g re a t  Bay o f Cheas- 
eapeake p a r t in g  i t  from th e  w estern  shoar so th a t  i t  w i l l  bee d i f f i c u l t  
to  g e t her here ; I  have w r it  very  p re s s in g ly  to  her to  Come over i f  
p o s s ib le ; Mr C layton w il l  no t go to  h e r th e  voyage being  a l i t t l e  t ro u b le ­
some; I  must b e le iv e  L asse re  has n o t a c ted  honorably o r w ith  th e  l e a s t
honesty  I  am s a t i s f y d  th e  wigs &c were h is  own proper v en tu re  and th a t
75th e  B r ig a d ie r  a c te d  as h is  f r e in d  and no o therw ise ; th e  goods were 
designed f o r  me, b u t I  to ld  Mrs Lucas th a t  th e re  was so many whigmakers 
in  our C it ty  th a t  th e y  would go o f b u t p o o rly ; I  know she so ld  some 
and sen t home some Tob. f o r  th e  produce What she Could no t s e l l  she sen t 
me and d e s ire d  me to  sh ip  them in  some London sh ip  which I  d id  as I  
remember in  th e  M icajah & P h i l ip  Capt Bradby and d ire c te d  them to  C o ll 
Langston having no knowledge o f  L a sse re s  b u t allw ays took th e  p ro p e rty  
to  be v e s te d  in  L a sse re s , I  had some L e tte r s  t h a t  would have th e  m a tte r  
p la in  b u t have l o s t  o r  m is la id  them; have se n t you one th a t  p o s i t iv e ly  
says th e  goods o f Mr L a sse re s , I  have now a g re a t  many L e tte r s  from 
my d ear f r ie n d  th e  honest B r ig a d ie r  by me b u t none to  your purpose bu t 
t h i s  s e n t;  I  should  bee very  proud to  do any s e rv ic e  to  any o f C o ll 
Langstons f r ie n d s ;  and i f  a t  any tim e I  can se rv e  you in  t h i s  a f f a i r  
o r any o th e r  in  V irga: none w hall do i t  more C h ea rfu lly  than
Mr P erry  1725
I  have reed  your d ism a ll L e t te r  o f  Nov: 8 u ltim o w herein you t e l l  a 
lam entab le  s to ry  o f  th e  f a l l  o f  Tob: b u t hope i t  i s  w ith  you as in  o th e r
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people in  s u rp r iz e s  th e  f i r s t  o n se t o f  a con tag ious d istem per makes a 
v ery  deep im pression , h u t when people  a re  a l i t t l e  used to  i t ;  i t  does 
n o t appear q u ite  so t e r r i b l e  j u s t  so I  hope th e  sudden f a l l  o f Tob: w il l  
n o t bee q u ite  so m elancholly  as you th in k  i t  a t  p re se n t,  because I  can 
see no very  g re a t  reason  f o r  i t ;  I  am S orry  to  h ear you say th a t  I  
have se n t you th e  w orst Tob: th a t  ev er was seen; I  cannot j u s t i f y  mine 
because I  never saw any o f th a t  in  Gant b u t every  hd passd th e  veiw o f
a sworn r e c e iv e r  and I  was ob lig ed  to  pay him f o r  i t  who a re  a p a rc e l l
o f forsw orn r a s c a l l s ;  th a t  Cursed Law has ru in d  abundance o f persons 
in  t h e i r  e s ta te s  those  were o b lig ed  to  im ploy th e  sworn re c e iv e rs ;  and 
i f  p e r ju ry  bee damnable th o se  men s ta n d  a  poor chance; and w il l  d e a rly  
pay f o r  t h e i r  wages f o r  th ey  passed  a l l  upon t h e i r  o a th s , b u t I  b e le iv e  
you w i l l  th in k  me a  fo o l o r  A mad man to  re fu s e  your JOsh s t e r .  p r  c t :  
even f o r  th a t  t r a s h  as you G all [ i t 3 which your ag en ts  co u rted  me to
ta k e ; and indeed  i t  i s  owing to  your encourageing L e tte r s  th a t  causd
th a t  g re a t  o v e rs ig h t in  me; b u t f o r  th e  fu tu r e  ( i f  I  s u f f e r  now f o r  my 
f o l ly )  I  never w il l  sh ip  an o th e r hd Tob: f o r  England; i f  I  can g e t a 
l iv in g  p r ic e  in  V irga. I  hope mine in  Bradby were n o t so bad because 
th ey  were sworn to  by a man th a t  makes th e  world b e le iv e  he i s  very  
h onest; in  f in e  as  th in g s  a re  managed our Tob: t r a d e  o f l a t e  has b in  as 
g re a t  a bubble as th e  sou th  sea; and I  w ish i t  may no t have in  some 
measure th e  l ik e  e f f e c ts  in  p ro p o rtio n ;
Mr Robt Cary cca . April;] 1726
77I  have by Capt Randolph reed : th e  account o f s a y ls  o f s ix  hd: Tob: 
t h a t  James Bradby brought you th e  l a s t  y ea r and b e le iv e  you have done
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your "best f o r  me, t h i s  comes to  t e l l  you th a t  I  have e ig h t hds: in  th e  
M icajah and P h i l ip  consignd to  you under th e se  marks and numbers OG:
No A: B: *: c: D: E: F: G: H: which t h i s  empowers you to  tak e  ca re  of 
f o r  my use; th e  reaso n  why I  w rite  th u s  i s ;  because Bradby has pu t a 
t r i c k  on a l l  h is  f r e ig h te r s  wee a l l  understood th a t  h is  f r e ig h t  was £7 ; 
p r  Tun bu t when he had our Tobacco in s i s te d  on e ig h t which I  b e le iv e  w ill  
do him l i t t l e  s e rv ic e  h e r e a f te r  I  s h a l l  w rite  to  Mr P erry  h is  owner
about i t  and i f  he w il l  make me pay £8 : p r  Tun and uphold h is  M aster in
so unnust a th in g , I  know what I  have to  do, I  w i l l  tak e  no b i l l s  o f
rpO
Ladeing o f him; and many more w i l l  do th e  same
I  s h a l l  send you some more Tob; by th e  Burw ell I  have n ever reed
one th in g  from th e  G ard iner you se n t by: who says he d id  no t know who
79th o se  flow rs &c were fo r ;  which I  th in k  S trange; Mr S e c re ta ry  t e l l s  me
he b e le iv e s  a l l  i s  dead; b u t i f  any l iv e s  I  s h a l l  have what escapes th e
n ex t sp rin g ; th e  T u lip s  you se n t by Cant a re  w retched S tu f  now blown
I  have not. so bad a  flow er in  my garden as  they  b e s t  o f them; twas th e
double tu l ip s  I  want th o se  R a sc a lls  th a t  s e l l  them th in k  any th in g
good enough f o r  V irga  th e  ro u n d afe llw as, no t one came up; I  b e le iv e  they
were k i l l d  dryd ; f o r  th ey  appeard w ell to  th e  eyes th e  beans a re  very
80good; and t h i s  i s  th e  f lo u r is h in g  account o f my garden Cargo—
I  have s e n t you an invoyce of some goods by B uckler and f o r  f e a r  of 
m isca rriag e  s e n t you a copy only  I  have added A s a in  to  Catch f i s h ,  which 
I  d e s ire  you w i l l  be very  c a r e f u l l  in  buying i t —very  good and s tro n g  
according to  d i r e c t io n s  send £2 o f s tro n g  tw ine to  mend i t ,  I  w r it  to  
you to  d e s ir e  you to  send me my account C u rt, y e a r ly  which I  th in k  i s  
a  very  good method and what I  have b in  a l l  ways used to
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I  d id  expect to  h ear from you by Capt Randolph T his comes to  inform  you 
th a t  I  have s h ip t  you 8 hds: Tob: in  th e  M icajah under th e se  marks and 
No. VIZ: JC: No 1 2 381 5 6 ? : 0 C: No 8 : 4: —I  have no B i l l s  o f Ladeing 
f o r  t h i s  reaso n ; Capt James Bradby has t r i c k d  a l l  h is  f r e ig h te r s  who 
expect he would go a t  £7: p r  Tun b u t when he g o t our t h e i r  Tobacco i n ­
s is te d  on £8 : which you w il l  f in d  w i l l  make a g re a t  d ea l o f  u n eas in ess , 
he had th e  assu rance  to  t e l l  me I  was th e  only  man complaind and upon 
enquiry  I  f in d  he t e l l s  every  body th a t  th ey  a re  th e  only men th a t  
complain; i f  what he s a id  o f me was t r u th  (which i s  a confounded Ly,
I  am th e  only  f r e ig h te r  th a t  has a  p a r t i c u la r  reason  to  th in k  I  am h a rd ly  
used, because to  do th e  sh ip  s e rv ic e  in  d isp a tc h  I  e a r ly  C arted  my Tob: 
from York to  James R iver which i s  no sm all t ro u b le  o r Charge; now I  could  
never bee so fo o lis h  i f  Bradby had n o t made me b e le iv e  I  should  save 
20sh p r  Tun by so doing; fo r  I  cou ld  have had my Tob: tak en  from my 
door by th e  York R iver sh ip s  w ith o u t any tro u b le  o r  Charge a t  £8  p r  Tun; 
then  C e r ta in ly  I  must th in k  my s e l f  hard  d e a l t  by i f  I  must pay th e  same 
w ith  a l l  th a t  tro u b le  so th a t  my Case i s  p a r t ic u la r  bu t b e le iv e  you w i l l  
f in d  many more Com plaints o f Bradbys usage; i f  he had to ld  every body 
when he Came in  h is  f r e ig h t  was £8  p r  Tun, th a t  would have b in  f a i r ;  
because people were then  L e f t a t  L ib e r ty  b u t to  make us b e le iv e  he 
would go a t  £7; and when he g o t our Tob: to  i n s i s t  on 8 : i s  n e i th e r  
honorable no r honest; and S i r  i f  a s  he says I  am th e  only  man th a t  Com­
p la in s  (a lth o u g h  my Case i s  p a r t i c u la r  I  w il l in g ly  subm it to  pay £8 : p r  
Tun; o therw ise  I  hope you w il l  n o t j u s t i f y  your M aster in  so u n fa ir  an
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a c tio n ; and wish h is  f o l l y ,  may n o t he more to. your p re ju d ic e  than  you
+ +82 may p e rc e iv e  a t  p re se n t
Enclosed i s  an Invoyce of goods which I  d e s ir e  you to  send me by
th e  f i r s t  York R iver sh ip s ; and no t send my goods so l a t e  every year
th a t  th ey  a re  of l i t t l e  use to  me, I  should  be g lad  to  hear of what
becomes o f a l l  my Tobacco I  s e n t you two y ea rs  l a s t  p a s t;  I  hope I  am not
f a l l e n  in  amongst th e  broken accoun ts, which I  hear some a re , which I
doubt w il l  n o t advance your i n t e r e s t  here  i s  g re a t  s t i r  about i t ;  you
and some o th e rs  have w r it  d ism all s to ry s  o f th e  F a l l  o f Tob: b u t by
Capt Randolph I  reed  an account o f Tobacco made and housed soon a f t e r
th e  g u s t se n t l a s t  y ea r in  th e  M icajah to  Mr Cary which C lears  me £13:
od mony p r  hd: so ld  a t  10d§ and 10d-^ p r  £ which I  do no t th in k  such a
d ism a ll p r ic e ;  tho  f a r  sh o rt o f  e x p ec ta tio n ,
Mr P e rry  te a . June] 1726
8^Yors o f Feb: l a s t  by Capt Turner w ith  my account C urt I  reed ; th e re
o c
i s  an a r t i c l e  o f 3sh  paid- Jno-C larke  D f o r  news se n t me th e  12 o f Aug:
1723; I  never have had any news papers in  my l i f e ;  nor ever d e s ir e  any
I  do n o t re g a rd  who has l o s t  a S p a n ie ll b i tc h  who has d ied  of th e  pox
and such s tu f  as G aze tts  a re  s tu f fd  w ith ; and i f  C lark  has charged you
w ith  any such th in g  on my account he i s  A r a s c a l l ;  and expect to  have
th a t  a r t i c l e  allow d me indeed i t  i s  a  t r i f l e ;  b u t i t  i s  imposing on me
which I  w i l l  no t b ea r; and d e s ir e  you never to  send me any such th in g ,
o r any th in g  I  do no t send f o r —
I  am so rry  to  hear th e  d ism a ll account you g iv e  o f th e  Tob: Trade
and am s u rp r iz d  to  f in d  so much o f my Tob: unso ld ; e s p e c ia lly  th a t  in  
86P osford  which was most o f i t  stemd; your m arket has b in  quick and
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good; and wish you had no t s l i p t  t h a t  o p p o rtu n ity ; which o th e r  people 
took hold  o f; I  am s o rry  I  s e n t any more home t h i s  year; s in c e  I  have so 
much on hand; i f  I  had dreamt o f such a th in g  I  wo'uld have so ld  i t  a l l  
in  th e  Country f o r  goods; t i l l  tim es were "better b u t what i s  p a s t  can t 
bee r e c a l ld  I  do n o t doubt b u t you w il l  do your utm ost f o r  me; n o tw ith ­
stan d in g  th e  hard  s to r i e s  th a t  go about; to  u n g ra te fu l l  to  name; your 
broken accounts I  f e a r  w il l  do you much in ju ry  in  your b u s in e ss ; I  
understand ; b u t n o t t i l l  now th a t  you a re  determ ind to  come in to  a  new
Oo
method and to  r a i s e  £ p r Cts to  make good a l l  d eb ts ; I  must th in k  such 
in n o v a tio n s  a re  v ery  hard ; and i t  i s  what your a n c e s to rs  would never 
have a ttem pted ; b u t i f  you w il l  i n s i s t  on i t  I  must subm it to  i t ;  tho  
I  th in k  in  Law or J u s t ic e  th e re  ought no t to  bee any such th in g  as a 
broken account; because you a re  p a id  fo r  what you do; t h i s  I  only  h in t  to
88you as A f r ie n d ;  no t a s  I  in  th e  l e a s t  f e a r  any such usage from Mr P erry ;
and i f  you th in k  f i t  you may charge th e  £pr C t: f o r  I  never can b ea r
th e  thought o f A broken ac co u n t;—
I  f in d  you g iv e  me c r e d i t  f o r  £250 belonging  to  my C h ild ren ; which
you say C oll Ludwell has o rderd  you so to  do; what C oll Ludwell means
by i t  I  Cannot say; b u t do a ssu re  you I  w il l  n o t bee concernd w ith  th a t
mony and p o s i t iv e ly  o rd e r  i t  to  bee s tru c k  ou t o f my account; th a t  mony
89ought to  have b in  pu t to  i n t e r e s t  as soon as o ld  C oll Ludwell had b in  
dead; and have o f te n  w r it  to  your G randfather to  do i t ;  and had h is  
promise th a t  he would do i t ;  and thought i t  had; I  do no t want th e  mony 
a t  p re sen t haveing C onsiderab le  mony dead in  your hands th an  w i l l  c le a r  
rpassage c ro ssed  out r e a d s : a l l  th e  Tob: I  can ever make—so you may do
w ith  t h e i r  mony what you th in k  f o r  I  never w i l l  bee c a l ld  to  an account
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90Vy my C re d it- ]  any Tot: I  s h a l l  send you o r  can make th e  use o f so
much mony su re  should e n t i t l e  me to  have th e  t e s t  p r ic e  f o r  my Tot: 
t u t  r e a l l y  I  never found i t  d id  me any more good than  t a r e ly  to  c le a r  
my Tot: th e  £250 atove you may do a s  you w il l  w ith  i t  i t  w i l l  t e e  lo o k t 
a f t e r  one tim e o r  o th e r  ty  th o se  t h a t  may have A r ig h t  
91cJames B la ir ]  cca. June 1726]
Dear S ir
I  am no t A l i t t l e  concem d th a t  I  had no t th e  happiness o f  tak e in g  my
leav e  of you te f o r e  you went home t u t  could no t dream you would go te f o r e
Capt Randolph i f  I had, should have done my s e l f  th e honor o f  k is s in g
your hand a t  p a r t in g —
The i r r e p a ra b le  lo s s  n o t only  o f  p a r t ic u la r  persons t u t  o f th e  colony
92m  g e n e ra l l  o f  u p r ig h t Mr D risd a le  i s  teyond a l l  ex p ress io n ; I  must
b e le iv e  th a t  God Almighty can make such ano ther man; t u t  I s in c e re ly
93 9^te l e iv e  he never made a  t e t t e r ;  a l l  th e  hope th a t  I  have l e f t  i s
t h a t  you w i l l  use your accustomd c a re  to  make us somewhat amends in  A
95happy su ccess io n ; I  dare  no t f l a t t e r  my s e l f  ev er to  have a man to  come
up to  honest Mr D rised a le  in  a l l  r e s p e c ts ;  t u t  p u t a abundance o f con-
96fid e n ce  m  you to  use your utm ost i n t e r e s t  w ith  th e  Lord Orkny to
send us a man o f  good p r in c ip le s ;  th e  Country owes a grea t d ea l to  you
f o r  two good G overnors; go on good S i r  in  doing so g re a t A good to  us;
and may th e  Almighty rew ard you f o r  i t ;  A g re a t  many people a re  very
97su re  Of C o ll Spotsw ood's comeing C heif Governor; i f  i t  t e e  Gods and 
King George p le a su re  so be i t ;  I  s h a l l  long to  have A l in e  from you; i f  
i t  te e  only  to  hear o f your w e lfa re ; I  pray th e  Almighty to  g ive A
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"blessing to  a l l  your endeavors ( fo r  I  am su re  you w i l l  aim a t  no th ing  
b u t what i s  r i g h t , )  and th a t  you may s a fe ly  r e tu rn  to  us i s  th e  unfeyned 
d e s ir e  o f good s i r
cLyonel Lyde: , ^  B r i s t o l l  Feb 1726/7
S ir
99The sm all acqu a in tan ce  I  had w ith  you w h ils t you l iv e d  in  V irga: en­
courages me to  g iv e  you th e  tro u b le  o f 13: hds o f Tobacco in  Capt Lud- 
low"*"^ th e  s ix  no: w ith  L e t te r s  a re  a p a r t ic u la r  crop th a t  a llw ays 
answers in  th e  w orst o f tim es; p le a se  to  send me 100 b u sh ls . o f your 
w hite s a l t ,  p u t in  a  s a fe  p lace  in  th e  sh ip ; and th e  rem ainder o f th e  
produce o f th e  whole Tob: send me in  heavy m oiders; i f  p o s s ib le  l e t  each 
weigh 7 s penny w eight o r m o ar^^  th e  m a tte r  l i g h t  go ld  w i l l  bee a  g re a t  
lo s s  i t  going a l l  by w eight h ere ; i f  war in su re  them; i f  peace I  w il l  
run  th e  hazard  w ithout in su ran ce ; i t  i s  th e  f i r s t  tim e I  ev er ven tu red  
to  B r i s t o l l ;  and i f  I  have encouragemt s h a l l  con tin u e  to  send th e re  I  
do no t doubt your utm ost ca re  f o r  my in t e r e s t  due R espects s a lu te  you 
I  am Yors
Mr Rob: Cary Feb. 1726r/7 ]
102T his comes by Capt B uckler and accord ing  to  your L e t te r  o f  re q u e s t
have used  my utm ost i n t e r e s t  bo th  by my f r ie n d s  and s e l f  to  g e t him
103loaded  and I  b e le iv e  a good p a r t  to  cdue my 3 J s e l f ;  I  have se n t you 
20 hds: o f Tobacco which I  th in k  I  may v en tu re  to  t e l l  you a re  very  good 
e s p e c ia l ly  a l l  markd w ith  L e t te r  Num:s a re  f in e  to p  Tobacco; and some 
No: w ith  f ig u r e s  a re  lik e w ise  to p  Tob: and a l l  th e  r e s t  when they  were 
viewed h ere  were though t to  bee very  good; I  hope t h i s  forw ard sh ip  w i l l
7^
come to  A good m arket; Tobacco i s  in  g re a t demand here; and g re a t
p r iz e s  given f o r  i t ;  w ish i t  may answer w ith  you; I  must beg you to  ta k e
c a re  th a t  my Tobs bee n o t p il la g e d  when i t  comes home by p o r te r s  L ig h te r
men &c; I  have such in to le r a b le  lo s s  o f w eights o f  some Tobs I  se n t Mr
P erry  th a t  i t  i s  in to le r a b le  2 & 3** hundred in  A hd and I  must lik e w ise
ta k e  leav e  to  inform  you th a t  your tradesm en some o f them a re  g re a t
104knaves and im post t r a s h  on you and me—The Welsh C otton you se n t me
l a s t  i s  charged a t  l 6d p r  yds and th a t  th e  year b e fo re  a t  13d f o r  b e t t e r
105and from th e  same man; th e  K endall C ottens you se n t were th e  w orst I
ever saw so s la z y  you m ight d a r t  s traw s through i t ;  I  gave a p a r t ic u la r
o rd e r  to  send me A good s tro n g  s a in  to  ca tch  f i s h  i t  i s  th e  w orst I
ever saw; some th re a d s  as  sm all a s  Common sewing th re a d  and o th e rs
again  gouty; and n o t w ith stan d in g  very  d ear which i f  i t  had b in  good I
had n o t valued , th e  S q u ire s  elixir"*-^  i s  charged A q u a r t ,  and th e  b o t t l e
th a t  c o n ta in s  i t  does n o t hold q u ite  a p in t  & h a lf ;  I  w ish th e  L ea th er
b o t t l e s  had b in  made acco rd ing  -to d ire c t io n s  w ith  th ic k  g la s s  on th e
107in s id e ;  th e  ro s in  w i l l  no t do; because i f  any s p ir i tu o u s  l iq u o r  i s  
pu t in to  them th e  r o s in  comes a l l  o f and th e  d rin k  as b i t t e r  as gaul 
i t  i s  f i t  f o r  n o th in g  b u t b e e r  and th e  l i k e  th a t  your tradesm an knew very  
w ell because he s e n t me by Mr P e r ry 's  o rd e r some ro s in d  b e fo re  which he 
w ell knew was found f a u l t  w ith  a l l ;  so th a t  they  a re  o f no use to  me 
any more than  A Common gourd—I thought f i t  to  g ive  you th i s  account 
th a t  I  may no t bee so used any more;
I have w r i t  to  you o f te n  to  d e s ir e  my account C urt i t  i s  a method I  
have b in  allw ays used  to  and d e s ir e  you w il l  no t f a i l  to  l e t  me have i t  
Mr P erry  an I  a re  to  come to  an Agreemt which i s  I  am to  allow  him \  p r
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Gt on th e  s a i l s  o f  my Toh: which make in  a l l  3 P*“ Ct and he runs th e
h azard  o f had d eb ts ; as  soon as my Tob: i s  so ld  I  have C re d it im m ediately
f o r  th e  mony; I  b e le iv e  most gentlem en w il l  come in  to  i t  i f  you th in k
w ell to  do so I  am w ill in g  p le a s e  to  l e t  me know your mind; enclosed  i s
an in v o ic e  o f  what goods I  s h a l l  want which d e s ir e  you w il l  send by th e
f i r s t  s a fe  conveyance to  York R iv er, VIZ: 2 bob: wigs o f l i g h t  ho rse  h a ir
s tro n g  buckle  and every way w ell made 2 very  f in e  w ire s iv e s  to  s i f t  th e
d u s t  on ly  ou t o f  w eat, th o se  you se n t were so co arse  th ey  l e t  th e  weat
108th rough  £ l  o f  b e s t  J e s u i t 's  bark ; bought o f  A honest d ru g s te r ;  th a t
l a s t  se n t was very  good; 1 q u a r t o f  s q u ire s  grand e l i x i r  bought o f th e
109p re p a re r ;  s ix  b o t t l e s  o f D affys e l i x i r  s a lu t i s  bought o f th e  p re p a re r ; 
11010 Motly c o l ru g s  f o r  N igros; 1 doz o f s to ck  lo ck s  and keys [Staples?^
—o f about l s h :  6d: p r lo ck ; 1 0 0 : e ls^ "^  o f  brown o zen b u rg s^ ^  o f 7d§ p r
113 114e l l ;  200 e l l s  o f brown row ls 2 :doz: broad  hoes 2 doz: Nar: Do 1 Doz:
good f e l l i n g  axes; 100 y d s ^ ^  Welsh C o tten  1^0 yds o f Kendall C otten  1
p e ic e  o f w hite s i l k  [ f in e s t? 3 1 p e ic e  Do: re d  1 p e ice  Do: b lack ; 1 p e ice
Do Lemmon co lo r ; 1 p e ice  Do; green; 1 p e ic e  Do: blew; 1 p e ice  o f 6 sh
b la ck  ribband; 1 doz: g la s s e s  such as a re  p u t over m ez itin to  p r in t s  to
p re se rv e  them 1 7 : inches long  and 12 in ch es  wide c a re fu l ly  p ack t; 12 yds
wading f o r  morning gowns £20 Dutch brown th re a d —11 yds c lo th  rug : o f  A
c o lo r  th a t  w i l l  no t show d i r t  tr im in g  su ita b le *  4 :|- yds: o f  broad c lo th
o f  16 sh p r  yd o f A good grey  c o lo r  tr im in g  s u i ta b le  a pocket book w ith
116iv o ry  Leaves 3 yd-s d u ff  i l l  1 p in t  s p i r t  h a r ts  horn 
[Mrs. E ste r D ry sd a le ]11^ c!727:
P erm it me Mad: to  tro u b le  you w ith  th e s e  few l in e s  which proceed p u re ly  
from th e  re s p e c t  due to  you f o r  th e  many C i v i l i t i e s  I  o f te n  ree d  from
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my d ea r d ea r good f r ie n d  Mr D rie sd a le  and your s e l f ;  I  wish I  had any
o th e r  way to  dem onstrate my g ra t i tu d e ;  hu t s in c e  th e  humhle s ta t io n  I
am in  w il l  n o t enable me to  show th e  tru e  sense I ‘have o f your ^memories?]
s u f f e r  t h i s  poor paper to  t e l l  you how much I  t i in k  my s e l f  in d eb ted  to
you; and i f  i t  were p o s s ib le  th a t  I  can bee any w aies s e rv ic e a b le  to  you
h ere ; I  should  th in k  i t  th e  g r e a te s t  honor I  can ev er hope to  a t t a in  t o , —
My good f r ie n d  C o ll Ludwell d ied  o f A dropsy th e  11 o f Jan: I  pray
God h is  p la c e  in  th e  C ouncill may bee f i l l d  up w ith  A good man; i t  i s
118thought i t  w i l l  bee some o f  C oll C a r te rs  r e l a t io n s —he p re s id in g  over
us a t  p re s e n t—
The storm  th a t  has o f te n  th re a tn d  my from A ntigua by th e  barbarous 
w i l l  o f C o ll Parke i s  now coming on me and have more mony demanded o f 
me than  he ev e r was w orth; God on ly  knows th e  ev en t; b u t why do I  tro u b le  
you w ith  an a f f a i r  so fo re ig n  to  you; I  pray  God g ra n t you a l l  th e  happ i­
ness  t h i s  w orld can a f fo rd ; and I  cannot doubt b u t A Lady o f  your p r in c i ­
p le s  must bee e te r n a l ly  happy in  th e  world to  come which i s  th e  s in c e r  
p ray e r o f M adft] your most obed ien t S erv t J C
Mr P erry  1727
I  have re e d  my s e v e ra l l  accounts o f  s a le s  o f my Tob: th a t  has so long
la in  on hand; and fo r  what th ey  y e i ld  me i t  would have b in  no g re a t  lo s s
119i f  they  had l a i d  on hand to  e te r n i ty ;  you have se n t me a  sm all q u ire
120of paper o f d u tch  accounts which n e i th e r  my s e l f  no any m ercht I  can
f in d  can understand ; b u t my e n g lish  account makes me to  s e n s ib le  o f  th e
n e t p roceeds; I  s h a l l  h e r e a f te r  p u t i t  in to  my L itta n y  from A dutch  
account good Lord d e l iv e r  me; I  must confess th e  Tob: was f a r  from good 
b u t i t  was such as th e  year a ffo rd ed  and th e  sworn r e c e iv e rs  on t h e i r
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o a th s  passd  f o r  m erchantab le; and th e  very  same Tob: s h ip t  th e  same
tim e and f u l l  as  had o r  worse se n t to  Mr Cary 12 hd: c le a re d  me £139*
1 91 1 9 9  123
1 5 sh: 4d: and 12 hd to  you c le a r s :  [£} 32: 15sh: 2d and o th e r  12,
40: 1; 7d which i s  so v a s t ly  d i f f e r e n t  th a t  I  could no t have b e le iv e d  i t
u n le ss  my eyes had b in  my w itn ess  and you must g iv e  me leav e  to  t e l l  you
124th a t  i f  I  had d isp o sed  o f  what Tob: I  have se n t you th e se  3 o r  4 y ea rs
l a s t  p a s t  (any o th e r  way) i t  had b in  s e v e ra l l  hundred pounds in  my
125pock e t, th en  th e  v a s t  lo s s  o f w ieght I  f in d  in  my accounts a re  i n t o l ­
e ra b le  2: 3* an(t  fo u r  hundred in  a hd d if fe re n c e  between th e  s c a le s  
here and w ith  you; which no Tob: can lo o se  f a i r l y  th e  8: o r  10 p a r t ;  
a llow ing  f o r  what c u t o f  in  some hds: damnifyd by th e  c a re le s s n e s s  o f 
th o se  R a s c a lls  t h a t  c a r ry  i t  from th e  Tob house to  th e  sh ip s ; one hd in  
p a r t i c u la r  No. CT Mr Cant which weigh here  by th e  sc a le s  900 n e t f o r  
which I  gave £9: and you gave me an account o f b u t £4: 3 /4 sh : 2d and i t  
was good as th e  y ea r went so th a t  I  am about £6 ou t o f  pocket f o r  th a t  
one hd; I  would n o t bee understood  th a t  I  have th e  le a s t  thought o f your 
wronging me in  th e  w eig h ts; b u t i f  you s u f f e r  i t  i t  i s  th e  same to  me; 
you d isch a rg e  th e  men from th e  sh ip s  as soon as moord and employ o th e r
men to  unlode and g iv e  them l i t t l e  o r  no th ing  so th a t  they  must make up
126t h e i r  wages by p i l f e r in g  th e  Tobacco t h i s  th e  s a i lo r s  in  g e n e ra ll
a ffirm  h ere ; then  your coopers th ey  ta k e  what th ey  th in k  f i t ;  so th a t
by th e  tim e i t  comes to  bee so ld  th e  owner has b u t A poor p a r t  o f h is
p ro p e rty  to  h is  sh are ; th e se  a re  n o to rio u s  abuses, and i f  no t r e c t i f y d  
127I  do b e le iv e  i t  w i l l  n o t be endured long; f o r  my p a r t  I  w i l l  t r y  a l l  
th e  p o r ts  in  g re a t  B r i t t a i n ;  o r  s e l l  in  the  Country i f  o f fe rd  any th in g  
in  reason  f o r  th en  I  s h a l l  have what my Tob: weighs; and i f  I  g e t b u t
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h a l f  what I  can w ith  you i t  w il l  hee as w e ll, when I  must loose  \  th e  
128w eight o f my Tob: and s tan d  to  r i s q u e ;—
I  am s o rry  th a t  you took my f r ie n d ly  ad v ise  to  you i l l  about Bradbys
a r b i t r a r y  a c tin g  in  h is  f r e ig h t  l a s t  year a t  £8 p r  Tun; th e  d iffe re n c e
o f what Tob: I  had in  him i s  a t r i f l e  bu t i t  does n o t a t  a l l  absolve him
from being  a  knave in  no t s tan d in g  to  h is  c o n tra c t  which was p o s i t iv e ly
w ith  me a t  £7 p r  Tun; and S i r  g iv e  me leav e  to  t e l l  you th a t  i f  you had
s tu d ie d  your whole l i f e  tim e to  do B rad ly  and Randolph a p e ice  o f se rv ic e
you could no t have done i t  more e f f e c t iv e ly  th an  you have by upholding
your M asters u n ju s t a c tio n s ;  Mr B rad ly  has s tru c k  o f  th e  20sh p r  Tun,
129and Randolph openly d e c la re s  he sco m d  to  ta k e  £8: t h i s  w i l l  b rin g
over abundance o f consignm ts to  them th a t  you would have had; i f  you 
would have done th e  same; and make as  s l i g h t  o f i t  as you p le a se ; I  wish, 
you may n o t f in d  i t  much to  your d isad v an tag e ; t h i s  i s  only  a f r ie n d ly  
freedom which i f  you ta k e  i t  o th e rw ise  than  I  mean I  cannot help  i t —
130Mr Robert Cary cca. March o r  A pril 1727]
I  reed  my account o f s a i l s  o f my Tob: s e n t you l a s t  y ear w ith  my account 
c u r t  which i s  very  r i g h t —you t e l l  me you have taken  a g re a t  d ea l of 
pa ins in  th e  d is p o s a l l  of my 16 hd Tob: l a s t  s e n t ,  f o r  which I  thank you 
b u t i t  i s  a  r id d le  to  me th a t  th ey  should  bee more p roper f o r  export 
than  home Consumption, when you g iv e  i t  th e  b e s t  c h a ra c te r  Tob: can have 
(VIZ) heavy and—waxey; I  a llw ays though t t h a t  th e  waxy q u a l i ty  i s  what 
was allw ays d e s ire d  and I  th in k  you have ac te d  honorably by me in  s e l l in g  
my Tob: a t  home th a t  I  may have th e  b e n e f i t  o f  my mony designed  f o r  th a t  
u se , I  wish o th e rs  had b in  so ju s t  to  me; i t  had b in  mony in  my pocket;
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you t e l l  me what Tohs was no t "black was "bright more l ik e  th e  C olor o f 
131Arronka; i t  i s  a p a r t i c u la r  crop  th a t  grows on l i g h t  sandy ground
which f l i n g s  i t  ou t very  quick  and la rg e  and w i l l  ‘cu re  o f  th a t  b r ig h t
c o lo r  do what I  can o ld  Mr P erry  used to  covet th a t  Crop, and allw ays
gave me a  good p r ic e  f o r  i t  in  th e  w orst o f tim es; and you a re  m istaken
when you say you never had such from me b e fo re ; you had 12: hd o f th a t
Crop 1724 by J a s : Bradby"^^ f o r  which you gave me £139: 15sh: "*kl:—
I  must now g ive you thanks f o r  your k ind  p re se n t o f  Layers o f
c a rn a tio n s  and a u r ic u la s ;  they  a l l  p e r ish d  as Bradby t e l l s  me by th e
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Long passage & bad w eather he se n t me a  Tub: o f d i r t  b u t no t th e
L east s ig n  o f  a L ayer—I  am s o rry  I  have g iven  you t h i s  f r u i t l e s s  tro u b le
134tw ice I  s h a l l  f o r  th e  fu tu re  g ive  o v er th e  thought o f having any such
th in g s  s e n t f o r  I  f in d  i t  i s  in  v a in ; no th ing  comes sa fe  b u t bulbous
135r o o ts ,  £& such th in g s  as  ran u n cu la rs ]  and th o se  n e i th e r  ignorance
o r c a re le s s n e s s  can d e s tro y ; I  shou ld  have b in  very  proud o f  th e se  had
th ey  come s a fe :  b u t th e  o b lig a tio n  i s  th e  same to  you; I  thank you fo r
your c a re  in  buying my m edicines which a re  very  good and cheap; in  my
in v o ice  s e n t by B uck ler I  se n t f o r  £1 of Jesuite "bark which I  would
have you om it Mr P erry  having s u f f i c i e n t ly  fu m is h d  me I  d e s ir e  you to
137send me 3 yds o f  good d u f f i l l  I  would no t have i t  so f in e  as I  have
seen i t  come in  f o r  th en  i t  cannot be warm b u t th ic k  and a long shag
and any c lo th  c o lo r  excep t blew o r  re d  i t  i s  f o r  A r id in g  co a t fo r  my
s e l f  I  choose d u f f i l  because i t  i s  l i g h t  warm and w i l l  keep ou t r a in
you may have very  good f o r  5 P^ sh —1 p in t  s p i r i t  o f  h a rtsh o rn
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Mr Perry cMay^  1727
Yors "by Capt Turner w ith  my account C urt: I  have reed : and th in k  i t
very  od th a t  you should  crowd in to  my account; co n tra ry  to  my p o s i t iv e
o rd er; my C h ild ren s  £250? l e f t  them "by o ld  C oll Ludwell; h u t s in c e  you
w ill  do i t ;  I  hope you w i l l  make a memorandum what tim e you C arried
th a t  mony to  my account; my C h ild ren  have h in  g ro ss ly  in ju re d  some where;
hy L e tt in g  t h e i r  mony Lay dead so many years when i t  ought to  have h in
put to  i n t e r e s t  as, soon as  th e  w i l l  was proved; and then  i t  might have
h in  a good sum o f mony hy t h i s  tim e; I  have your G randfa thers  prom ise
from under h is  hand th a t  th e  mony should  hee p u t ou t to  use; hu t o rd e rs
and prom ises now adays; a re  made f o r  th e  same end as p y c ru s t—
I  am o f fe rd  6 p r  C t: f o r  £2000 in t e r e s t  h ere  w ith  Land and N igros
s e c u r ity ;  h u t i t  may happen to  c r e a te  some tro u b le ; i f  a c c id e n ts  should
happen so th in k  i t  h e s t  to  pu t i t  in to  th e  hank o f  England and d e s ir e
you on r e c e ip t  o f  t h i s  to  pu t £2000 s te r :  o f  my mony in  your hands in to
th e  Bank a t  i n t e r e s t ;  and do impower you. to  re c e iv e  th e  m te re s t f o r  my
use y ea rly ; I  s h a l l  have enough in  your hands b es id e s  f o r  my o ccasio n s;
I  have h in  a g re a t  Looser hy L e tt in g  my mony ^ Lay dead so long; when I
139  ^ 1^0have h in  o f te n  o f fe rd  6 p r  Ct f o r  i t  here ; and I  never found my
s e l f  one f a r th in g  th e  b e t t e r  f o r  i t ;  my goods a re  Charged as  d ea r  as
th e  meanest p la n te r  t h a t  has n o t one penny to  go to  m arket; and what
I  th in k  very  hard  t h a t  co n s id e rin g  t i s  h u t A t r i f f l e  I  send f o r  every
year; th a t  my Goods must hee bought f o r  18 months C re d it and o f te n  such
tra s h  t h a t  a re  good f o r  l i t t l e ;  CI-which i f  my mony was p a id  down th ey
y^i
would come co n s id e rab ly  c h e a p e r ;33 i f  you do no t th in k  f i t  to  ta k e  th e
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t ro u b le  o f manageing my mony as I  have d ire c te d ;  p lease  to  s ig n ify  i t  
to  me; p r  th e  f i r s t ;  & pay i t  to  Mr Cary and he w il l ;  pu t i t  in to  th e  
Bank a t  i n t e r e s t  f o r  me; b u t I  though t f i t  to  g iv e  you th e  f i r s t  o f fe r ;  
as being  my corespondent th e  lo n g e s t
Mr Robt Cary cMay 10 ,] 1727
The C heif occasion  o f t h i s  i s  to  acq u a in t you th a t  I  have .o rderd  Mr
P erry  to  p u t in to  th e  bank o f England £2000 a t  i n t e r e s t  ou t o f th e  mony 
I  have in  h is  hands; I  do n o t know w hither he w i l l  tak e  th e  tro u b le  
upon him he having (a s  most b e le iv e  a  mind to  leav e  o f  b u sin ess) I  d e s ir e  
you to  know o f him i f  he has done i t ;  and i f  he does no t th in k  f i t ;  I  
d e s ir e  you to  re c e iv e  two thousand pounds s t e r l i n g  o f him; and im m ediately 
to  pu t i t  in to  th e  bank o f Eng: a t  i n t e r e s t  f o r  my use and th a t  you w il l  
p le a se  to  re c e iv e  f o r  me th e  i n t e r e s t  y e a r ly
[M icajah P erry ] June 1727
S ir
T his comes to  acq u a in t you th a t  I  have s h ip t  8 hd o f Tob: in  Capt Cant
to  you: No: 28 i s  sm all in d i f f e r e n t  Tob: I  d id  n o t design  to  send i t  to  
1^2you b u t by m istake th e  s a y lo rs  took  i t  on board; I  had so ld  i t  w ell 
to  A n o rth  B r i t t a in ;  and was fo rcd  to  l e t  him have th a t  designd f o r  you 
in  th e  room o f i t  I  hope i t  w i l l  p ass  w ith  th e  r e s t ;  I  w r it  to  you by 
J a  Bradby and B uckler which I  hope you have re e d  I  d e s ire  you to  ad to  
my o th e r  in v o ice  th o se  enclosed  n e c e s sa r ie s  which s l i p t  my memory when 
I  w r it  b e fo re ; and i f  th e  two P e rriw ig s  a re  n o t bought I  w r it  f o r ,  do 
n o t send them th e  person  th a t  d e s ire d  me to  w r ite  f o r  them being dead— 
Your Kinsman Mr M itc h e ll i s  l a t e l y  marryd to  A p r e t ty  Country g i r l
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o f A very  good c h a ra c te r ;  h e r F a th e r  and Mother a re  my very  n ea r neighbors 
and have b in  a c q u a in te d 'w ith  them s e v e ra l l  y ea rs ; th ey  a re  people o f 
very  good re p u te  Mr P e irc e  who i s  th e  young womans F a th e r  being  a ju s t i c e  
o f  Peace f o r  th e  County o f York; and do v e ry ly  b e le iv e  him to  bee a man 
o f as  much in t e g r i t y  as  Mr any body; in  f in e  Mr M itch e ll may bee very  
happy i f  he and h is  f r ie n d s  can th in k  him so in  A Wife w ith o u t A F ortune; 
Mr P e irc e  L iv es very  w e ll; b u t has s e v e ra l l  C h ild ren ; and do b e le iv e  i t  
i s  n o t in  h is  power to  do much f o r  h is  daughter I  hope you w i l l  pardon 
t h i s  im pertinencey  i t  b e ing  th e  on ly  news I  have to  t e l l  you, and i t  
haveing some r e l a t io n  to  you; hope i t  may bee th e  b e t t e r  tak en —
14 3^Francis Nicholson?^ [Summer 1727;]
Honorable S i r
P erm it me to  k is s  your hand by way o f L e tte r  s in c e  I  have no hopes o f 
haveing th e  honor to  do i t  m yself; I  allw ays re jo y c e  to  h ea r th a t  youj
a re  s t i l l  a l iv e  and en joy  a sound mind w ith  A h e a lth y  body may th e  
Almighty co n tin u e  th o se  b le s s in g s  to  you; t i l l  h is  p le a su re  to  com plea te . 
your happ iness in  an o th e r world
You have some l o t t s  in  York Town; which I  presume w i l l  never bee 
o f  much s e rv ic e  to  you; and i f  i t  bee your p le a su re  to  d isp o se  o f them 
I  humbly beg th e  fav o u r o f you to  send me word th a t  you w i l l  p le a se  to  
tak e  f o r  them w ith  a  power to  some one to  convey them to  me; th ey  s h a l l  
a llw ays b e a r  your name in  memory o f you; I  hope you w i l l  pardon me f o r  
g iv in g  you t h i s  tro u b le  and b e le iv e  th a t  no one l iv in g  i s  more y r  ev e r 
most o b ed ien t S e rv t th an  JC
83
Mr Perry Sept 17, 1727
I  Reed yours by Capt B oling w ith  an account o f Mr Cary paying th e  fe e s
144f o r  my being  on th e  C o u n c ill I  th in k  I  am o b lig ed  to  him; C[:and to  you
145f o r  your K indnesses in  th a t  a f f a i r ^  . because, I  never mentiond any th ing
o f i t  to  him I  re e d  A L e t te r  from Mr Cary werein he t e l l s  me you prom isd
him to  g iv e  me your answer in  p u tt in g  my mony in to  th e  bank; I  th in k  
you should have done i t  your s e l f  o r  l e t  him do i t  f o r  w h ils t  I  s ta y  f o r  
an answer I  Loose so much o f  my i n t e r e s t —I  wonder you d id  n o t mention 
i t  to  me in  your L e tte r ;  i f  I  have n o t your answer soon, you must g iv e
me Leave to  draw on you f o r  th e  mony payable to  them th a t  w i l l  bee so
k ind  to  do i t  f o r  me; you seem to  h in t  as  i f  somebody had done you some 
i l l  o f f ic e s  in  my op in ion  o f you; I  do a s su re  you I  have s t i l l  th e  
esteem f o r  you I  ever had and w i l l  and have endeavourd to  se rv e  you a l l ­
ways; i f  you would have given me Leave; bu t i f  o th e r  people w il l  s e l l  
my Tobacco to  a much b e t t e r  advantage, and buy my goods b e t t e r  and 
Cheaper, and more p u n c tu a lly  fo llo w  my d i r e c t io n  upon second tho u g h ts  
you can no t f a u l t  me i f  I  correspond  w ith  them f o r  th e re  i s  no man L iv in g  
w i l l  a c t  a g a in s t  h is  own i n t e r e s t ,  and do a s su re  you I  have no th o u g h ts  
o f b reak ing  my correspondence w ith  you; i f  I  can have any to le r a b le  
usage; I  have se n t some o f my Crops to  B r i s to l l  th e  l a s t  y ea r, which I  
never should  have done i f  you had no t sen t me th o se  cu rsed  dutch  accoun ts
Mr Cary 7ber 17, 1 7 ^ ^
I  reed  bo th  your k ind  L e t te r s  by Capt B o llin g , and re tu rn  you my h e a rty  
thanks f o r  your f r ie n d ly  z e a l in  ta k e in g  out and paying th e  fe e s  f o r  
th e  w arrant to  bee one o f th e  C o u n c ill; i t  i s  what I  l i t t l e  dream t o f as
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147f o r  what you w rit  in  answer to  mine o f th e  10 o f May Mr P erry  has no t 
a s  y e t though t f i t  to  g iv e  me any answer as  he promsd you concerning p u t­
t in g  out my mony I  do n o t understand  what he means* by g iv in g  me an answer, 
he ought im m ediately to  have fo llow d my o rd e rs , o r have p a id  you th e  
mony f o r  t h a t  use; i f  I  have no t a  s a t i s f a c to r y  answer from him soon he 
must excuse me i f  I  draw on him f o r  th e  mony payable  to  th o se  th a t  w il l  
fo llo w  d i r e c t io n s —
I  re e d  a l l  my goods by Capt B oling  s a fe , th e  moths h a v e .in ju rd  my 
C ottens b u t no th ing  e ls e ;  I  have no t more a t  p re se n t to  ad save th a t  I  
am
148The Sarah Capt Renolds i s  no t y e t a r r iv e d  wish she may bee w ell
[Mrs E s te r  D risdaie^  [1727^
Hond Madm
Amongst th e  h e a r ty  f r ie n d s  you have l e f t  in  V irga: I  w i l l  allow  no one
to  have a  g r e a te r  r e s p e c t  f o r  you than  I  have; n e i th e r  Can any one more
re jo y ce  to  h ear o f your w e llfa re .  Mr Commissary and Mr Holloway were
so k ind  as  to  t e l l  me th a t  you were p leasd  to  g iv e  your s e rv ic e  to  me
in  yor L e t te r  to  them; which I  do no t only  ta k e  as A Kind ex p ression ;
b u t as an honor done me—*
I  re jo y ce  to  h ea r t h a t  h is  M ajesty has n o t b in  unm indfull o f  your
m e r its ;  and may th e  King o f Kings h e rea fte rw ard  rew ard you w ith  e t e m a l l
149peace and f e l i c i t y ;  t h i s  b r in g s  you th e  news o f  C o ll Nath H arrisons 
d ea th , by which th e  A ud ito rs p lac e  becomes v acan t; I  am s e n s ib le  th e re  
w i l l  bee g re a t  s tru g l in g  f o r  th a t  o f f i c e ,  b u t t h a t  no ways d isco u rag es  
me from hopeing your i n t e r e s t  may p re v a i l  in  fav o u r o f my very  good 
f r ie n d  Mr Jno B l a i r i f  you w i l l  bee p le a sd  to  a s s i s t  him; perhaps
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you may th in k  i t  od I  do no t ask  i t  in  my own fav o u r, b u t I  a s su re  you 
I  p r e fe r  my f r ie n d  to  my s e l f ,  i t  would bee t r i f l i n g  to  g iv e  you a Char­
a c te r  of Mr B la ir ;  tho  I  cannot fo rb e a r  saying  th a t  I  th in k  him as 
Capable to  o f f i c i a t e  as A udito r as  any body in  th e  whole Colony; w ithout 
g iv in g  any a f f r o n t ;  because i t  i s  a re c e iv d  op in ion  th a t  he i s  a n ice  
accoun tan t which i s  very  m a te r ia l l  in  th a t  b u s in ess ; good Madm: pardon 
t h i s  forw ardness which w il l  ad to  th e  many o b lig a tio n s  l a id  on Yor 
most obed ien t s e rv t
Mr P e rry  Xber 10 s 1 7 2 ? ^ ^
152  'Yors o f 8br 7 by th e  spotswood now ly s  b e fo re  me b u t you make a  g re a t  
m istake, you d ire c te d  my L e tte r  to  Mr Jno Lowry in  E lizab e th  C it ty  
County; you mentiond to  me in  A L ine th a t  enclosd  my invoyce th a t  you 
had w rit  more a t t  la rg e  by th a t  o p p o rtu n ity  I  maxie s t r i c t  enqu iry  f o r  
th e  L e tte r  b u t could h ear no th ing  o f i t  which made me A l i t t l e  uneasy 
bu t th e  L a s t n ig h t Mr Lowry was so kind  to  send i t  me; w ith  an excuse 
f o r  opening i t ,  which any man would have done by th e  d i r e c t io n ;  I  am 
g lad  you have p u t my mony in to  th e  Bank; I  had much r a th e r  you should 
do i t  th an  any one; and d e s ir e  you w il l  du ly  re c e iv e  th e  i n t e r e s t  fo r  
my use; and had I  b in  su re  you would have taken  th e  tro u b le  on you I  
should n ev er have thought o f any one e ls e ;  bu t i t  was a  g e n e ra l l  r e p o r t  
h ere  th a t  you would Leave o f your Y irga b u s in e ss ; i t  i s  re p o r te d  th a t  
you a re  in  th e  P arliam en t fo r  th e  C it ty ;  i f  so; I  h e a r t i ly  w ish you Joy;
I  am so rry  to  h ea r your market i s  so  low; here  i s  g re a t  p r iz e s  given 
f o r  Tob: h e re  by th e  m erchts: l a t e  from England which i s  v ery  s u rp r is in g ;  
i t  i s  g e n e ra lly  though t our Crop now on hand i s  n o t Large; bu t I  p r o te s t  
I  cannot a t  p re se n t p ass  any p o s i t iv e  judgmt on i t —
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C oll Nath H arriso n  i s  dead, th e re  w i l l  "bee g re a t s t r u g l in g  fo r  
153h is  A u d ito rs  p la c e , and I  "beleive pow erfu ll C andidates; Mr Jno B la i r  
i s  one; I  have a  very  g re a t  r e s p e c t  f o r  th a t  gentleman and should ta k e  
i t  k in d ly  i f  you could  a s s i s t  him w ith  yors i n t e r e s t  in  g e t t in g  him 
th a t  P la c e , as  f o r  h is  q u a l i f ic a t io n s  m alice i t  s e l f  can make no o b je c ­
t io n ;  and i f  p la c e s  o f p r o f i t  would go hy m erit; I  th in k  he s tan d s  as 
f a i r  as Mr any body—
I  f in d  honest Ja  Bradby has l e f t  us; h is  son has b in  w ith  me I  
s h a l l  do him, and you, a l l  th e  s e rv ic e  in  my power to  load  him, I  s h a l l
n o t t ro u b le  you more a t  p re se n t save my b e s t  r e s p e c ts  to  you and your
15^ +f re in d s  i s  th e  [ re s p e c tfu l ly  ^  from Yrs JC
Mr P erry  Febs 3 j 1727/8
The Burw ell i s  s a fe  a r r iv e d  and have re ed  your L e tte r  by h er b u t am 
very  much s u rp r is e d  a t  th e  C on ten ts—I  th in k  you have ac ted  q u ite  con­
t r a r y  to  my d i r e c t io n s  which you w i l l  f in d  i f  you p le a se  to  Look on my 
L e tte r s ;  I  d e s ire d  my mony to  bee p u t in to  th e  bank a t  i n t e r e s t  bu t n ever 
d id  design  to  buy bank s to ck  o r  any s to ck  e ls e ;  because I  Look on a l l ,  
s to ck s  mere bubbles I  am n o t w il l in g  to  run any hazard th e  s to ck s  may 
f a l l ,  and by th a t  means I  may bee A Looser; now when my mony i s  a t  A 
C erta in  i n t e r e s t  I  run  no hazard e s p e c ia l ly  in  th e  bank; i f  I  had b in  
fond o f hazard s  I  could  have l e t  my mony ou t a t  A b e t t e r  i n t e r e s t  here  
th an  in  Ehgland; I  th in k  I  have hard  f a t e  th a t  I  can never have my d i r ­
e c tio n s  complyd w ith a l l  I  d e s ir e  you w i l l  s e l l  th a t  s to ck  so as I  may 
no t bee A L ooser; and p u t my mony in to  th e  bank a t  a c e r ta in  i n t e r e s t ;  
and then  I  s h a l l  be su re  o f som ething; I  am a l l to g e th e r  A s tr a n g e r  in
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t h i s  a f f a i r ,  h u t I  am to ld  you have bought very  d ea r; i t  has made me 
v ery  uneasy; l i t t l e  dreaming I  should ever bee concernd in  buying s to ck s , 
which has b in  th e  ru in  o f many A man; I  cannot t e l l  what you mean o f 
Mr Garys being  a  g re a t  f a v o r i te ;  i f  you p o in t a t  me; I  do a ssu re  you I 
v a lu e  a l l  men as I  th in k  th ey  m erit; th a t  Gentleman h i th e r to  has used me 
v ery  w ell and fo llow d my o rd e rs  to  a t i t t l e ;  and as  long as he con tinues 
so to  do; I  s h a l l  make him a l l  th e  g r a t e f u l l  r e tu rn s  w ith in  my Power— 
and am so rry  th e re  i s  such A Coldness between you & him; th e  reasons 
you bo th  b e s t  know; and i t  i s  no b u s in ess  o f  mine;
To Mr Jno S ta rc h  Merch in  Gasgow June 25: 1728
S i r
I  have made bo ld  to  tro u b le  you w ith  A B i l l  o f  Exch: f o r  £20: and d e s ir e
you to  send me th e  fo llow ing  p a r t ic u la r s :  (VIZ) te n  doz: course p lad
s to c k in s  f o r  N igros, some very  Large, th e  o th e rs  m iddle s iz d ; sewd s tro n g ;
th e  rem ainder o f th e  b i l l  send in  cours p la d  f o r  c lo th in g  fo r  my N igros;
I  am to ld  i t  w i l l  no t c o s t above 6d o r 7d p r  yd—
15*5Mr N ellson  recommended you to  me and i f  th in g s  answer w e ll, 
i f  you th in k  f i t  w il l  s e t t l e  A Correspondence w ith  you; Mr N ellson  i s  
my very  good f r ie n d  and neighbor; p le a se  to  send my goods in  th e  f i r s t  
sh ip  fo r  York o r James R iv e r, b u t York i s  most C onvenient, o r  i f  you 
send them to  Mr N ellson  I  s h a l l  e a s i ly  g e t them; d i r e c t  fo r  me a t  
W illiam sburgh in  V irga which i s  th e  p la c e  o f my h a b i ta t io n  pardon th i s  
freedom from Yor: most o b ed ien t S rv t Jno C u s tis
D esire  th e  f e e t  o f th e  s to c k in s  may bee long  and wide th e  s to c k in s  
t h a t  come from your p a r ts  th e  f e e t  a re  g e n e ra lly  so sm all th a t  th ey  a re  
u s e l  ess^-^
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Mr Robt Cary 1719 j-1729]1^
Your s e v e ra l l  L e t te r s  a re  now te f o r e  me, in  your L ast you se n t me an 
account o f s a i l s  f o r  20 hd p r  B uckler and must th in k  I  have t u t  a poor 
p r ic e  co n s id e rin g  th e  goodness of th a t  p a r c e l l  o f Tot: which I  am very 
su re  was as good a s  went o u t o f V irga w ithou t excep tion  and th e  reason
I  am so p o s i t iv e  i s ,  because i t  was my home Crops under my own eye, and
■I r O
may say I  saw a llm o st every  p la n t from th e  p la n tin g  to  th e  p r iz in g  
and sh ip in g  o f; and was a l l  c h o ic e -p ic k t Tobacco and no th ing  mean o r  
any l ik e  t r a s h  You say i t  was to  b r ig h t ;  I  never had th a t  com plain t t e ­
fo re ;  i t  grows on qu ick  ground and cured in  open houses, which i s  th e  
reaso n  o f th e  c o lo r ; you ad v ise  me to  make i t  b lack ; I  know no way t u t  
by w e ttin g  i t ;  o r  p r iz in g  in  to  h igh Case; and then  I  am su re  you w il l  
have a g re a t  d e a l o f  re a so n  to  f a u l t  i t ;  Mr P erry  says my Tobacco i s  to  
dark  how to  p le a se  you b o th , I  should  bee g lad  to  know; however I
w i l l  f o r  th e  fu tu re  send you as l i t t l e  o f th a t  crop as p o s s ib le , you
a re  p lease  to  t e l l  me, I  have th e  b e s t  p r ic e  th e  market a f fo rd s —you 
must g ive  me le a v e  to  d i f f e r  from you, se v e ra l o f my poor n e ig h b o rs , 
whose ground I  am su re  cannot make good Tobacco, have 8d|-, and some 9&* 
and have n o t one f a r th in g  in  t h e i r  M erchts h an d s--I  am so rry  I  am not 
so fo r tu n a te  as o th e r  peop le ; I  must now tak e  leav e  to  inform  you, 
how you a re  impose on by your knav ish  tradesm en, and how I  am m isused, 
f i r s t ;  you se n t me a p a r c e l l  o f shammy L e a th e rsk in s ; charged a t  th e  
most th ey  could  bee, and was th e  sad d est t r a s h  th a t  ever was seen , 
th ey  were a l l  s o rry  Lamb sk in s  and 3 th re e  would h a rd ly  l in e  A p a i r  
o f  B ritc h e s ; Mr Jno B la i r  had some from P erry  charged e x a c tly  a t  th e
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same p r ic e ,  and a re  as good as  th re e  o f  yours se n t then ; you bought
them o f Robt T e r r e l l ;  n ex t I  am charged  w ith  s c a r l e t  in  gram shag, and
have se n t you A p e ice  o f what s e n t L e t t  your eyes b>e judge, w ith  th e
shop no te ; then  I  am charged lOsh f o r  A Q uart o f s q u ir e 's  e l i x i r  and
th e  same man charges Mr P e rry  b u t 8sh; I  measured bo th  b o t t l e s ,  and th ey
h o ld —exact a l ik e ,  have se n t bo th  th e  shop n o tes  f o r  vouchers—then  you
se n t me A hd: o f  Beer as i t  i s  c a l l d —bought o f J  J  R: P y c ro ft such t r a s h
was never b e fo re  brewd; I  o f fe rd  i t  my N igros, and no t one would d rin k
159i t ;  th e  w orst M olosses Beer th a t  ev e r was brewd was A c o r d ia l l  to  i t ;
I  f lu n g  every drop away b e s id e s  th e  l i t t l e  was ta s te d ,  then  I  s e n t fo r
A pound o f Mashim; which in  p la in  e n g lish  i s  w ite  wax th a t  shomakers 
f a i r  s t i t c h  shoes w i th a l l ,  and you s e n t me a th in g  which was c a l l  a 
Muchiw I  had i t  s e v e ra l l  months b e fo re  any body could  inform  me what i t  
was o r  fo r  what use i t  was f o r ,  a t  L a s t th e  Governors s i s t e r  to ld  me i t  
was a fren ch  dev ice  to  powder A beau P erriw ig ; I  am very  so rry  I  should
bee thought such an in s ip id  p a r t  o f  th e  C rea tio n  as  A Beau b es id e s  th e
two words a re  d i f f e r e n t ly  s p e l t ;  b u t t h i s  I  impute to  A pure m istake, 
b u t I  Cannot c a l l  no th ing  e ls e  so; I  do a ssu re  you S i r  I  do"not complain 
f o r  th e  sake o f com plaining; and hope I  s h a l l  have no more such usage 
under your managemt—
l 60I  have se n t you ' hds by B u ck le r, I  hope they  may come to  A
b e t t e r  market o r  e ls e  i t  w i l l  n o t answer to  send Tobacco home; I  have
se n t an in v o ice  o f  what a t t  p re se n t I  can th in k  o f  which p le a se  to  send 
by th e  f i r s t  York s h ip ;—
I come now to  thank you f o r  f o r  your k ind  p re se n t o f th e  yellow  
Jassam in & ever flo w erin g  honysuckles b u t I  have my o ld  f a te  th ey  were
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a l l  dead—"by ignorance o r  C are lessn ess  th ey  were p u t in  th e  deck and 
I  suppose th e  spray  o f th e  s a l t  w ater came on them and k i l l d  them they  
should  have been pu t in  th e  h a la s t—
Mr Jno S ta rc h e
I  Reed two L e t te r s  from you w ith  th e  s to c k in s  and p lad ; and must heg 
Leave to  inform  you; th a t  I  never had such i l l  usage in  a l l  my l i f e ;  
h u t co n s id e rin g  th e  f in e  C h arac te r you m ain tain  h ere  have so much C h arity  
to  h e le iv e  you have h in  g ro s s ly  imposd on hy your R asca lly  tradesm en; a l l  
th e  p la d  ex cep t 3 p e ic e s  bought o f your s e l f  (which a re  good) a re  f u l l  
o f  h o le s , and innum erable darns and some r o t te n ;  must th in k  they  have 
h in  o ld  shop keepers  tim e ou t o f  mind o th erw ise  th ey  could no t have h in  
so f u l l  o f  h o le s , darns d i r t y  an r o t te n ,  i t  m ight hee sa id  th a t  th e  
moth m ight e a t  th e  p lad  in  th e  sh ip ; h u t th e  moth Could no t dam  up in ­
num erable h o le s , I  have se n t you two p e ice s  th a t  your own eyes may see 
how I  have h in  used , and perhaps you may th in k  th ey  a re  th e  w orst; hu t 
I  a s su re  you i t  would p u zzel a P h ilo so p h er to  d is t in g u is h  t h a t ,  I  
n e g le c te d  sending  to  England f o r  C otten  f o r  my s la v e s ,  depending on th e  
p la d , and Cannot have a ^ ^  supply  b e fo re  co ld  w eather s e ts  in ; so th a t  
I  am o b lig ed  to  make use o f  i t  as w ell as I  can , o therw ise  should have 
re tu rn e d  i t  a l l  except 3 p e ic e s  above m entiond, i f  I  were su re  never to  
have any r e p a ra t io n  I  am now makeing i t  up, and i t  ta k e s  th e  ta y lo r  
more tim e to  p a tch  and darn  than  makeing th e  garm ent and when a l l  i s  
done my poor s la v e s  w i l l  h u t hee p o o rly  o f; i f  you have not A s t r i c t e r  
eye to  your tradesm en, t h e i r  v i l la n y  may p re ju d ic e  you very much in  
your a f f a i r s ;  Mr Gay has seen th e  p lad  and can g ive  you a f u l l  account
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o f  i t ;  I  b e le iv e  you a re  very  happy in  th a t  Gentleman as a  f a c to r ;
I  could  no t w ith o u t doing my s e l f  and you in ju s t ic e  fo rb e a r  w r itin g  
t h i s  L e tte r ;  remembring th e  o ld  adage (Viz) th e  s u f f e re r  has ju s t  l i b ­
e r ty  to  speak; I  am w ith  due re s p e c t  Yors JC 
The s to c k in s  a re  very  good
cDunbar P arke3 Jan: 25: 1729/30
S ir
I  d id  expect e re  now to  have seen you in  V irga: b u t understand  th a t  you 
a re  s t i l l  o f op in io n  th a t  t h i s  e s ta te  i s  L iab le  to  d isch a rg e  th e  L ate 
C o ll Parks d e b ts ; I  hope you w i l l  pardon me i f  I  am o f A c o n tra ry  
judgmt: and th a t  you may see th e  grounds o f my op in ion  have se n t you 
th e  w i l l  o f o ld  C o ll Parke th e  G e n e ra l i 's  F a th e r , w herein you you w il l  
f in d  th e  son had b u t an e s ta te  f o r  l i f e ;  and consequently  had no power 
to  d isp o se  o f  any th in g  a t  h is  d ea th ; I  have had th e  op in ion  o f most of 
th e  eminent Lawers h e re , and o f some Learnd men in  England and th ey  seem 
to  make a wonder any one should  make a  q u es tio n  th a t  th e  L ate  C o ll Parke 
could  burden an e s ta te  o f which he had no r ig h t  lo n g e r than  l i f e ;  a l l  
th e  fav o r I  d e s ir e  o f you i s  th a t  you would shew th i s  w il l  s e n t to  your 
lasers, and must th in k  th ey  w i l l  ad v ise  you th a t  t h i s  e s ta te  can no
l^o
ways be L iab le  f o r  th e  L a te  C oll Parks d e b ts—t h i s  may p rev en t a 
troublesom e, Long and Chargeable Law suit; could I  see you; I  b e liv e  a l l  
th in g s  could bee easy
9 2
To C harles Higgs Esq A p r i ll  15 1730
Coronor o f M iddlesex a t
h is  house a t t  Hamstead n ea r  London
S ir
The f a i r  C h a rac te r  my good F rien d  M ajr: Holloway g iv es  you encourages
me to  ask A very  g re a t  fav o r o f you; a lth o  I  am an e n t i r e  S tra n g e r  to
your P erson , I  hope your goodness w il l  pardon t h i s  my freedom; I  need
n o t r e c i t e  p a r t i c u la r s ,  "but p le a se  to  bee r e fe rd  to  th e  enclosd  P apers,
I  have given d ir e c t io n s  to  Mr Robt Cary Mercht In  London to  fu rn is h  you 
164w ith  Cash to  d e fra y  th e  Charges; I  s h a l l  no t presume to  t re s p a s s  any 
f a r th e r  on yo r p a tie n c e ; on ly  to  a ssu re  you, th a t  I  s h a l l  e te r n a l ly  
have A g r a t e f u l l  acknowledgemt o f so v a s t and o b lig a tio n  L aid  on yor 
most obed ien t humble s e rv t  JC
To Robt Cary A p r i ll  15: 1730
S i r
165T his on ly  se rv e s  to  d e s ir e  you most C a re fu lly  to  d e l iv e r  th e  enclosd
166Packet as  d ire c te d ;  and to  fu rn is h  Mr C harles Higgs E sqr w ith  Cash 
he s h a l l  want to  d e fray  th e  Charges he s h a l l  bee a t  on my accoun t, no t 
exceeding £20: tho  I  hope i t  w i l l  no t bee so much; bu t in  Case Mr Higgs 
should bee dead; I  d e s ir e  you to  b reak  up th e  P a ck e tt d ire c te d  to  him, 
and p u n c tu a lly  fo llo w  th e  d ir e c t io n s  g iven  him; i f  he bee l iv in g  what 
Papers he s h a l l  send to  you f o r  M:e, o r  Mr Holloway, C a re fu lly  d isp a tc h  
to  me by th e  f i r s t  s a fe  o p p o rtu n ity ; and i f  he bee dead, when you have 
done what i s  re q u ire d  C a re fu lly  send me a l l  P ap ers—your utm ost Care 
in  t h i s  i s  e a rn e s t ly  d e s ire d  i t  being  A m a tte r  o f  very  g re a t Consequence, 
and w i l l  i n f i n i t e l y  o b lig e  Yors JC
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A Copy o f M ajr Holloways L e t te r  
to  C h arles  Higgs E s q r^ ^
W illiam sburgh V irga
A p r i l l  13 1730
H erew ith comes to  my d e a re s t  f r ie n d  th e  Case o f  A Gentleman in  my 
neighborhood who has b in  my C lie n t  ever s in c e  I  came h i th e r ,  He i s  
d e s iro u s  to  have th e  op in ion  o f one o f th e  most eminent Lawers; he i s  
no t w i l l in g  to  p a r t  w ith  A g re a te r  fe e  than  i s  n e cessa ry , nor would he 
ab rid g e  t h a t ,  b u t h is  c h e if  d e s ir e  i s  (and th a t  i s  one Reason why I  
g ive  you th e  tro u b le )  th a t  he may have th e  th o u g h ts  o f  one very  eminent 
and y e t such as  w il l  have l e i s u r e  enough to  co n s id e r th e  Case th ro ly ,  
i t  b e in g  A m a tte r  r e a l l y  o f g re a t  Concern—
Hee w i l l  herew ith  send you h is  o rd e r on my o ld  f r ie n d  Mr Robt Cary 
f o r  what th e  expence amounts to ,  I  beg your p a r t i c u la r  Care in  i t ,  and 
th a t  when you have th e  op in ion  which I  recon  w il l  e a s i ly  be had a f t e r  
t r i n i t y  term , t h a t  you w il l  enc lose  i t  d i r e c te d  f o r  th e  C o lonell o r  me, 
and le a v e  i t  w ith  Mr Cary to  be d isp a tc h  h i th e r ,  our g e n e ra ll  Court 
beg in s  "the--15 where I  am fo rcd  s t i l l  to  s la v e , so have no tim e to  say • 
more, th an  th a t  I  c e r ta in ly  am th e  very  same th y  most f a i t h f u l l  and 
a f f e c t io n a te  f r i e n d  Jack Holloway
Wee s h a l l  by th e  n ex t sh ip s  send you Another Copy o f th e  Case fo r  
an o th e r Lawers op in ion ;
P e rry  cca. June 1730]
n 168Gentlemen
Yorss by Capt T urner o f March th e  20 1729; I  have re e d  w ith  my account 
C urt; am g la d  you had n o t so ld  my Tob: t h i s  l a s t  y e a rs  s h o r t  Crop which 
i s  now comeing to  you and a  f a r  s h o r te r  Crop which must happen t h i s  p re ­
9b
se n t y ea r , occasiond  "by th e  f ly e s  e a tin g  up th e  p la n ts  in  most p a r ts
o f th e  Country, must r a i s e  Toh: o r  e ls e  no th ing  w il l  I  have ad v isd  you
l69a t  Large on th a t  su b je c t  hy Capt Harwood So nefed n o t tro u b le  you now
170w ith  A r e p e t i t io n ;  Mr Cary has b in  ' so unkind as to  s e l l  my Tob: f o r  
e x p o rta tio n , c o n tra ry  to  A re p e a te d  o rder; by which I  lo o se  th e  10 p r 
Ct f o r  th e  d isc o u n ts ; he had th e  same in s t ru c t io n s  as you, b u t i s  p le a sd  
n o t to  reg a rd  them, which usage I  cannot b e a r , s h a l l  n o t send him one 
hd t h i s  year bu t s h a l l  send what I  have to  you; except 18 hds I s h ip t  
to  B r i s to l l ;  I  am very  g lad  you have b in  so k ind  as to  observe d i r e c t io n s ;  
which I  th in k  must tu rn  to  my advantage, B uckler b rin g s  you 15 hds: 
a l l  Bundle except th re e  hds: I am o f op in ion  good bundle Tob: w i l l  do, 
because I presume so l i t t l e  i s  gone home o f th a t  s o r t ;  which I  have in  
Bradby & Cant a re  a l l  stemd and hope w il l  come to  A good m arket; which 
u n le ss  i t  does do n o t p a r t  w ith  them h a s t i ly ;  f o r  Tob: as I  s a id  b e fo re  
must r i s e ,  I  must inform  you th a t  my goods sen t l a s t  by th e  Spotswood 
a re  d ea r bought, c o n tra ry  to  o rd e r , an some good fo r  no th ing  my ozen- 
b r ig s  Charged a t  8d3/^ by A tkins &c; who i s  an ex trav ag an t man; and much 
d is l ik e d  by a  g re a t  many Gentlemen here; b u t have b in  to ld  you a re  so 
weded to  him, th a t  you w i l l  buy of no one e ls e ;  which I  th in k  a  l i t t l e  
od; and i f  so , w i l l  no t t ro u b le  you to  send me any lin n e n s ; f o r  I  w i l l  
no t bee imposd on by such a sh arp in g  fe llo w ; who w ill  do you more in ju ry
than  you a re  aware o f; Mr Crowly has sen t me sixpenny n a i l s ;  th e  C h e if-
e s t  p a r t  o f them Lead; I  w i l l  send you 2 o r 3 o f them as you may see
how g re v io u s ly  you a re  imposd on; as  w ell as  my s e l f ,  such A b a re  fa c e
Cheat I  never heard  o f; in s te a d  o f  in d ian  Cheap c o tte n  hand k erch e ifs  
I have a whole p e ice  o f very  d ea r  s i l k  ones which I  never d e s ire d ,
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n e i th e r  do I  know what to  do w ith  them; and Mrs W right has had no cons­
c ien ce  in  h er B i l l ;  t h a t  i s  A Woman as  much d is l ik d  as A tkins; and 
has th a t  same sh a re  in  your fa v o rs ; I  hope you cannot tak e  t h i s  Complaint 
am iss "but w il l  endeavor to  r e c t i f y  such p roceed ings f o r  th e  fu tu re ;  th e  
L ast y ear every th in g  was to  l ik e in g ;  am s o rry  your tradesm en a re  weary 
o f  Being j u s t ; —
I  thank you f o r  your a ssu rin g  me th a t  you would "bee g lad  to  serve  
my son, so I  know th e re  i s  no vacancy a t  p re se n t;  "but I  thought i t  f i t  
to  d e s ir e  e a r ly  your favour in  case any th in g  should happen, th e  Corn-
171m issary  go t th e  A ud ito rs  p lace  f o r  h is  Nephew, by engageing Mr Walpool 
many years  b e fo re , s h a l l  tak e  Care to  g ive  you e a r ly  ad v ise  i f  any th in g  
happens—
You say you a re  so rry  I  should  su sp ec t any o f your M asters fo r
P lu n d erin g , I  my s e l f  cannot Charge any o f them w ith  i t ;  and do b e le iv e
some o f yor M asters would scorn  i t ;  b u t t h a t  wee a re  P lunderd; i s  
beyond d isp u te , I  have fo r  some y ears  p a s t  l o s t  th e  fo u r th  p a r t  o f my 
Tobacco, by such p i r a t i c a l l  usage;- an d -leav e  i t  to  you i f  I  have no t 
reaso n  to  com plain; —
M: Catesby172 June 1730
Dear S ir
Yor: k ind  and most o b lig e in g  L e t te r  I  have reed : w ith  your p r e t ty
p re se n t,  than which, no th ing  th a t  you coud have thought o f could more
h ig h ly  o b lig e  me, I  w il l  pu t them in to  fram es and g la s s e s ,  and keep them 
in  memory o f you, and s h a l l  a llw ays esteem  them as A very  v a lu ab le  p a r t  
o f  my F u rn itu re ; you a re  p lea sd  to  complimt me concerning my Garden, 
which I  a ssu re  you no ways d eserv es  i t ;  my greens a re  come to  p e r fe c t io n ,
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which i s  th e  G heif f r u i t  o f my long and a s s id io u s  endeavours, wee
have had 3 ° r  f o r  very  bad w in te rs , and ho t & dry  summers, which demol-
ish d  a l l  my F low ers, and A g re a t  many o f my b e s t  g re e n s , so th a t  I  am
out o f h e a r t  o f  endeavoring any th in g  b u t what i s  hardy  and V irg in ia  
173pro o f; J Tho I  must h e a r ty ly  acknowledge your k ind  o f fe r ;  and i f  you
w il l  p le a se  to  L e t me know in  any th in g  th a t  I  can se rv e  you here ; I
s h a l l  c h e a r fu l ly  do my s e l f  th e  honor o f se rv in g  you; I  have g iven  Mrs 
17^Holloway some C a tb ird s  f o r  you; and send you some young dogwoods
175from th e  o ld  stump a t  th e  French o rd in a ry  th e  t r e e  i s  dead th o se  
se n t a re  Cyons th a t  sprung from th e  o ld  ro o t;  I  have 2 more in  my garden 
b u t th ey  a re  ^ o r  f iv e  f e e t  h igh; I  thought t h i s  an i l l  tim e tim e to  
move them; b u t ou r sh ip s  never going from hence in  A p ro p er season must 
be g la d  o f  any, you have much th e  advantage in  sending a l l  manner o f 
t r e e s  & flo w ers  ro o ts ,  because th e  sh ip s  come h ea r in  th e  w in te r , bu t 
go from hence in  th e  Summer, bu t wee can send a l l  manner o f  seeds and 
th e  l ik e  s a fe ly ,  because th ey  may bee kep t a  w ile ; I  s h a l l  a llw ays be 
g lad  to  h ea r o f your w e llfa re  and esteem i t  A g re a t  fa v o r  as o f te n  as 
you a re  p le a sd  to  o b lig e  me w ith  A Line I  am—JC
^Richard F itz w illia m ]^ ^ ^  j-1730:
Dear S i r
May t h i s  f in d  you s a fe  a r r iv e d  in  England, and as  I  have p ro fe ssd  A
f r ie n d s h ip  f o r  you, coud no t om it paying my e a r ly  r e s p e c ts ,  and to  amuse
177you w ith  what happend a f t e r  your d e p a r tu re , your p r o te s t  made a very  
g re a t  n o ise ; and was p ro secu ted  w ith  th e  utm ost v ig o r; b u t your f r ie n d s  
opposd th a t  unaccountable to r r e n t ,  w ith  th e  hazard  o f d is p le a s u re ,  th e
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warm gent o f  th e  house endeavord to  address h is  M ajesty (a s  th ey  dream t)
1 7ft
f o r  re p a ra tio n ; d e s ir e in g  th a t  you might n o t s i t  in  th e  C ourts o f 
J u d ic a tu re , o r upper house, I  t o ld  s e v e ra l l  o f them th a t  th ey  were very  
forw ard in  p re ten d in g  to  d i r e c t  t h e i r  sovereign  in  th e  ap p o in tin g  h is  
C o u n c ill, in  s h o r t th e  warm d eb a te  came to  A d iv is io n  o f th e  house and 
th e re  was 28, & 28, so t h a t  th e  speaker was to  determ ine th e  w ild  c o n tro ­
v e rsy , who was a g a in s t t h e i r  flam eing  address and s a id  he though t th e  
honor o f th e  house was enough v in d ic a te d  in  th e  re sb lv e  th ey  had passd  
(Viz) th a t  your p r o te s t  was scandalous f a l s e  & m a litio u s ; which you 
may see on t h e i r  J o m a l l s ,  your o ld  f re in d s  in  our house would have 
sto o d  hy you on a l l  o ccas io n s; i f  any th in g  had come th e re ,  th en  I  doubt 
th ey  woud have b in  much overpowerd; I  hope and do b e le iv e  your enemys
powder w il l  bee to  weak to  do any ex ecu tio n —
179The p erp lex in g  Tob: Law i s  p a s t;  su re  never was more p a in s  taken  
to  g ive  i t  b i r t h ,  and such methods u sd ' as  I  never saw b e fo re ; and am 
o f  op in ion  i t  would n ever have p assd  even th e  Committee, i f  th ey  had 
n o t b in  s p i r i t e d  up by a l l  th e  a r t f u l l  means im aginable; cPassage c ro ssed  
o u t r e a d s : and am p r e t ty  co n fid en t t h a t  s e v e ra l l  t h a t  vo ted  f o r  i t ,  in  
t h e i r  h e a r ts  abhord i t ;  so f a r  w i l l  com plaisance and th e  s tro n g e s t  
s id e ]  i t  i s  f o r  k  y ears  a tim e to  long  fo r  an experim t o f so w eighty 
a  p ro je c t ;  wee had v ery  warm d eb a tes  in  Lowr house to  g ive  i t  l i f e  bu t 
3 y ea rs  b u t were ou t v o ted —th e  Commissary in  p r iv a te  only  b e fo re  C o ll
18Q i 8 i
Grymes ad v isd  th e  Govr n o t to  pass  i t  w ithou t in s e r t in g  th e  C lause
th a t  i t  might no t tak e  p la c e  t i l l  H is M ajestys p le a su re  was known,
182b u t th e  Govr would n o t h ea r o f such a C lause and s a id  i t  was a l l -
183ready  approved o f a t  home; b u t w ith  subm ission r i l l e g i b l e  wordn
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se n t home, and th e  p re se n t Law i s  no more a l ik e  than  an app le  i s  l i k e  
18^an o y s te r ,  may i t  t r a v e l l  to  Ehgland and l ik e  th a t  a i r  so w ell th a t  
i t  may never r e tu rn  to  V irg in ia , I  h e a r t i ly  wish you a l l  h e a lth  and 
happiness and th a t  you may s a fe  r e tu rn  to  your good f r ie n d s ,  above 
th e  m alice o f your enemys; which i s  th e  s in c e re  wish o f Dear S i r  Yor: 
most s in c e re  f r ie n d  and obed ien t s e rv t
Jno S ta rc h  1730
S ir
There comes th e  Covert o f A B i l l  o f  Ladeing fo r  4 hds o f Tob: which I  
commissiond Mr Gay to  buy fo r  me p u re ly  to  o b lig e  you and him; I  have 
no concerns in  James R iver so had no t Tob: o f  my own th e re ,  Mr Gay 
a ssu re s  me i t  i s  very  good I  never saw i t ,  hope i t  may in  some measure 
answ er, tho th e re  i s  poor encouragemt to  sh ip  to  your p o r t ,  th e  M erchts 
o f  London ad v ise in g  th a t  you b r in g  i t  th e re  and hawk i t  f o r  6d p r  £:
1 O I'
t h i s  I  have from under Mr Robt Cary hand and showd i t  Mr Gay; I  s h a l l  
n o t send f o r  any th ing  t i l l  my Tob: i s  s o ld , ' save 5 doz: o f  p lad  s to c k in s , 
such as  sen t th e  f i r s t  tim e, la rg e  f e e t  w e ll sewed; I  am so rry  you se n t 
me no yellow  s h e ild s  c lo th  which was th e  c h e if  th in g  I  wanted;
Mr Robt Cary 1731
186I  come now to  answer y o rs: by Capt Lony, f i r s t  you say I  must no t 
understand  your L e tte r s  when I  say you c o n tra d ic t  y o u rse lf ;  I  must 
th in k  I  understand  en g lish ; and do s t i l l  say  I  never re a d  a more p la in  
c o n tra d ic tio n ; and s in c e  I  re e d  y ours, have showd th o se  p a r ts  o f  your 
form er L e tte r s  to  o th e r  gentlem en, who a r e  e n t i r e ly  o f  th e  same o p in io n ,
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1 8 7th e  p la ce s  you h in t  a t  in  yor L e t te r  a re  n o t th e  p la c e s  o f c o n tra -
188d ic t io n  i f  you observe  my L e tte r  i t  w i l l  p o in t ou t p la in ly  what I  
sa id ; b u t—
L et t h a t  p a s s ; you say you thought i t  f o r  my i n t e r e s t  to  s e l l  my 
Tob: th a t  you m ight come in to  th e  mony to  answer th e  d isc o u n ts , I  am 
very  s o rry  I  shou ld  no t have s u f f i c i e n t  Cash in  your hands to  answer th e  
d isc o u n ts  o f  what Tob: I  s e n t you, I  know very  w ell what i t  w i l l  ta k e
to  c le a r  A Hd o f  800 n e t;  and made su re  I  had c r e d i t  enough to  answer
th a t ,  i f  I  had dream t o th erw ise  should  n o t have tro u b le d  you w ith  more 
Tob: than  my mony would c le a r ,  f o r  th a t  i s  doing no th ing ; and am sens­
i b le  you g iv e  9 ox  12 m onths' Cr b u t what i s  th a t  to  th e  purpose; th e
tradesm en you buy ou r good o f g ive  you as long  o r lo n g er Cr which i s
th e  reason  th e  goods a re  bought so d e a r; which i f  you p a id  ready  mony
189would come .considerab le  cheaper, t h a t  I  w ell know by experience; indeed
190people  th a t  have n o t mony in  t h e i r  M erchts hands ought to  bee con ten ted  
w ith  th a t  usage; b u t th o se  th a t  L e tt  t h e i r  Cash ly  dead w ithout i n t e r ­
e s t ,  ought to  bee  t r e a te d  in  an o th er manner and have th e  advantage of 
buying A few n ec essa ry s  w ith  t h e i r  ready  mony perhaps you may th in k  I  
say t h i s  l i k e  A p a r ro t ;  b u t I  a s su re  you I  know i t  to  bee f a c t  having 
fo rm erly  l iv e d  w ith  o ld  Mr P erry  some y ears  and saw th e  methods he 
and o th e rs  u sd , h e re  a re  some people t h a t  go to  B igland and buy th e i r  
goods them selves w ith  ready  Cash, and i t  i s  s u rp r iz e in g  to  see  th e  
d if fe re n c e  b e tw ix t ready  mony and th e  tw elve month Cr: i f  you were A 
Lord C han cello r; you would g iv e  judmt a g a in s t  such u n eq u itab le  p ro ­
ceed ings—
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I  am s u rp r iz d  when you t e l l  me my crop b e fo re  th e  l a s t  was r o t te n
in  th e  m iddle o f  th e  hds: s u re , very  su re  I  am th a t  th a t  Tob: se n t you
was p r iz e d  in  so low case  as i t  cou ld  sca rce  bee handled and was in
as good o rd e r  when i t  went from my warehouse as  Tob: could bee; n e i th e r
could  Tobacco in  th a t  c o n d itio n  bee h u r t  i f  i t  were p o s s ib le  to  hang
th e  world on th e  end o f th e  p r iz in g  beam; bu t i f  i t  had b in  h a l f  r o t t e n ,
i t  was worth as  much o r  more than  you were p le a sd  to  g ive  me f o r  i t —
I  hope you cannot th in k  I  should  tak e  i t  i l l  when you ad v ise  me
191in  th e  o rd e rin g  o f my Tob: i t  i s  so f a r  from t h a t ,  th a t  I  g ive  you
many thanks; I  a s su re  you I  never p re ten d  to  g ive  my Tob: a  b r ig h t  c o lo r ;
192b u t sometimes th e  ground sometimes th e  y e a r , and sometimes th e  houses 
th a t  i t  i s  housed in  w i l l  g ive  some o f  i t  A b r ig h t  Color;
A Copy o f M ajr: Holloways L e t te r  to  C harles Higs Esq
My Dear F rien d : A p r i ll  3* 1731
193I  reed  S i r  P h i l :p  Yorks op in io n  upon C o ll: C u s tis  Case.from  you 
sometime s in c e : C oll C u s tis  has b in  long  s ic k  which p rev en ted  him send­
in g  you an o th e r s l a t e  o f  th e  C ase, which he now sends you & i s  very
th a n k fu l1 f o r  th e  tro u b le  you have a l lre a d y  taken ; tho i t  has happend
A l i t t l e  unlucky th a t  you should go to  S i r  P h i l :p  York, because he has
b in  fo rm erly  adv ised  w ith  by our A ntagon ist and given h is  op in ion  under
194h is  hand which th ey  se n t us a s  a l l s o  th e  op in ion  o f S i r  Robt Raymond 
and one R: Edwards o f  L in co ln s  In : I  th in k  S i r  P h i l ip  should  have to ld  
you he had b in  co n su lte d , wee now beg you w il l  go to  some o th e r  eminent 
sound Gent: and g e t h is  o p in io n , and i f  you f in d  any M a te r ia ll  d i f ­
fe re n c e  between t h i s  new man & S i r  P h i l ip s ;  th en  p ray  l e t  t h i s  Case
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1 9 5bee Gopyd and go a l l s o  to  an o th e r Topper, and l e t  us have h is
th o u g h ts , wee a re  very  d e s iro u s  to  bee f u l l y  s a t is fy d  and r ig h t ly  
196d ire c te d  in  a l l  our p o in ts ,  and tho  wee would no t bee ex trav ag an t
y e t our Cause s h a l l  no t bee s ta rv e d , I  Im agine 2. 3« o r 4 guineas each
197a t  most w i l l  serve  th e  nex t Gentlemn: b u t t h i s  i s  subm itted  to  your
198good managemt, p ray  g e t us good and f u l l  ad v ise ; th e  r e s t  I  Leave
199to  th e  C o ll and am my d e a re s t  f r ie n d  very  busy b u t a l l  ways most 
a f f e c t io n a te ly  Yors w ithou t re s e rv e  Jno Holloway
tC h arles  H iggs3 A p r ill  4: 1731
Kind S i r
Yor most o b lig e in g  L e t te r  o f o c t :  14 1730s 1 reed ; and i f  I  were m aster
o f  words th a t  might l i v e ly  re p re s e n t  my g r a t e f u l l  acknowledgmt; I  should
n ev e r th in k  I  had w r it  enough; what s h a l l  I  say , o r  what s h a l l  I  no t
say , and s in c e  a l l  ex p ress io n s  a re  lame; beg le av e  to  r e ly  on your
goodness to  make up th e  d e f ic ie n c y —
Yor k in d  usage has encouraged me-to g iv e  you A second tro u b le  and
201  ~  ^have se n t th e  Case . my Case ag a in ; which should  have w aited  on you"
202sooner b u t I  have been very  much a f f l i c t e d  w ith  s icknes ever s in c e
203 204l a s t  August; which J p u t me by a l l  though t o f w orldly b u s in ess  i t  
has happend very  u n lu c k ily  th a t  you should  C onsu lt S i r  P h il  York; who 
sometime Ago gave c o u n c il l  and h is  op in ion  to  my Adversary which I  now
have by me; from under h is  hand, and th e  very  same he has given me now;
I  must 1hink he ought to  have inform d you o f th a t  a f f a i r ;  th e  op in ion  
th a t  I  have he gave to  one Dunbar; who m arried  C oll Parks N a tu ra ll 
D aughter in  A ntigua; and i s  about p ro se c u tin g  me; and I  very  b e le iv e  
he has g iven  Byrd h is  op in ion  l i k e  w ise; b u t th a t  I  am no t su re  o f; 
Dunbar has lik e w ise  th e  op in ion  o f  S i r  Robt Raymond and one R Edwards
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which he se n t me; I  am w ill in g  to  hee f u l l y  s a t i s f y d  in  bo th  cases;
Mr Holloway has w r i t  you th e  n e e d fu ll  on th a t  a f f a i r —
I  have o rd e rd  Mr Cary to  supply  you w ith  Cash; and am very  th an k - 
f u l l  fo r  your L a s t good husbandry o f my mony—beg you w i l l  l e t  me have 
an answer by th e  r e tu rn  o f th e  f i r s t  sh ip ; which I  suppose w i l l  bee 
sometime n ex t f a l l  I  beg your pardon f o r  t h i s  re p e a te d  tro u b le  and am 
Yor most o b lig e d  & o b ed ien t s e rv t  JC
[•Robert Cary3 A p ril th e  1731
S ir
Here comes some more P apers d ire c te d  f o r  C harles Higgs Efeq which I  
beg you C a re fu lly  to  d e l iv e r  as soon as th ey  come to  yor hands and to  
fu rn is h  him w ith  Cash to  d e fray  t h i s  second Charge; p ray  bee very  
C a re fu ll i t  b e in g  a m a tte r  o f g re a t  Concern and send i t  me to  Majr 
Halloway by th e  f i r s t  good sh ip ; I  have n o t tim e to  w r i t  o f  b u s in e ss ; 
being  s t i l l  in  A v ery  i l l  s t a t e  o f  h e a lth ; B uck ler has 20 hd Tob: 
f o r  you Yor s e rv t  Jno C u s tis
P e rry  1731
S i r
I  am so rry , (and su re  I  am th a t  I  have a g re a t  d ea l o f  reaso n  to
bee so) t h a t  I  shou ld  have occasion  to  g iv e  you an account o f th e  
205barbous, and most v il la n o u s  usage; I  have had from one o f your
205
M asters o f your sh ip s  (VIZ) James Bradby belong ing  to  th e  M icajah & 
P h il ip ;  I  presume you have heard o f  h is  p re te n s io n  o r  r a th e r  impudence 
to  co u rt my D aughter; which I  a llw ays d e te s te d  w ith  th e  g r e a te s t  abhor­
ren ce; and have to ld  him so tim es innum erable; and thought he had
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given i t  over l a s t  voyage; t u t  when he re tu m d  to  V irga he again  made
a l l  th e  f r ie n d s  he cou ld  and c o n tin u a lly  im portuned me f o r  my consen t;
I  found he had over perswaded my D aughter to  Like' him; and m yself te in g
very  f u l l  o f  p a in  and so i l l  th a t  every hody d is p a ird  o f  my l i f e ;  and
207thought i t  would happen i f  I  d ied ; tak e in g  t h i s  advantage o f me
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when I  h a rd ly  knew what I  s a id  o r  d id ; f o r  th e  ex cessiv e  pa in  I  was
in ;  I  consented  to  l e t  him marry my Daughter—f o r  which he seemd to  he
th e  most J o y fu ll  and th a n k fu ll  man a liv e ;  hu t I  t o ld  him he had b e t t e r
d e fe r  i t  t i l l  nex t voyage; and I  would t r e a t  w ith  h is  F a th e r; h is
answer was he knew h is  F a th e r  approvd o f th e  th in g ; and e a rn e s tly  b eg :d
I  would n o t i n s i s t  on so long  d e lay  h u t L e tt  him hee marryd im m ediately; 
209Madm Ludw ell, w ith  whom my D aughter liv e d ; happend to  hee so i l l  
th a t  th e  M arriage was p u t o f t i l l  she was b e t te r ;  I  to ld  him I  would 
buy him a good s e a t  o f  Land s to ck  i t  w ith N igros C a tt le ,  &c; bee a t  
th e  expence o f b u ild in g  only  t h a t  I  would s e t t l e  what I  a t  p re se n t gave 
my Daughter on h e r, and th e  C h ild ren  she shoud have by him; and th a t  I  
had w ell p rov ided  f o r  h e r in  my w il l ;  which I  gave him my word I  would 
never a l t e r ,  he seemd to  bee very  th a n k fu ll  and sd: my demands was so 
rea so n ab le  t h a t  he cou ld  n o t make th e  L east o b je c tio n ; bu t s t i l l  in ­
s i s t e d  to  bee m arried —t i r e d  ou t a t  L ast in  my weak co n d itio n  w ith
h i s  c o n tin u a ll  im p o rtu n ity s ; I  o rd erd  th e  weding c lo th s  to  bee made,
210and every th in g  n ecessa ry  in  o rd e r; never so much as in q u ire d  in to
h is  c ircum stances; f o r  which I  b e le iv e  a l l  th a t  know me, must Judge I  
was no t in  my r ig h t  sen ses ; b u t A day o r two b e fo re  th e  M arriage; he 
se n t one Mr Booker to  me, to  know i f  he might come and t a lk  w ith  me;
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I  to ld  Mr Booker I  adm ired Capt Bradby should  t a l k  a t  th a t  r a t e  when
m a tte rs  were so f a r  gone a t  L ast Booker to ld  me he wantd o th e r  term s,
211t h i s  p u t me in to  such a v io le n t  p a ss io n ; th a t  I  se n t him word th a t  
he shou ld  n e i th e r  have term s nor my D aughter; t h i s  message, he p re ­
ten d ed  make him a llm o st d i s t r a c te d ;  and im m ediately se n t me a  most 
subm issive  L e t t e r  beging my pardon; and i f  I  would fo rg iv e  him; how
d u t i f u l l  he would prove I  to  humor my D aughter w r i t  him a  k ind  answer, 
212and to ld  him I  would pass  hy a l l ;  and he m ight have th e  same term s
s t i l l ;  A copy o f h is  L e t te r  I  have enclosd  t h i s  was in  th e  a fte rn o o n
I  re e d  h is  L e t te r ;  th e  very  nex t day; he comes to  my house; and 1
th o u g h t i t  was to  s ig n  th e  L icence; b u t I  found i t  was on purpose to
p ic k  A Q u a rre ll  w ith  me; h is  unheard o f t re a tm t i s  to  Long to  g iv e  a
f u l l  account o f ;  b u t he began; he wanted A sum o f mony and th a t  he
would n o t except o f  my o th e r  term s; n e i th e r  would he bee marryd t i l l
n e x t voyage adding  th a t  he had an o ld  c ro ss  g ra in d  humorsome F a th e r
to  d e a l w ith ; and th a t  he would nb t run  th e  hazard  o f d iso b lig e in g
him;- t h a t  he h im se lf  was w orth £3 0 0 0 ;!" and expected a fo r tu n e  equal 1 ,'
213I  was f o r  sometime a s to n ish d ; a t t  l a s t  haveing composd my s e l f  as 
w e ll as  I  cou ld ; I  to ld  him I  thought t h i s  was s tra n g e  usage—and 
b id  him remember; t h a t  a t  f i r s t ;  I  v ery  much in s i s t e d  to  s ta y  t i l l  nex t 
voyage, t h a t  I  m ight t r e a t  w ith  h is  F a th e r  he had th e  impudence to  
my Face to  deny th a t ,  and to  t e l l  me he never designd  to  marry t i l l  
n e x t voyage, and th a t  he had never in s i s t e d  to  bee marryd sooner,
I  was amazd a t t  h is  im pudient in to le r a b le  L ie s ; he haveing te iz d  me 
a llm o s t ou t o f  my l i f e  f o r  my immediate consen t tim es innum erable bu t
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b u t I t  happens I  can prove him th e  g r e a te s t  Lyer and most p e r ju rd
v i l l a i n  th a t  ever l iv e d  "by abundance o f people to  whom he has expressd
h is  P assio n , and d e s ire d  them to  speak to  me in  h is  Favor; some o f
which a re  o f g re a t  d i s t in c t io n —
I  d e s ire d  him to  l e t t  me have A L i t t l e  q u ie t;  f o r  th a t  he had b in
th e  occasion  o f A g re a t  d ea l o f my p a in  and u n easin ess ; I  went in to
my c lo s e t  to  show him h is  L e t te r  he se n t th e  day b e fo re ; b u t b e fo re  I
came ou t; he to o k  up h is  h a t; and went s ly ly  ou t o f  my d o o r;-n e v e r  b id
me fa i re w e ll ;  n o r used any common c i v i l i t y ;  every word I  have w rite ;
I  do p r o te s t  on my word and honor I s  s in c e re ly  tru e ;  though I  w ell
know he woud deny and fo rsw ear a l l  to  my fac e ; which I  have had a very
good p roo f o f my s e l f  and my Daughter he has exposd to  th e  u ttm o st;
I  could  say a  g re a t  d ea l more; and n o t d e v ia te  A t i t t l e  from th e  t r u th
2lAb u t h is  v i l la n y s  a re  so g re a t  th a t  i t  would re q u ire  more tim e;
th an  I  have a t t  p re se n t to  s e t  f o r th ;  I  Leave you to  Judge w ith e r
such A m onster i s  f i t  f o r  yours o r any good mans empoyj o r  to  a s s o c ia te  
w ith  mankind, and do a ssu re  you S i r  t h a t  some Gentlemen th a t  a re  your 
f r ie n d s  and a r e  co n s id e ra b le  in  your i n t e r e s t  o f fe rd  n o t 't o  sh ip  a 
hd o f Tobs in  him I  though t th a t  would bee doing you a g re a t  in ju ry  
who know n o th in g  o f  h is  rougery ; bu t some have to ld  me th a t  i f  you
215co n tin u e  him in  your employ, th a t  he s h a l l  never Carry an o th er hd f o r  
them and I  b e le iv e  some w i l l  g ive  i t  you from under t h e i r  own hand, as 
f o r  my s e l f ,  i f  you w i l l  encourage and harbo r such a r a s c a l l  in  your 
s e rv ic e ; I  n ever w i l l  sh ip  one hd: and w i l l  perswade a l l  my f re in d s  
to  do th e  same; b u t i t  would have b in  doing you th e  g r e a te s t  i n ju s t i c e
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to  have showd any resen tm t in  t h a t  n a tu re  t h i s  y e a r :—
What I  am now a going to  t e l l  you i s  out o f pure  f r ie n d s h ip  he
Bradby has re p o r td  th a t  he has f r e e  reco u rse  to  a l l  your Books, and
t h a t  he knows every Gentlemans c ircum stances th a t  corresponds w ith  .
2l6you, and th a t  in  p a r t i c u la r  C o ll Page, and C oll Byrd owe you £4000 
d e h ts ; a l l  t h i s  I  solem nly p r o te s t  I  heard  him say; and thought i t  then  
s tra n g e  you should  s u f f e r  such A fe llo w  to  "bee p r iv y  to  th e  Gentlemens 
C ircum stances who a re  your co n s ig n e rs ; no man i s  w il l in g  to  have h is  
a f f a i r s  exposd, e s p e c ia l ly  i f  he i s  so u n fo rtu n a te  to  hee in  d eb t; I  
have endeavord to  hush t h i s  r e p o r t ;  which I  am ,sure i f  i t  should 
sp read  and hee C re d itte d ; would do you a very  g re a t  in ju ry ;  perhaps 
you may th in k  I  t e l l  you t h i s  ou t o f  p re ju d ic e  to  Bradby; hu t I  
a s su re  you i t  i s  out o f s in c e re  f r ie n d s h ip  to  you; I  to ld  Capt Cant 
o f  i t ,  long b e e fo re  th a t  fe llo w  had t r e a te d  me so b arbo rously ; which 
i f  you ask  Cant he w il l  inform  you; I  hope you w il l  pardon t h i s  long 
scraw l; and th in k  I  have reaso n  to  show th e  g r e a te s t  re sen tm t—
rUnknown Addressee] Jan 7: 1733-/2
S i r
My son having acquain ted  me w ith  th e  Love & a f fe c t io n  he has fo r  your 
D aughter Mrs B e tty ; i s  th e  o ccasio n  of t h i s  tro u b le ; he thought i t  h is  
du ty  f i r s t  to  acq u a in t me o f i t ;  and I  th in k  i t  mine to  im part t h i s  a f f a i r  
to  you; b e fo re  th e re  i s  any o th e r  p roceed ings; observ ing  th e  golden r u le  
to  do as I  would bee done by; I  presume you a re  no t A s tra n g e r  to  my 
sons c ircum stances; a l l  C o ll P arkes r e a l l  e s ta te ,  and my P a te m a l l  
r e a l l  e s ta te  i s  e n ta i ld  on him; and what God has b in  p leasd  to  b le s s
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my own endeavors w ith ; i s  no t con tem ptib le ; I  have b u t 2 C hild ren  
who must have my a l l  sometime o r o th e r ; I  d es ig n  to  do k ind  & handsomely 
f o r  my son w h ils t  L iv ing , and do no t doubt b u t you w i l l  do th e  p a r t  o f 
A k ind  F a th e r  by your D aughter; I  l i k e  Mrs B e tty  as w ell as  my son does 
i f  you & she can b u t l i k e  him as  w ell I  hope th ey  may bee happy I  have 
so much v a n ity  as  to  th in k  th a t  h is  C h a rac te r  w i l l  answer even envy 
i t  s e l f ;  tho  I  b e le iv e  he i s  no t w ithou t some bosom enemys i f  you
w i l l  p le a se  to  l e t t  me know your mind f u l l y  on t h i s  weighty a f f a i r ;
w ith  your Leave, my son in  a p ro p er tim e w i l l  w ait on your Daughter; 
bu t h is  tim e w i l l  bee yours and th e  young L ad ie s , I  hope you w i l l  
excuse t h i s  t ro u b le  and l e t  what w i l l  happen, I  s h a l l  allw ays bee 
proud to  bee accounted Yor s in c e re  f r ie n d  & most obed ien t humble 
S e rv t JC
[•Mrs. Evelyn P e p p e r c1732]
Hond Madm
I  re ed  y o rs  o f Septs 29 l a s t ;  which fa v o r  I  acknowledge; you-are  p le a sd  
to  say th a t  th e  Lawers w ith  you and th o se  h e re  d i f f e r  in  t h e i r  op in ­
io n s  about your haveing any t i t l e  to  your F a th e rs  e s ta te  in  Y irga: 
w ith  subm ission to  your Lawers Judgmt i f  th e y  say  you can p o ss ib ly  
have any r ig h t  to  th a t  e s ta te ;  I  say th ey  do n o t understand  e i th e r  th e
Laws o f  Ehg: o r  common reason ; and must bee so v a in  to  th in k  m yself
Lawer enough to  Judge of»A case  so very  c l e a r  and p la in  tho ou t o f 
c u r io s i ty  I  have th e  op in ion  o f some o f th e  g r e a te s t  Lawers in  Rigs 
who wonder anyone shoud q u es tio n  so p la in  a case ; I  cannot t e l l  what 
you may th in k  o f our Lawers; b u t I  do a s su re  you wee have some very  
eminent s k i l l f u l l  men, as th e  Kings A tto rney  and some o th e rs ;  whose
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op in ion  w ith  th o se  in  Big: a re  e x a c tly  th e  sajne in  e f f e c t ;  th e  L a te  
C o ll Parke my F a th e r  in  Law was h u t te n a n t f o r  l i f e  and cou ld  no t 
d isp o se  o f  any p a r t  o f  h is  F a th e rs  e s ta te ;  and ha!d he gave i t  to  you; 
o r  any one e ls e ,  h u t h is  D aughters th e  d ev ise  had h in  voyd; and p re ­
sume you th in k  th a t  e s ta te  much g re a te r  than  i t  i s ;  I  have no th ing
218o f  o ld  C o ll Parkes h u t 600 Acres o f  worn ou t Land: C o ll Byrd has
th e  re s id u e  in  r ig h t  o f  h is  Wife; hy th e  op in ion  o f th e  Kings A ttom y
in  Big: S r G Worthy and th a t  i s  no g re a t m a tte r; th e  N igros a re  a l l
dead and p a s t  t h e i r  Lahor; h u t l e t  i t  hee l i t t l e  o r  much, i f  I
though t you, o r  any o f  th e  Fam ily had any ju s t  claim s to  i t ;  I  would
no t keep i t  from you; I  thank God I  have a  very  good P a te m a l l  e s ta te
o f  my own; o th e rw ise  I  should  th in k  my s e l f  hu t in  poor c ircum stances
o f  what I  possess  o f  th e  E s ta te  hy my Wife; and s h a l l  hee allw ays proud
to  l i v e  in  am ity w ith  your Fam ily; I  am now sued in  C f o r  £6000. hy a 
219Mr Dunhar in  A ntigo who p re te n d s  my F a th e r  Parke owd so much in
th o se  Is la n d s  which i f  he were A live  I  dare , say .no  one would d a re  t e l l
him so—I  must th in k  i t  c o llu s io n ; i t  w i l l  hee A te d io u s  expensive
s u i t  and t i s  ods i f  I  l i v e  to  see  th e  end o f  i t ;  and wish I  may no t
220le a v e  my son en tan g led  in  A s u i t  o f  Law to  spend a r e a l l  e s ta te  in  
defence o f an im aginary  one; I  am p r e t ty  su re  they  can never reco v e r 
a sixpence o f me; on ly  p u t me to  A d ea l o f  tro u b le  and Charge; I  having 
a l lre a d y  p a id  a g re a t  d e a l  more th an  th e  Value o f  th e  e s ta te  I  p o ssess  
in  r ig h t  o f  my Wife; and i t  had h in  happy f o r  me; and w ell f o r  my 
C h ild ren ; i f  I  had throw n up th e  whole e s ta te  to  th e  C re d ito rs  when 
I  f i r s t  re ed  th e  unhappy news o f C o ll Parkes dea th ; f o r  I  have under-
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gone more tro u b le  th a t  I  would ag a in  f o r  6 tim es th e  Value; hu t in  
honor to  my F a th e r in  Laws memory; I  endeavord to  keep what I  could  
o f th e  e s ta te  in  h is  Fam ily I  hope yo r goodness w il l  pardon th i s  d i ­
g re ss io n ;
Mr Steward inform d you r ig h t  when he to ld  you I  expressd  a  k in d ­
ness f o r  your Fam ily; i t  i s  n a tu r a l l  to  b e le iv e  I  most a llw ays va lue  
A Fam ily to  whom my two d ea r p led g es  a re  so n ea r a lly d ; I  do no t remember 
I  then  expressd an y th ing  o f m atching my d au g h ter to  any one; f o r  I  am 
su re  I  had then  no such th o u g h ts , so th a t  Mr Steward must m isappre­
hend me; your son may deserv e  A b e t t e r  match than  my D aughter; bu t th e
d is ta n c e  o f P lace ; and th e  consangu in ty  would ren d e r such a th in g  im-
221p ra c t ic a b le ;  she has s in c e  b in  engaged to  A man very  much a g a in s t 
my in c l in a t io n ;  and so n ea r  t h a t  th e  weding c lo th s  were made b u t th e  
b u s in ess  i s  a l l  over; and she p r o te s t s  she w i l l  never marry; him o r  
any one e ls e ;  my son, I  b e le iv e d  i s  f ix d  in  h is  a f f e c t io n  on ly  wee 
th in k  bo th  .to young as y e t; i t  i s  an unhappiness th a t  my C hild rens 
r e la t io n s  by t h e i r  M other, a r e  so p lacd  so f a r  d is ta n t ;  I  ag ree  w ith  
you th a t  i t  m ight do him good to  make you a v i s i t  & see  th e  world; b u t 
I  could n o t sp are  him so f a r  from me w h ils t  I  l iv e ;  i f  he might have 
th e  Enpress o f th e  u n iv e rse  f o r  A w ife ; w ith  th e  whole C rea tio n  f o r  
A fo rtu n e ; my C hild ren  a re  a l l  th e  Comfort I  have in  th e  w orld f o r  
whose sakes I  have kep t my s e l f  s in g le ;  and am determ ined so to  do as  
long as p le a se  God to  co n tin u e  us to g e th e r ;  I  do no t doubt of my young 
kinswomans v i r tu e s  and q u a l i f i c a t io n s ,  and h e a r t i ly  w ish h e r a husband 
eq u a ll to  her m e rits ; I  hope Mr Pepper w i l l  accep t o f my b e s t re s p e c t ;  
th e  same s a lu te s  you I  am Hond Madm
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Mr Loyd c1732d
222I  re e d  yours by Capt B arns, w herein you seemd alarumd a t  V irga 
being  d e s iro u s  to  b r in g  Tob: under and ex c ise ; our Gover: servd  th e  
C o u n c ill some p ro p o sa ls  l a s t  f a l l ;  and seemd to  fav o r th e  th in g  very  
much; b u t f o r  my p a r t  I  d id  no t understand  i t ;  n e i th e r  do I  as y e t; 
b u t now th e  g e n e ra l l  Assembly seem very  fond o f i t ;  and you w il l  f in d  
a  m em oriall and p e t i t io n  to  th e  Kind & p a r lia m t send home; I  wish i t
may answer th e  ends proposd; b u t indeed  i t  i s  tim e to  look about us;
2?3f o r  th e  M erchts have go t an a c t  o f  P a rliam t Passd; (and i t  i s  sd 
you and Mr P e rry  a re  th e  C heif prom oters; o f  th a t  c r u e l l  and u n ju s t 
a c t , )  I  must C a ll i t  so , because i t  does n o t g ive  us th e  l i b e r t y  of 
our fe llo w  b r i t t i s h  su b je c ts ;  b u t in v e r ts  th e  whole course o f th e  
Law—makeing ex p a r te  ev idence, which th e  Law abhors, good evidence 
a g a in s t  u s; th e  M erchts going b e fo re  th e  C heif M ag is tra te  and sw earing 
to  h is  acco u n t, by th a t  a c t  i s  good evidence h ere ; which i s  very  c r u e l l ;  
th en  your_ sub je c t in g  our Lands f o r  book d e b ts  i s  c o n tra ry - to  th e  Laws 
o f  o u r M other C ountry; which cannot touch  r e a l l  e s ta te , w ithout A 
s p e c ia l ty  and as  wee a re  b r i t t i s h  su b je c ts  wee might reaso n ab ly  
expects  b r i t t i s h  l i b e r t y  wee d e s ir e  no th in g  e ls e  than  to  bee su b je c t 
to  th e  Laws o f our Mother Country b u t wee have g re a t reaso n  to  th in k  
you aim a t  our p o ssess io n s  who have go t most o f your p o ssess io n s  by 
us; f o r  my p a r t  I  am a t  p re se n t f r e e  from th e  e f f e c ts  o f your a c t;  
owing no one in  England a f a r th in g ;  b u t have mony owing me, so th a t  
you cannot th in k  what I  say i s  s e l f  i n t e r e s t ;  b u t p u re ly  th e  r e s u l t  
o f my th o u g h ts ; and however you may f l a t t e r  your se lv e s  to  bee g a in e rs  
by th a t  a c t  you w il l  f in d  th a t  you have so in cen sd  th e  Country; th a t
I l l
you w il l  fo rc e  them as  soon as convenient to  have no th ing  to  do w ith  
you; I  h e a r t i ly  w ish th a t  you and my good F re in d  Mr P e rry  had n o t b in  
so a c t iv e  in  t h i s  unhappy a f f a i r ;  I  hope you w ill 'p a rd o n  t h i s  freedom 
which proceeds from pure  sen tim en ts  unmixt w ith  th e  l e a s t  i n t e r e s t ,  
so s h a l l  Leave i t  to  your C o n sid era tio n
Now to  b u s in e ss ; I  have s e n t you 10 hd p r  Ludlow; one i s  bundle 
th e  r e s t  stemd; w ish I  could have se n t you more; bu t t h i s  f in e  Tob:
Law which you a re  so v ery  fond o f  has p reven ted  me, and I  must b e le iv e  
th a t  i t  w i l l  bee im p o ssib le  to  make Tob: th e re  being  so many d i f f i ­
c u l t i e s  in  th e  Law and so much s u b je c tio n  to  th e  a r b i t r a r y  in s p e c to rs , 
th e  Law comes home to  you mended; as  i t  i s  s a id ; b u t I  b e le iv e  i t  i s
l ik e  sou r a le  in  summer i f  i t  must s t i l l  bee imposd on us: abundance
224must seek some o th e r  way to  l i v e  than  by Tob: I  need n o t t e l l  you
t
o f  th e  u n eas in ess  o f  th e  Country you w il l  understand  th a t  by th e
burn ing  so many w arehouses; and th e  tax in g  th e  people  to  pay f o r  a l l
Tob: so b u rn t; which wish th e  m ain taing  t h a t  d e l ic a te  Law i s  very-
225heavy; I  must be s u b je c t  to  i t ;  b u t can never have th e  l e a s t  f a v o r ­
a b le  though t o f  i t ;  some peop le  w il l  g e t e s ta t s  by i t  (VIZ) th e  C lergy
s e c re ta ry  C lerks and a l l  p u b lick  o f f ic e r s ;  and th o se  and on ly  th o se
226a re  th e  peop le  th a t  th e  Country must la b o r  f o r ,  I  hope providence 
w il l  s tan d  th e  C ountrys f r ie n d  and o rd e r a l l  th in g s  f o r  th e  b e s t;  you 
w il l  f in d  b u t A s h o r t  Crop come home to  you; and a much s h o r te r  now 
on th e  ground; th e r e  cannot bee -§- A Crop made t h i s  y ear th e  season 
being  so dry ; and p la n ts  so much w asting ; I  th in k  wee have no need 
o f A Law; God alm igh t seems n o t to  b le s s  our endeavors, and Tob: 
w i l l  bee s c a rc e  enough w ithou t a l l  t h i s  bu rn ing  and u n e a s in e s s ;—
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and I  "beleive you w i l l  no t f in d  your sh ip s  under your f a v o r i te  Law 
to  have more d isp a tc h  and c o s t you le s s  than  u s u a ll
Mr F itchw m s^^
S i r
This ju s t  comes to  ask  you how you do; & as I  have allw ays p ro fesd  
A f r ie n d s h ip  f o r  you; could  n o t fo rh e a r  g iv in g  you th e  tro u b le  of A 
l in e ;  and i f  i t  bee my fo rtu n e  n ever to  see you more, s h a l l  a llw ays 
ta k e  th e  g r e a te s t  p le a su re  in  h ea rin g  o f your h e a lth  & p ro sp e r ity ;  as 
f o r  news h ere  th e re  i s  L i t t l e  b u t what th e  l a t e  assembly a f fo rd s  th e  
jo m a ls  se n t home w il l  f u l l y  inform  you o f th a t ;  Mr Jno Randolph comes 
home th e  Country agen t th e  assem bly have given him two thousand two 
hundred pounds as A rew ard to  p re se n t A m em oriall to  th e  p a r lia m t, a 
p e tio n  to  th e  King and A L e t te r  to  th e  Lords o f th e  tre a su ry ;  in  o rd e r  
to  re d re s s  th e  g rev ian ce  th e  Country ly e s  under; and th e  h ard sh ip s  th e  
M erchts impose on th e  p la n te r s  &c: you w il l  f u l l y  inform d o f i t  when 
Mr Randolph comes home fo r  my p a r t  I  do no t w ell understand  th e  p ro je c t ;  
so can pass  no judgmt on i t  The Tob: Law comes home emended as some 
dream; b u t I  th in k  i t  mends l i k e  so u r a le  in  summer, a t  l e a s t  th e  
amendmts ( i f  any) i s  n o t worth th e  s e v e ra l l  thousand pounds i t  has 
c o s t ,  by A te d io u s  ch argeab le  assem bly convend on th a t  purpose; and 
i f  our su p e rio rs  should  th in k  f i t  to  con tin u e  i t  must bee s a tis fy d ;  
tho  A g re a t  p a r t  o f  th e  Country a re  very  uneasy; I  hope you w il l  p a r ­
don t h i s  tro u b le  and b e le iv e  t h a t  I  am s in c e re ly  Yors s in c e re  f r ie n d  
and most obed ien t s e rv t  JC
—Dunbar goes v ig o ro u s ly  on w ith  h is  b i l l  in  Cancery; bu t I  
b e le iv e  i t  w i l l  no t bee ended so soon as he im agins My Lawers a ssu re
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me he never can reco v e r one f a r th in g  I  my s e l f  am s a t i s f y d  n e i th e r  
he o r h is  Lawers know very  l i t t l e  o f  th e  m a tte r; and i f  h is  h i l l  were 
t r u th  he m ight in ju r e  me; h u t th e r e  i s  sc a rc e  A word o f  t r u th  in  i t  Mr 
Randolph w i l l  have th e  h e s t  help  and ad v ise  he can g e t when he comes 
home
Mr P erry  cca . July^ 1?32
This comes hy Capt C ant, w ith  20 hds: stemd Toh: an an in v o ic e  o f what
goods I  can a t  p re se n t th in k  I  s h a l l  want; I  have w r i t  you very  f u l ly
hy B uckler which I  hope you w i l l  re c e iv e  b e fo re  t h i s  can a r r iv e ,  B uckler
228has 9 hds: to  you o f  L eaf; and Capt Roht T a lo r  one stemd; I  am
deeply  engaged in  th e  s u i t  between Dunbar & m yself; and my Lawers t e l l
me th ey  n ev er can reco v e r a f a r th in g  o f me—They make very  su re  o f  th e
cause, h u t I  am s a t i s f y d  th ey  a re  very  ig n o ra n t o f  th e  t r u th  o f th e
229Case Mr Jno Randolph i s  one o f my Lawers, and comes home; w il l  g e t
th e  h e s t  a d v ise  and a s s is ta n c e  can hee had in  England; I  most e a rn e s tly
e n tr e a t  you to ~ a s s is f  him what-you can -in  t h i s  troublesom e a f f a i r ;
and make him f u l ly  s e n s ib le  hy your hooks what monys C o ll Byrd has p a id
230in  d isc h a rg e in g  C oll Parkes deb t & L egacies; lik e w ise  how W hitchurch v 
was so ld  to  Whom & f o r  what—and f u l l y  inform  him o f  every th in g  you 
know r e la te in g  to  i t ;  and a l l  m a tte rs  r e la te in g  to  C o ll Park§ th a t  
I  may make th e  h e s t  defence I  can and fu rn is h  Mr Randolph w ith  what 
n ecessa ry  mony he s h a l l  want f o r  my se rv ic e  in  th a t  a f f a i r ;  and i f  
Mr Randolph & you should  have any m isunderstand ing ; (a s  I  hope you w i l l  
no t) in  o th e r  a f f a i r s ,  good S i r  l e t  i t  n o t in  th e  L east he any impedimt 
to  my im p o rtan t a f f a i r ;  and what k in d  s e rv ic e s  you can do me in  i t ;
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s h a l l  bee e te r n a l ly  g r a te f u l ly  acknowledge!, as th e  most s u p e r la t iv e  
p e ice  o f f r ie n d s h ip —
Mr Randolph i s  my very  good f r ie n d  and v e r i ly  b e le iv e  he w i l l  do 
h is  utm ost f o r  me—
Jno Randolph 7br 5* 1732
Dear S i r :
May t h i s  f in d  you s a fe  a r r iv e d  a t  your d e s ire d  p o r t and in  h e a lth  
A th le tic k ; I  could n o t l e t  th e  sh ip s  a l l  go home w ithout s c r ib l in g  to  
you, th e  on ly  way I  have a t  p re se n t to  express my a f f e c t io n a te  r e s ­
p e c ts ;  I  have b in  l a t e l y  over a l l  yor p la n ta t io n s  t h i s  s id e  york R iv er; 
and gave th e  n e e d fu ll  d i r e c t io n s ;  th e  r a in s  has much in ju rd  your Tob: 
by makeing i t  come in to  house to  soon; b u t i t  could  n o t bee avoyded 
i t  f i r e d  so much, i t  i s  a llm o st every bo d y 's  case; bu t hope you w i l l  
make a to le r a b le  crop s t i l l ;  i f  no o th e r  acc id en t happens; I  s h a l l  
f a i t h f u l l y  ta k e  a l l  th e  c a re  I  can o f  your concerns in  my reach ; b u t 
have something to  do to  p re se rv e  your Com a t" th e  C olledge lan d in g  
th e  fen ce  being  so bad, I  have g iven  th e  N igros e f f e c tu a l l  o rd e rs , 
to  keep o u t th o se  fo re fo o te d  p y ra ts  who must dy u n le ss  th ey  reform  
I  have g o t what help  I  cou ld  and am d ig in g  your ri l l e g i b l e  word-] tho 
t i s  a very  busy tim e; b u t u n le ss  i t  be done o u t o f  hand i t  w i l l  no t 
co n v en ien tly  be done t h i s  w in te r ,
I  hope when I  h ea r from you to  have some com fortab le  news about
231my s u i t ;  and th a t  you w i l l  answer th e  g re a t Mr Hopkins most d re a d fu l 
b i l l ;  he has pawnd h is  s a lv a tio n  th a t  he w il l  g e t th e  co u rse , and 
says I  have no r ig h t  to  any th in g  o f C o ll P arkes, i f  Dunbar was no t
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in  th e  way because I  have no t by a c t  of Assembly C alld  my Son by th e  
name o f Parke he i s  C h ris ten d  Parke which I  hope w il l  doe; he l i k e ­
w ise says t h a t  what C oll Byrd has p a id ; cannot bee s a id  to  bee pa id  by 
me; and I  s h a l l  no t bee allow d one f a r th in g  o f i t ;  th e  Lands he says 
th a t  were th e  L a te  C o ll Parkes own purchase a re  ly a b le ; because th e  
w i l l  says th e  Debts must bee p a id  ou t of my e s ta te s  in  Hampshire and 
V irga: which word e s ta te  in c lu d e s  a l l  he dyed possessd  o f; th o se  qurys 
I  t r u s t  you w il l  f u l l y  bee re so lv e d  in  s h a l l  Leave a l l  to  your p rudent 
managemt; a ssu re in g  m yself th a t  you w il l  do your utm ost f o r  me; b u t 
i f  you meet w ith  Dunbar; and can make th e  m a tte r  up so secu re  th a t  I  
s h a l l  never have f a r th e r  tro u b le  I  w i l l  go as f a r  as £500: r a th e r  than  
tak e  A Voyage to  England which I  cannot see  how I  can avoyd l e t  i t  go 
how i t  w i l l  here ; yor fam ily  i s  a l l  w e ll; s h a l l  no t tro u b le  you f a r th e r  
a t  p re se n t only  must and w il l  a s su re  you th a t  I  am Yor most f a i th f u l  
f r ie n d  and most o bed ien t S e rv t JC '
Loyd 1732
S ir
Yors o f June th e  10 I  Reed w ith  account o f s a le s  of 12 hd o f Tobacco;
I  must t e l l  you th a t  I  never had such a  scandalous account from any 
body in  my whole l i f e ;  in  yo rs  o f Nov: 31s You to ld  me you had reed  
th a t  Tob: th a t  i t  was good; I  am very  su re  th e  bundle was as good as 
ever was made i t  being  .my own home Crop and th e  stemd was no t bad; 
you th en  lik e w ise  t e l l  me th a t  th e  7t  & 8-§- were th e  then  p r ic e s  fo r  
l e a f  & s t r i p t ;  and th a t  you choose r a th e r  to  keep mine than  s e l l  f o r  
such p r ic e s ;  b u t to  my s u rp r is e  you have so ld  th a t  Tob: fo r  l e s s ;  
th e re  i s  b u t one hd a t  8|-, some o f  th e  stemd a t  7d:-^ and no t w ith -
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s ta n d in g  you s a id  th e  Leaf was so good you so ld  some o f i t  f o r  7:<i and
none much h ig h e r; which I  wonder you could  say you hoped would co n ten t
me; you say I  hope I  w il l  send you A good q u a n ti ty  t h i s  y ea r; indeed
I  have f in e  encouragemt; I  have no t s e n t much; h u t were i t  to  do again
I  should  th in k  i t  A g re a t  d ea l to  much; f o r  th e  p r ic e s  you a re  p leasd
to  g ive  me w i l l  no t h ear th e  Charge o f makeing i t ;  and had I  s e n t i t
to  any p a r t  o f  G reat B r i t t a in  i t  could  n o t have done worse—
232I  th in k  yor account i s  very  e x tra o rd in a ry  you charge me 12d
p r  hd average; f o r  which I  see no reaso n ; again  I  f in d  some dammage
which I  see  I  pay no custom fo r ;  h u t I  ought to  have c r e d i t  and th e  
sh ip  should make i t  good; h u t th a t  i s  our f a t e  when we consign  our 
Tohs to  th e  owners of th e  sh ip ; i t  i s  designd  a p e ic e  o f s e rv ic e ;  hu t 
proves our Loss; you w il l  f in d  a s h o r t Crop come home t h i s  y ea r , 
and in  a l l  p r o h ih l i ty  a much s h o r te r  n ex t year; M aryland w i l l  make 
h u t a very  l i t t l e ;  and th e  f i r s t  p a r t  of th e  year was so ex cessiv e  
dry  th a t  few go t in  t h e i r  Crops; and t h i s  l a t t e r  p a r t  has proved so 
wet t h a t  th e  Toh: f i r e d  away b e fo re  i t  was h a l f  r ip e ;  a l l  which
233th in g s  p u t to g e th e r  I  must h e le iv e  i t  w i l l  hee in  you Gentlemen 
in  th e  tr a d e s  power very  much to  r a i s e  th e  p r ic e  o f Tobacco u n le s s  you
do no t d e s ir e  i t ;  should ever hee a p r ic e  ag a in —
enclosed  i s  A copy o f my in v o ic e  se n t hy Ludlow only  o n ly  some 
few th in g s  added
Mr P e rry  1732
S ir
I  have w r i t t  f u l l y  hy o th e r  o p p o r tu n ity s ; h u t t h i s  i s  a b u s in e ss  o f 
th e  g r e a te s t  Concern (VIZ) concern ing  my Law suit w ith  Dunbar; you w il l
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f in d  A packet d ir e c te d  to  Mr H igs, w ith  papers o f g re a t Concern,
which I  "beg you w il l  c a r e fu l ly  and sp e e d ily  d e l iv e r  to  him o r  send them
by A s a fe  hand; and p le a se  to  fu rn is h  him w ith  what n e e d fu ll mony he
s h a l l  have occasion  o f f o r  my use; Mr Randolph i s  my Lawer a g a in s t
Dunbar; b u t d e s ir e  you w il l  no t g ive him th e  L east h in t  o f  t h i s  a f f a i r
234w ith  Mr H igs; i t  i s  o f  an o th e r n a tu re ; ^ and Mr Randolph m  th a t  i s
a g a in s t  me; th e r e fo re  I  d e s ir e  he may know no th ing  o f th e  M atter; Mr
235H igs w i l l  g iv e  you a p ack et in  answer to  what I  d e s ir e  o f him
when he does send i t  me by th e  very  f i r s t  s a fe  o p p o rtu n ity ; & w ith
a l l  th e  secrecy  im aginab le; I  am invo lved  in  abundance o f tro u b le ;
I  p ray  God send me w ell ou t o f i t ; —
I  have drawn b i l l s ^ ^  on you fo r  £300: £100 to  Mr ri l l e g i b l e !
237W hiteing and 200 to  D octor B la ir  ^ which p le a se  to  honor, you w ill  
f in d  a s h o rt Crop o f Tob: comes home; I  b e le iv e  in  a l l  p ro b a b i l i ty  a 
much s h o r te r  t h i s  n ex t y e a r - - f o r  i t  has b in  th e  most unseasonable one 
th a t  ever was known; th e  f o r e .p a r t  o f th e  year was so excessive  dry  
and p la n ts  so sc a rc e  th a t  few g o t in  t h e i r  whole Crops; and most o f 
i t  very  l a t e ;  and th e  L a t te r  p a r t  o f th e  year so excessive  wet; th a t  
th e  Tob: M oulters and f i r e s  a  way b e fo re  i t  i s  h a lf  r ip e ;  Maryland 
makes l i t t l e  o r none; a l l  th o se  th in g s  pu t to g e th e r  I  th in k  Tob: must 
r i s e ;  I  s h a l l  n o t tro u b le  you more a t  p re se n t save my b e s t r e s p e c ts  
I  am—
Mr Randolph 8br 4:1732
S ir
I  w r i t t  to  you by th e  M icajah & P h i l ip ;  t h i s  be ing  th e  l a s t  o p p o rtu n ity  
t h a t  I  know o f by which I  can pay my re s p e c t  to  you, your p la n ta t io n
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b u sin ess  goes on to le ra b ly  w ell; on ly  some o f yor N igros and p a r t i ­
c u la r ly  Simon a t  Chicohominy has b in  a l i t t l e  s u lle n  and run away 
having a n o tio n  he had no m aster; b u t upon com plaint o f  th e  over­
s e e r ,  I  went im m ediately up; and undeceived him to  h is  c o s t;  and s in c e  
every body i s  a t  p re se n t;  in  good o rd e r , a t  th e  o v erseers  have made 
a  beg inn ing  to  s t r i p  Tob: some o f i t  i s  much s p o tte d  bu t w ell q u a lify d  
every o th e r  way: how i t  w il l  s e t  on th e  in sp e c to rs  stom achs, I  cannot
poo
say bu t i f  th ey  w i l l  no t pas sp o tte d  Tob: th ey  must burn h a lf  in  
th e  Coloney; Mrs Randolph I  suppose w il l  w r ite  to  you by t h i s  oppor­
tu n i ty  and w i l l  g ive  you a p a r t i c u la r  account o f your immediate domes- 
t i c k  a f f a i r s ;  she has b in  s ic k  b u t i s  to le r a b ly  w ell as to  h e a lth  
a t  p re se n t;  wee a re  n o t makeing a l l  th e  fo rc e  wee can to  c a rry  on 
your b u ild in g , having met w ith  some unavoydable d isap p o in tm ts; wee 
f l a t t e r  o u rse lv es  here  w ith  a m ighty p r ic e  f o r  our Tob: wish th e  
M erchts may do t h e i r  p a r ts  no t to  dampt our buding e x p e c ta tio n s ;—
I hope e re  y o u -rece iv e  t h i s  t h a t  you w i l l  know what th e  Lawers . 
th in k  o f my cause; which Mr Hopkins has proposed abundance o f people  
wiU go a g a in s t  me; I  th in k  th e  g r e a te s t  th in g  th a t  w ill  in ju r e  me i s  
makeing th e  Lands ly a b le ;  I  askd Mr Holloway about th a t  p a r t ic u la r ;  
and he seems to  th in k  th e  w il l  bee Lyable by th e  words o f th e  w il l ;  
say ing  th a t  he th a t  w il l  claim  an e s ta te  by A w il l ;  must bee su b je c t 
to  a l l  th e  h ard sh ip s  o f th a t  w i l l ;  though he owns your reaso n s  o f i t s  
being e n ta i ld  i s  A good argumnt t h a t  th e  t e s t a t o r  never designed  i t ; — 
Mr Hopkins has agreed to  s ta y  fo r  my answer t i l l  nex t A p r ill  b u t 
says he w il l  s ta y  no lo n g er; L e t th e  c o u rt impose what f in e  she p le a se s  
on me I  w ill  no t have i t  t ry d  t i l l  you come back; which I  pray  God
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may be s a f e  and as  soon as p o s s ib le  i t  w ill  s u i t  you conveniency;
239
& may heaven g iv e  you success  in  a l l  your u n d ertak e in g s; and send 
you soon to  us; i s  th e  s in c e re  d e s ir e  o f—
Mr Cary 1733
S ir
1 re ed  yor s e v e ra l l  L e t te r s  w ith  my goods most o f th e  iro n  work was
good in  i t s  k ind  b u t b u t ea ten  out w ith  r u s t  e s p e c ia lly  th e  lo ck s ,
2402 doz C halk t l i n s  e n t i r e ly  so r o t te n  th a t  th ey  would f a l l  to  p e ice s  
a l l  most w ith  to u ch in g  them, I  never knew th a t  Ironm ongers so ld  
th in g s  o f  th a t  n a tu re ; n e i th e r  i s  i t  p roper to  pack any th in g  w ith  iro n  
because i t  w i l l  s u re ly  r o t ;  you very  much m istook me in  th e  fen d er 
when in s te a d  o f haveing i t  r i s e  a fo o t you have se n t i t  a fo o t a t
th e  ends; which i s  f i t  fo r  n o th in g  b u t o ld  iro n  and i s  o f no manner o f
use b e s id e s  and charged very  d ear and good f o r  no th ing  you have Charged
me f o r  2 shammy s k in s , and a p a i r  s to c k in s  tw ice , th e  s to k in s  8sh th e
sk in s  3sh: 6d you have charge me w ith  them in  my in v o ic e  by B uck ler,
and a g a in  in  an o th e r in v o ice  by Capt Randolph, which m istake I  hope
241you w i l l  r e c t i f y ;  I  s e n t to  you f o r  20 E lls  of h o llan d  a t  5sh p r 
ELI; in s te a d  o f which you have 28|- E lls  a t  6sh Jdi  and very  poor s tu f f  
I  have some from Mr P erry  a t  5sh p r  E ll f a r  b e t t e r  I t s  s tran g e  your 
tradesm en have th e  impudence to  impose on any one a t  such A r a t e  they  
ought to  fo llo w  o rd e rs ; and n o t send t h e i r  t r a s h  ou t of t h e i r  own• 
head, I  b e le iv e  th ey  th in k  mony grows hear on th e  to p s  o f t r e e s ,  or 
e ls e  t h a t  wee a re  such s o t t s  and Cant d is t in g u is h  th e  lin n en  was no t 
fo r  my s e l f  and th e  person I  s e n t fo r  i t ,  w i l l  n o t have i t  bu t tu rn s
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i t  on my hands i t  b e ing  n o t good and C ontrary  to  o rd e rs , I  have o f fe rd  
i t  a t  f i r s t  Cost b u t cannot g e t i t  o f ; so th e  lo s s  must bee my own,
I  hope I  s h a l l  have no more such usage
Mr Loyd 1733
I  reed  th re e  L e t te r s  from you t h i s  y ea r and observe th e  C on ten ts,
e s p e c ia lly  th a t  o f  O cti 31 w erein you seemd concem d (& I  th in k  you had
no t a  l i t t l e  reason) a t  th e  f a l s e  m a litio u s  r e p o r t ;  o f your being very
a c t iv e  in  th o se  a c ts  o f  p a r lia m t; th a t  was so h ig h ly  re se n te d  here ; I
c a r r ie d  your L e t te r  in  my pocket t i l l  I  a llm o st wore i t  ou t; and took
a l l  o p p o rtu n ity s  to  show i t  to  everybody a t  Courts and o th e r  p u b lick
p laces ; and as  I  th in k  you .very  in n o cen t; so I  v e re ly  b e le iv e  every
body e ls e  a re  o f th e  same op in io n ; I  b e le iv e  th o se  th a t  f i r s t  sp read
i t ;  were f a r  from b e in g  your f r ie n d s ;  bu t t h e i r  powder was to  weak to
2hfZdo any execu tion ; I  re e d  my s a l t  by th e  J u lia n a ;  b u t su re  th e  b ru te
th a t  commands her was suck led  by A Tyger, o r  some she D e v i l l—f o r  he
i s  c e r ta in ly  one o f  th e  most i l l  c o n tr iv e d  c re a tu re s  th a t  ever l iv e d
he would d e l iv e r  none o f h is  goods when a t  York t i l l  he came to  h is
moreings on Pomonky R iv er; a l l  th e  b o a ts  were h ire d  to  go on board
2^3him; in  p a r t ic u la r  Mr Ambler h ire d  a  boat and se n t aboard  th a t  
bear and begd to  have h is  goods; b u t he s u r l i l y  re fu sd  him and Carryd 
a l l  up th e  R iver; which p u t every  body in  th e se  p a r ts  to  a  g re a t  i l l  
conveniencey; b u t th a t  honest good n a tu red  T ar; Ludlow; se n t h is  b o a t 
on purpose and brought every bodys goods down th a t  C o l l is  would vouch­
s a fe  to  d e l iv e r ;  f o r  which good n a tu rd  Ludlow was no lo o se r ; f o r  every 
body w i l l  rem eber such a k ind  v o lu n ta ry  o f f e r  and h e lp t  him in  h is  
load ing ; I  im m ediately gave him an o rd er f o r  10 hd: in  f in e  Ludlow
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has more humanity and good n a tu re  in  him; th an  a l l  th e  M asters th a t  
comes from your p o r t;  b u t C o ll is  i s  an o r ig in a l l ;  he may pray  God 
t h a t  he never comes h e re  in  f r e ig h t ;  I  am s o rry  to  hear th a t  your 
m arket i s  so d u l l ;  and th a t  th e  rumor o f th e  ex c ise  should  make such 
abusso re  I  do no t un d erstan d  i t  so can say l i t t l e  to  i t ;  b u t I  am 
su re  th e re  never was a f a i r e r  view f o r  Tobacco r is e in g  than  l a s t  year 
and t h i s  p re se n t;  crops being  so sh o r t;  as you w il l  f in d  by th e  r e tu rn  
o f  th e  sh ip s  now in  th e  Country; Tob: i s  very  h igh here ; and would 
have b in  h ig h er had n o t th e  f r i g h t f u l l  ex c ise  reachd  us; you t e l l  me 
you have 5 o f  my hds y e t unsold  should  have b in  g lad  i f  you had 
s ig n ify d  how they  f a re d  th a t  were so ld ; I  had g re a t  tem p ta tio n s  to  s e l l  
in  th e  Country; b u t hope I  s h a l l  n o t bee A Looser by th e  r e f u s a l l ;  
indeed had no t I  p assd  my word to  s e v e ra l l  M asters f o r  my Tob: b e le iv e  
I  should  have taken  25sh p r  Ct S t e r l  as  I  was once o f fe rd , some people 
have a n o tio n  th a t  th e .M erch ts  w i l l  bee in  so i l l  an humor about th e  
ex c ise  th a t  th ey  w i l l  g iv e  very  l i t t l e  f o r  our Tobac: we send t h i s  
y e a r  by -way o f revenge; b u t I  cannot have so i l l  an op in ion  o f y o u - 
& i f  you were even so bad as A c e r ta in  g re a t  man says you a re ; —
You w il l  f in d  10 hd o f Tob: in  Ludlow consignd to  you; do no t doubt 
your c a re  f o r  my i n t e r e s t  in  th e  s a le  o f them lik e w ise  an in v o ice  o f 
what goods I  a t  p re se n t can th in k  o f ;  th e  sane you sen t l a s t  year was 
o f  very  good tw ine; d e s ir e  t h i s  now sen t f o r  may bee o f th e  same; 
b u t b e t t e r  corked; th e  corks were so th in  and r o t te n  th a t  they  a l l  
came o f; and th e  ro p es so bad th a t  I  was fo rced  to  buy new ropes o f 
Mr Chamberlain; p ray  ta k e  p a r t i c u la r  Care th a t  t h i s  bee b e t te r ;  and
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exact acco rd in g  to  th e  dim ensions th e  l a s t  was no th ing  l i k e  o r  o rd e r— 
you se n t me some h o rse  C o lle rs  two y ea rs  ago th a t  were so l i t t l e  th a t  
th e  Choaked th e  h o rses ; pray  l e t  th o se  sen t f o r  "bee la r g e r  and b e t t e r ,  
you know what h o rses  wee have very  w e ll—
P erry  1733
Gentlemen
I have re e d  no th in g  from you s in c e  by Cant w ith  my goods—s e v e ra l l
o f  which a re  charge s u rp r iz in g  d ea r; I  w ill  in s ta n c e  one p a r t i c u la r
i t  i s  a  p e ic e  o f gorgoroon boot o f A tkins & Windam charged as you w i l l
244see  by th e  w ith in  n o te ; £5: I6 sh : Mr Hacker in  t h i s  Town s e l l s  ju s t
such o r  r a t h e r  b e t t e r  as  many yds; p r ic e  as cheap; f o r  c u r t  mony o f
t h i s  couniiy; and has n ea r le n t  p r  c t  l / 6  on h is  goods as  I  am charged
s te r l in g  f o r  my read y  mony; which i s  A burn ing  shame; Mr W illson:
245Cary has a  b e t t e r  p r ic e  from one Boden f o r  £3 S te r :  and i f  you 
w i l l  p le a s e  to  g iv e  me leav e  w i l l  inform  you th a t  you have a g e n e ra ll  
c h a ra c te r  h e re  o f  buying goods th e  d e a re s t  o f  any M erct in  England I  
must b e le iv e  i t  i s  a  r a s c a l ly  im p o sitio n  o f yor tradesm en and th a t  
A tkins &c has th e  c h a ra c te r  o f  A sh arp in g  fe llo w ; Mr Jno B la i r  I  
b e le iv e  w i l l  com plain o f him f o r  I  am he has a g re a t  d ea l o f  reason  
having chargd  him £6: f o r  such an o th e r p e ic e  on ly  c a l ld  i t  by an o th e r 
name VIZ—padosway; b u t wee compared mine w ith  h is  and th ey  a re  exactly 
th e  same; i f  goods can bee bought h e re  f o r  our mony as  cheap and a 
la rg e  p r  c t  on them as  cheap as wee a re  charge f o r  s t e r :  a t  f u l l  
c o s t i t  i s  a  f o l l y  to  tro u b le  th e  M erchts: to  buy goods; I  could  wish 
you would examine in to  t h i s  m a tte r  and I  th in k  i t  w i l l  bee as  much f o r  
yor. c r e d i t  and i n t e r e s t  as f o r  o u rs : —
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I  understand  th e  Excise i s  damnd; to  th e  g re a t  joy  o f th e  
M ajority  o f  th e  n a tio n ; some h ere  were very  fond o f i t  and seemd s o rry  
fo r  i t s  m isc a rr iag e ; "but f o r  my p a r t ,  my weak understand ing  could 
never g iv e  me th e  l e a s t  fa v o ra b le  thought o f i t ;  and ami h e a r t i ly  
g lad  i t  i s  knockd in  th e  head; I  b e le iv e  i t  has much d is tu rb d  you in  
your b u s in e ss , because you have om itted  sending in  accounts c u r t  t h i s  
year which I  never knew you f a i l  o f b e fo re ; in  yours by Cant you 
inform d me you had so ld  a l l  my Tob: a t  9d§- bu t have never y e t reed  
th e  account; I  hope what s e n t t h i s  year w il l  come to  a  good market 
th e  crop being  some thousands hds s h o r te r  than  l a s t  year; so th a t  I  
should th in k  i t  in  your powers to  g iv e  us A good p r ic e ;  S i r  Jno Randolph 
i s  a rrv d ; and t e l l s  me he saw my m o rta ll  enemy Dunbar, who i s  so p u ffd  
up; w ith  th e  c e r ta in ty  o f g e t t in g  a l l  h is  demands th a t  he makes A 
j e s t  o f any to le r a b le  com position; bu t S i r  Jno Assures me in  h is  
op in ion; he w il l  bee e g reg io u sly  d isap p o in ted ; my whole dependance i s  
on providence who I  hope w il l  n o t s u f f e r  so much in ju s t i c e  done to  A 
Law full Is su e ; i t  has b in ; and i s  th e  g r e a te s t  v ex a tio n  to  me; th a t  
ever happend e s p e c ia l ly  when I  c o n s id e r  th a t  I  have spen t th e  b e s t  
p a r t  o f  my l i f e  in  f a t ig u e  & tro u b le  have to  en rich  a k en n e ll o f whores 
and b a s ta rd s , and I  w ish th a t  base  w retch th e  Author, has n o t d e a r ly
p a id  f o r  h is  u n n a tu ra ll  and u n c h r is t ia n  l ik e  u sag e ;—
247 248I  f in d  C oll Lee & L ig h tfo o t a re  our new C o u n ce llo rs—am
so rry  you could  n o t suceed in  b e h a lf  o f Mr B la i r  who w ithou t le sse n in g
any gentlem ans c h a ra c te r  d ese rv es  th a t  s e a t  as  r ic h ly  as any man in
th i s  colony; and must th in k  you had no t ex tra o rd in a ry  k ind  usage in
th e  a f f a i r  o f Mr B urw ell—
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249 250I  have se n t you B i l l s  o f  Exch Amount: pounds and Toh:
by t h i s  sh ip  do no t dou t your f r ie n d ly  endeavors fo r  my i n t e r e s t  in
251th e  d isp o s sa l  of them; ^ l ik e w ise  an in v o ic e  o f What goods I  can a t  
p re se n t th in k  I  s h a l l  want—
My Son t e l l s  me he i s  in  your d eb t £13: 12sh 4d: which charge me 
w ith , and g iv e  h is  account Cr he would have w r it  bu t has n o t b in  in  
town some tim e; he was in  A f a i r  way o f  b e in g  M arried and going from 
me; bu t th e  Lady d id  n o t use him very  handsomely; and th e  match i s  f o r ­
ever broke o f; which causes h is  con tinuance w ith  me whenever he le a v e s  
me dare  say he w i l l  tro u b le  you w ith  h is  b u s in e ss
Cary 1733
S ir
I  make no doubt b u t you have h eard  o f th a t  troublesom e law s u i t  I
have had some y ea rs ; which i s  now come a llm o s t to  A h earin g  between
252one Dunbar o f A ntigo, who marryd a  by blow v o f C oll Parkes whose 
fam ily  I  u n fo r tu n a te ly  m arried  in to ;  and by my F a th e r  in  Laws unnaturall-. 
w i l l ,  he gave h is  whole e s ta te  in  .the^Leeward Is la n d s  in  va lu e  £30000\ 
to  t h a t  b a s ta rd  o f h i s ,  and gave h is  V irga e s ta te  to  h is  Law full 
c h ild re n  one o f which was my w ife ; and in  h is  w i l l  says my Wife must 
pay h is  d eb ts ; I  have p a id  a l l  h is  d eb ts  in  England & V irga amounting 
to  n ea r £10000: which was s e v e ra l l  thousand pounds more than  th a t  
e s ta te  i s  worth; now Dunbar th in k s  by th e  w i l l  I  am bound to  pay h is  
d eb ts  in  th e  Leward I s la n d s ,  amounting to  400 o r l i k e  I  th in k  I  am 
n o t and th a t  i s  th e  p re se n t d isp u te ;  I  have p a id  s e v e ra l l  thousand 
pounds more than  I  ever had o f h is  e s ta te  a l l re a d y ;  and i t  i s  very  hard
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and c r u e l l  f o r  me to  pay th e  I s la n d s  d eb ts  when h is  b ase  I s s u e  has 
a l l  th a t  e s ta te ;  Mr Montague I  b e le iv e  can t e l l  you th e  whole s to ry ; 
which cannot bee co n ta in d  in  th e  compass o f A L e t te r ;  th e re  w il l  bee 
an appeal f o r  Ehgland L e t th e  cause go how i t  w i l l  h e re ; I  cannot say 
w h ite r  I  s h a l l  come w ith  i t  my s e l f ;  i f  n o t s h a l l  e n t ru s t  th e  whole 
managemt o f th a t  w eighty a f f a i r  to  your s e l f  & Mr P e rry  whose d e lig en ce  
and f i d e l i t y  I  make no q u es tio n  o f; a t  p re se n t I  on ly  d e s ir e  you to  
r e t a in  Mr Sharp as  A S o l l i c i t o r  f o r  me a g a in s t  Dunbar and o th e rs ; 
t h a t  Gentleman has a  very  g re a t  c h a ra c te r  h e re ; d e s ir e  you w il l  s ig n ify  
to  me th e  r e c e ip t  o f  t h i s ,  and what you have done in  i t  which w i l l— 
i n f i n i t e l y  o b lig e  Yors
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NOTES FOR THE LETTER BOOK
1. M icajah P e rry , a  le a d in g  London merchant.' See Appendix I I .
2. Hole in  Ms.
3. Hole in  Ms.
k.  Hole in  Ms.
5. Ms. "blotted.
6. Hole in  Ms.
7. A hogshead i s  a  wooden cask  in  which tohacco and o th e r  commod­
i t i e s  were packed and sh ipped . In  th e  1730s a hogshead o f  tobacco 
weighed about 800 lb .  , b u t by m idcentury  i t  might weigh 1100 to  1^00 lb .  
Ralph D avis, The R ise o f  th e  E hg lish  Shipping In d u s try  in  th e  S eventeenth  
and E igh teen th  C en tu rie s  (London, 1962).
8 . Ms. b lo t te d .
9. C o n stan tin e  C ant, m aster and owner o f th e  B urw ell, P u b lic  
Record O f f ic e ,  C o lon ia l O ffic e , V irg in ia  Shipping R eturns, York R iv er, 
5 / l ^ 2 .  M icrofilm , V irg in ia  C o lo n ia l Records P ro je c t ,  C o lo n ia l W illiam s­
burg F oundation , Research a rc h iv e s .
10. Hole in  Ms.
11. C u s tis  sometimes used £  to  in d ic a te  l b .
12. P h i l ip  L ig h tfo o t,  a t to rn e y  and w ealthy m erchant. See 
Appendix I I .
13. Ms. b lo t te d .
14. EJige o f Ms. to m .
15* Ms. b lo t te d .
16. Edge o f Ms. to m .
17. Dunbar P arke, fo rm erly  Thomas Dunbar. See Appendix I I .
18. D an ie l Parke I I ,  C u s t i s 's  f a th e r - in - la w . See Appendix I I .  
C u s tis  a lso  r e f e r s  to  him as th e  G eneral.
19. F rances (Parke) C u s tis  (1686-1715)> e ld e r  daughter o f  D aniel 
Parke I I  and Jane Ludw ell. She m arried  John C u s tis  IV on May k t 1706.
See C u s tis  b io g ra p h ic a l sk e tc h .
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20. The h i l l  was passed  November 1711. Waverly K. W infree, 
comp., The Laws o f V irg in ia : B eing a  Supplement to  H ening 's The 
S ta tu te s  a t  L arge, 1700-1750 (Richmond, V a ., 1 9 7 lJ .
21. White Church i s  a  v i l l a g e  in  H am pshire,' 58 m ile s 'fro m  London, 
n ear which D aniel Parke I I  owned an e s ta te .  A c tu a lly  W illiam  Byrd I I  
so ld  th e  e s ta te  and p a id  th e  d e b ts  m entioned h e re . See n . 2b  below._
22. D aniel Parke I ,  s e c re ta ry  o f s t a t e  f o r  V irg in ia  and p la n te r ,  
was F rances (Parke) C u s t is 1s g ra n d fa th e r . See Appendix I I .
2 3 . Lucy (Parke) Byrd (1688-1716), younger daugh ter o f  D aniel 
Parke I  and Jane Ludw ell. She m arried  W illiam  Byrd I I  on May 1706.
2b.  The a r t i c l e s  o f agreem ent between C u s tis  and Byrd were pub­
l is h e d , " L e tte rs  o f th e  Byrd F am ily ,"  VMHB, XXXV (O ct. 1927), 377-379.
See th e  C u s tis  b io g ra p h ic a l sk e tc h  f o r  d e t a i l s  on th e  arrangem ent 
between th e  C u s tise s  and Byrd.
25. Ms. b lo t te d .
26. E a r l ie r  law s u i t s  r e l a t i n g  to  th e  Parke e s ta te  in v o lv in g  
C u stis  in c lu d e  an a c tio n  by P e rry  and Lane in  Chancery to  reco v e r d eb ts  
Parke owed them and an o th e r in  V irg in ia  by James T aylor and Sarah (B urley) 
Taylor a g a in s t  C u s tis  to  re c o v e r  money from th e  Parke e s ta te .  P u b lic
Record O ffic e , photocopy in  th e  V irg in ia  H is to r ic a l  S o c ie ty , and a Nov.
30, 171^, r e c e ip t  f o r  payment by C u s tis  to  th e  T ay lo rs , in  th e  C u s tis  
Fajnily P apers, Va. H is t .  Soc.
27. Ms. b lo t te d .
28. C aesar Rodney, Dunbar P a rk e 's  a t to rn e y , appoin ted  by P a rk e 's  
w i l l  a guard ian  o f  Lucy C h este r , and a p p a re n tly  an acquain tance o f 
C u s tis . Douglas S o u th a ll Freeman, George W ashington: A B iography, I I  
(New York, 19^8), 288.
29. Edge o f  Ms. to m .
30. Edge o f Ms. to m .
31. C a th erin e  C hester o f  A ntigua, w ife  o f Edward C h este r. See 
Appendix I I .
32. Lucy C h este r o f  A ntigua, n a tu ra l  dau g h ter o f D aniel Parke I I  
and Mrs. C a th e rin e  C h este r . She was h e ir e s s  to  P a rk e 's  e s ta te  in  th e  
Leeward I s la n d s .
33* The s e c tio n  w ith in  th e  double b ra c k e ts  was w r i tte n  a t  th e  
c lo se  o f th e  l e t t e r  marked f o r  in s e r t io n  h e re .
3^. John Holloway, a t to rn e y . See Appendix I I .
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35- John Randolph, a tto rn e y . See Appendix I I .
3 6 . John C layton , a t to rn e y . See Appendix I I .
37. W illiam  Byrd I I ,  C u s t i s 's  b ro th e r- in - la w . See Appendix I I  
and C u s tis  b io g ra p h ic a l sk e tch .
38. A schedule  o f  th e  d eb ts  Byrd p a id  i s  found in  th e  Bnmett 
C o lle c tio n  6077 > Now York P u b lic  L ib ra ry ; A ddtl. B r i t i s h  Ms. 36217> 
f o l .  161-171.
39* D aniel Parke C u s tis  (1711-1757) > on ly  son o f John C u stis  
and F rances P arke. See C u s tis  b io g ra p h ic a l sk e tch .
40. F rances Parke C u s tis  (1709-1744), on ly  daugh ter o f  John 
C u s tis  and F rances P arke. See C u s tis  b io g ra p h ic a l sk e tch .
41. Probably  James Bradby m aster of th e  Spotswood, owned by 
M icajah P e rry , a  York R iver sh ip . Another James Bradby, m aster o f th e  
M icajah & P h i l i p , a lso  owned by M icajah P e rry , which was a James R iver 
sh ip , i s  m entioned in  l a t e r  l e t t e r s .  P.R.O. C.O. 5 /1 ^ 2 .
42. T his l e t t e r  was p u b lish ed  in  Marion T in lin g , e d . , The
Correspondence o f th e  Three W illiam  Byrds o f  W estover, V irg in ia , 1684-
1776 " (C h a r lo t te s v i l le ,  V a ., 1977), I ,  351-352.
4 3 . R obert Cary, London tobacco m erchant. See Appendix I I .
44. The f i r s t  paragraph  o f t h i s  l e t t e r  was p u b lish ed  in  E. G.
Sweii^  B ro th e rs  o f th e  Spade: Correspondence o f P e te r  C o llinson  o f London, 
and John C u s tis  o f  W illiam sburg , V irg in ia , 1734-1746 (B arre  G azette , 
M ass., 1957)7 21.
4 5 . B a tte r s e a ,  a borough o f London. Times In d ex -G aze tte r o f th e  
World (London, 1965 )•
46. Probably  John Cobb, owner and m aster o f  th e  W i l l i s , a 
York R iv er sh ip . P.R.O. C.O. 6/1442
47. Edge o f Ms. to rn .
48. Edge o f Ms. to m .
49. Adam G raves, m aster o f  th e  B a ile y , owned by W illiam  Dawkins, 
a  York R iv e r sh ip . P.R.O. C.O.
50. T hat i s ,  O ctober.
51. M oiders, o r  M oidore, a  gold  P o rtu g ese  co in  th a t  was c u rre n t 
in  Ehgland, worth approxim ately  27s .
52. Hole in  Ms.
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53* By home, C u s tis  meant Ehgland; he r e f e r r e d  to  V irg in ia  as 
th e  co u n try .
54. H ud ih ras, a  s a t i r i c a l  poem ( I 663- I 678 ) "by Samuel B u tle r ,  
named f o r  i t s  hero , a  P re sb y te r ia n  j u s t i c e  in  th e  Commonwealth who 
s e ts  ou t w ith  h is  s q u ire , an Independent, to  reform  abuses, and en­
fo rc e  th e  observance o f th e  laws f o r  th e  suppression  o f  p o p u la r s p o r ts  
and amusements. T h is a n t i -P u r i ta n  poem gave r i s e  to  th e  a d je c t iv e  
h u d ib ra s t ic ,  meaning mock h e ro ic . W illiam  Rose B enet, e d . , The 
R ea d e r 's  Encyclopedia (New York, 1955)» 523«
55. C u s tis  w rote d a u g h te rs , th en  c ro ssed  i t  ou t s u b s t i tu t in g  
c h ild re n s .
5 6 . P h i l ip  Ludwell (1672-1727) o f Green Spring , c o u n c il lo r  
1702-1726, a u d ito r  g en e ra l 1711-1716. He was a  r e l a t i v e  o f  C u s t i s 's  
w ife  F ran ces. James La Verne Anderson, "The G overnors' C ouncils o f 
C o lo n ia l America, A Study o f P ennsy lvan ia  and V irg in ia  1660-1776"
(Ph.D. D is s e r ta t io n ,  U n iv e rs ity  o f V irg in ia , 1967)1  320.
57* Hole in  Ms.
58. M icajah P e rry  (d . 1721), a le a d in g  London m erchant; by 1673 
he and Thomas Lane were d e a lin g  in  V irg in ia  tobacco and were p o l i t i c a l l y  
i n f l u e n t i a l .  H is son R ichard  P e rry  (d . 1719) was a lso  a c t iv e  in  th e  
t r a d e  as  were h is  grandsons M icajah and P h i l ip  w ith  whom C u s tis  c o r­
responded. E liz a b e th  Donnan, "E ig h teen th  Century E hglish  M erchants: 
M icajah P e r ry ,"  Jo u rn a l o f Ebonomic and B usiness H is to ry , IV (1931- 
1932), 70-98.
59• W illiam  Byrd I I  had fo u r  c h ild re n  by Lucy (Parke) Byrd:
Evelyn, P arke , P h i l ip s  W illiam  (d ie d  as  an in f a n t ) ,  and W ilhelm ina.
60. P o ss ib ly  James Hopkins, m aster o f th e ,Amy, owned by R obert 
Cary, a York R iver v e s s e l .  P.R .O . C.O. 5 /l4 4 2 .
6 1. James B rad ly , a  London merchant a c t iv e  in  th e  tobacco t r a d e ,  
who a lso  owned m erchant v e s s e ls .
62. Samuel Cobs (d . 1757) o f W illiam sburg, m arried  Edith  M arot, 
daugh ter o f  Jean M arot, a F rench Huguenot innkeeper in  W illiam sburg.
He was th e  arm ourer 1716-1727 and magazine keeper 1726. He l a t e r  r e ­
moved to  Amelia County and was a  bu rgess  f o r  th a t  county 1742, 1744- 
1747, and 1749. VMHB, XXXIII (O ct. 1925), 382-398; WMQ, 1 s t  S e r . ,
XIX (Ju ly  1910), 51_56; and C o lo n ia l W illiam sburg F oundation , Research 
Departm ent f i l e s .
6 3 . There were two k in d s  o f tobacco  grown in  V irg in ia , oronoco 
and sw ee tscen ted . Oronoco was s tro n g e r  in  f la v o r  and could  be grown 
a l l  around th e  Bay, w h ile  sw eetscen ted  was la rg e ly  co n fin ed  to  th e  
banks o f th e  James, York, Rappahannock, and Potomac r iv e r s .  The pen in ­
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s u la  between th e  James and York r iv e r s ,  where C u s t i s 's  home p la n ta t io n  
was lo c a te d , grew some of th e  b e s t  sw eetscen ted , which was favo red  f o r  
consumption in  Ehgland and brought h ig h e r  p r ic e s .  About 1724, however, 
oronoco began to  re p la c e  i t  on th e  E hglish  market^ A rthur P ie rc e  
M iddleton, Tobacco C oast; A M aritim e H is to ry  of Chesapeake Bay in  th e  
C o lon ia l Era (Newport News, V a ., 1953)» 97-98.
64. T h is  l e t t e r  was p u b lish ed  in  T in lin g , e d . , Correspondence 
o f th e  Three B yrds, 352-353*
6 5 . Henry Duke (d . 1713) » member o f th e  V irg in ia  co u n cil 1702- 
1713* Louis B. W right and Marion T in lin g , e d s . , The S ec re t D iary o f 
W illiam  Byrd o f  W estover, 1709-1712 (Richmond, V a ., 1941), 480.
66. The s e c t io n  w ith in  double b ra c k e ts  was w r itte n  a t  th e  c lo se
of th e  l e t t e r  and marked f o r  in s e r t io n  h e re .
6 7 . M aria (T aylor) Byrd (1698-1771)» W illiam  B y rd 's  second w ife . 
They were m arried  May 9» 1724. P ie r r e  Marambaud, W illiam Byrd o f West-  
o v e r , 1674-1744 ( C h a r lo t te s v i l le ,  V a ., 1971)1 279*
68. The f i r s t  paragraph was p u b lish ed  in  Swem, B ro thers  o f  th e  
Spade, 21-22.
69* John B uck ler, m aster and owner o f th e  King George, a York 
R iver sh ip . P.R .O . C.O. 5/1442.
70. John C a rte r  (d . ca . 1742) o f  S h ir le y , C harles C ity  County, 
was s e c re ta ry  o f s t a t e  f o r  V irg in ia  1722-1742 and a co u n c ilo r 1724- 
1742. Anderson, "The G overnors' C ouncils o f  C o lon ia l America," 320.
71. Ms. to rn .
72. Ms. to rn .
73* Ms. t o m .
74. John Cobb, m aster and owner o f  th e  W il l i s , a York R iver 
v e s s e l .  P.R .O . C.O. 5/1442.
75* Ms. b lo t te d .
76. Ms. to m  on edge.
77* Isham Randolph, m aster and owner o f th e  W illiam sburgh; he 
was a lso  a  p la n te r ,  m erchant, and p u b lic  o f f i c i a l .  P.R.O. C.O.
5/1442; Swem, B ro th e rs  o f th e  Spade, 157*1.
78. The b i l l  o f la d in g  was a fo rm al r e c e ip t  is su ed  by a sh ip ­
m aster acknowledging re c e iv in g  th e  s p e c if ie d  goods onboard and b ind ing  
him to  d e l iv e r  them as s ta te d  to  th e  in d iv id u a l and p lace  named on
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payment o f th e  s t ip u la te d  f r e ig h t .  Normally co p ies  were made fo r  th e  
sh ip p e r , th e  sh ip m aste r, and th e  consignee. W. E. M inchinton, e d . ,
The Trade o f B r i s to l  in  th e  E igh teen th  Century ( B r is to l ,  1957)» 73*
79» That i s ,  John C a rte r , s e c re ta ry  o f  th e  co lony, see  n . 70*
80. Ms. b lo t te d .
81. Hole in  Ms.
82. Cf. W illiam  Byrd to  {-Addressee unknown3 , June 27, 1729»
in  T in lin g , e d . , Correspondence o f  th e  Three B yrds, which t h i s  au th o r 
su sp ec ts  was addressed  to  M icajah P e rry  because Byrd w rote: "The l a s t  
favour o f o ld  Bradby i s  s t i l  rememberd to  your p re ju d ic e , and th o ' 
i t  be now and o ld  s to ry ,  i t  i s  n o t o ld  enough to  be f o rg o t ."  (^ -17-^ 1 8 )
8 3 . By broken acco u n ts , C u s tis  meant accoun ts o f tobacco s a le s  
f o r  which th e  buyers had no t p a id . S ince  th e  tobacco was so ld  on con­
signment f o r  th e  p la n te r s ,  th ey  a lso  assumed th e  r i s k  o f  bad d e b ts .
8^-. John T urner, m aster o f th e  James, owned by James B radly  in  
1726, and o f  th e  R egard, owned by Thomas R ev e tt Company in  1730; both  
were James R iver s h ip s . P.R.O. C.O. 5 /1 ^ 2  and 5 / l ^ 3 »
8 5 . P o ss ib ly  John C larke, a b o o k se lle r  and p u b lish e r  in  London, 
Duck Lane. H. R, Plom er, e t a l . , A D ic tio n a ry  o f th e  P r in te r s  and Book­
s e l l e r s  Who Were a t  Work in  Ehgland, S co tlan d  and I re la n d  From 1726
to  1775  XOxford, 1932).
86. Could be e i th e r  John P o sfo rd , m aster o f  th e  H a rriso n , o r 
Thomas P o sfo rd , m aster o f  th e  Hannah. Both were York R iver sh ip s  
owned by James B rad ly . P.R.O. C.O. 5 /1 ^ 2  and 5 / l ^ 3 »
8 7 . P e rry  has e v id e n tly  o ffe re d  to  assume th e  c o l le c t io n  o f th e  
d eb ts  f o r  C u s t i s 's  tobacco th a t  he so ld  on consignm ent in  r e tu rn  fo r  
a h ig h er commission.
88. Hole in  Ms.
89. P h i l ip  Ludw ell, g ra n d fa th e r  o f F rances (Parke) C u s t is ,  see  
Appendix I I .
90. C u s tis  made su re  th a t  h is  m erchants had enough money to  h is  
c r e d i t  to  pay th e  customs d u tie s  as soon as  th e  tobacco a r r iv e d  in  
B r i ta in  so t h a t  he cou ld  earn  th e  d isco u n ts  g ra n te d  fo r  prompt payment.
91. James B la i r ,  see  Appendix I I .
92. Hugh D rysdale (d . J u ly  22, 1726), l ie u te n a n t  governor o f 
V irg in ia , 1722-1726, i s  g e n e ra lly  co n sid e red  to  have been a  competent 
a d m in is tra to r  o f  u n q u estio n ab le  in t e g r i t y ,  who earned th e  r e s p e c t  and 
f r ie n d s h ip  o f th e  V irg in ia n s . C u s tis  would have been e s p e c ia l ly  fond 
o f him s in c e  D rysdale  recommended h is  appointm ent to  th e  C ouncil. See 
M adeleine Curcio Kaduboski, "The A d m in is tra tio n  o f L ieu tenan t-G overnor
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Hugh D rysdale , 1 7 2 2 -1 7 2 6" (M.A. T h esis , C ollege o f William and Mary,
1967 ) .
93. Ms. b lo t te d .
94. Ms. b lo t te d ,
95. Ms. b lo t t e d .
9 6 . George H am ilton, e a r l  o f  Orkney. See Appendix I I
97. A lexander Spotswood (1676-1740), l ie u te n a n t  governor o f 
V irg in ia  1710-1722 under th e  nominal governor Lord Orkney; a f t e r  be ing  
removed from o f f ic e ,  Spotswood rem ained in  V irg in ia  on a  la rg e  e s ta te  
in  S p o tsy lv an ia  County and was appoin ted  deputy p o stm aste r f o r  th e  
c o lo n ie s  in  1730* See th e  C u stis  b io g ra p h ic a l ske tch  f o r  h is  r e l a t io n ­
sh ip  w ith  Spotswood. Leonidas Dodson, A lexander Spotswood, Governor
o f C olon ia l V ir g in ia , 1710-1722 (P h ila d e lp h ia , 1932); and DNB.
98. Lyonel Lyde, B r is to l  merchant engaged in  th e  tobacco t r a d e .
See Appendix I I .  An account o f tobacco s a le s  in  t ie  C u s tis  P apers in  
th e  L ib ra ry  o f  C ongress, M anuscript D iv is io n , confirm s th a t  C u s tis  
shipped 13 hogsheads o f  tobacco a t  t h i s  tim e to  Lyde.
99. Edge o f Ms. to rn .
100. Joseph Ludlow, m aster o f  th e  Mayflower in  1723 and o f th e  
Essex in  1732, bo th  York R iver v e s s e ls  owned by Lyonel Lyde o f B r i s to l .  
P.R.O. C.O. 5/1442 and 5/1443.
101. Ms. b lo t te d .
102. Ms. b lo t te d .
103. Ms. b lo t t e d .
104. Welsh c o tto n , a k ind  o f  woolen c lo th  w ith  a  nap.
105. K endall c o tto n , a k ind  o f green woolen c lo th .
106. S q u ire 's  E l ix i r ,  a popu lar p a te n t m edicine.
107. Ms. b lo t te d .
108. J e s u i t s  b a rk , th e  m edicinal bark o f  a sp e c ie s  o f Cinchona, 
a lso  known as P eruv ian  b ark , in tro d u ced  to  Europe by J e s u i t  m iss io n a rie s  
in  South America.
109. D a ffy 's  e l i x i r  s a lu t i s ,  a p ro p r ie ta ry  m edicine, in v en ted  by 
Rev. Thomas D affy ca . I 65O. A London kinsman, Anthony D affy (d . 1750) 
so ld  i t  f o r  a ilm en ts  su ch .a s  gou t, c o l ic ,  scurvy , d ropsy , consum ption,
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and m elancholly . George B. G riffen h azen  and James Harvey Young, "Old 
K ig lish  P a te n t M edicines in  A m erica," B u l le t in  218, C o n trib u tio n s  
from th e  Museum o f H is to ry  and Technology (G .P .O ., 1959)> 161.
110. M otly, o r  m otley, m u lti-c o lo re d , v a r ie g a te d , checkered.
111. E l ls ,  a  measure o f le n g th ,  about 45 inches in  Ehgland.
112. O zenbrig , obs. f o r  Osnaburg, a  k in d  o f coarse  l in e n  o r ig ­
in a l ly  made in  Osnabiirck in  N orth Germany.
113. Rowls, obs. f o r  r o l l .
114. D o., a b b re v ia tio n  f o r  d i t t o .
115. Ms. b lo t te d .
116. S p i r i t  h a r ts  horn, h a r tsh o rn , th e  substance o b ta in ed  by 
ra sp in g , s l i c in g ,  o r  c a lc in in g  th e  horns o f h a r ts  ( d e e r ) , fo rm erly  
th e  c h ie f  source  o f ammonia.
117. Mrs. E s te r  D rysdale , widow o f  L ieu tenan t-G overnor D rysdale . 
Kaduboski, "A d m in istra tio n  o f L ieu tenan t-G overno r D ry sd a le ."
118. Robert C a r te r  (1663-1732), p re s id e n t  o f th e  V irg in ia  co u n c il 
and th e re fo re  a c tin g  governor in  th e  absence o f an appo in ted  governor.
He was a lso  known as "King" C a r te r .  DAB
119. Q uire, a  s e t  of fo u r  s h e e ts  o f  parchment o r  paper doubled 
so as to  form e ig h t le a v e s .
120. By Dutch accoun ts , C u s tis  meant accounts o f s a le s  o f to b ac ­
co to  H olland.
121. Ms. b lo t te d .
122. Ms. b lo t te d ;  i t  cou ld  be 9 r a th e r  than  2.
123. Ms. b lo t te d .
124. Ms. b lo t te d .
125. Ms. b lo t te d .
126. Ms. to m .
127. Ms. b lo t te d .
128. Ms. b lo t te d .
129. Ms. b lo t te d ;  i t  cou ld  be 9 r a th e r  than  8.
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130. P a r t  o f th e  second paragraph was p u b lish ed  in  Swem, B ro th ers  
o f  th e  Spade, 22.
131. Oronoco, a  v a r ie ty  o f  tobacco , p robab ly  o r ig in a te d  in  th e  
v i c in i t y  of th e  South American r iv e r  o f th e  same name and s t i l l  
su rv iv e s  to d ay  in  th e  v a r i e t i e s  c a l le d  oronoco and P ry o rs . M iddleton, 
Tobacco C o as t, 97* -
132. P robably  James Bradby, m aster o f th e  Spotswood, owned by 
M icajah P e rry , a York R iver sh ip . P.R.O. C.O. 5 /1442.
133. Ms. b lo t te d .
134. Ms. b lo t te d .
135* Suggested read ing ; Swem ren d ers  i t  a s  "but bulbous ro o ts ,  
and th s e s  ^not which] ignorance and c a re le s s n e s s  can d e s tro y ;"  ap p a ren tly  
ig n o rin g  C u s t i s 's  in s e r t io n  above th e  l i n e .  B ro th e rs  o f  th e  Spade, 22.
1 3 6 . Hole in  Ms.
137« D u f f i l l ,  o r  d u f f le ,  a co arse  woolen c lo th  having a th ic k
nap.
138. Hole in  Ms.
139* Hole in  Ms.
140. Two y ears  l a t e r ,  s ix  p e rcen t was th e  h ig h e s t i n t e r e s t  r a t e  
a llo w ab le  under th e  1730 a c t  f o r  r e s t r a in in g  th e  ta k in g  o f excessive  
usu ry . Hening, IV, 294-296.
141. The c la u se  enclosed by double b ra c k e ts  was w r i t te n  a t  th e  
c lo se  o f th e  l e t t e r  marked f o r  in s e r t io n  h e re .
142. Edge o f Ms. to rn .
143. T h is co rresp o n d en t' s id e n t i f y  was suggested  by John M. 
Hem phill; Bruce T. McCulley confirm ed th a t  N icholson owned l o t s  in
Yorktown, which were p a r t  o f h is  e s ta te  when he d ied  e a r ly  th e  nex t
y ea r. See Appendix I I .  th e  to n e  o f th e  l e t t e r  i s  such th a t  only  a 
co rresp o n d en t o f N ic h o lso n 's  p r e s t ig e  i s  l i k e ly ;  c f . l e t t e r s  to  James 
B la i r ,  Mrs. D rysdale , and R ichard F itz w illia m . Presum ably C u s tis  
would have been on good term s w ith  N icholson s in c e  h is  f a th e r  d id  no t 
ta k e  p a r t  in  th e  o p p o sitio n  to  N icholson as governor. See th e  C u stis  
b io g ra p h ic a l sk e tch .
144. C u s tis  had been recommended by Governor D rysdale  and took 
o f f ic e  in  September 1727.
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145. The c la u se  enclosed  "by double b ra c k e ts  was w r i tte n  a t  th e  
c lo se  of th e  l e t t e r  and marked f o r  in s e r t io n  h e re .
146. That i s ,  Septem ber.
147. Hole in  Ms.
148. Thomas Reynolds, m aster o f  th e  Sarah,* owned by Henry Dee, 
a York R iver v e s s e l .  P.R.O. C.O. 5 / l ^ 2 .
149. N a th an ie l H arriso n  (d . 1727 ) ,  o f  W akefield in  S urry  County, 
a u d ito r -g e n e ra l  f o r  V irg in ia  1722-1727, co u n c ilo r  1713-1727, and naval 
o f f i c e r  f o r  th e  upper James R iv e r among o th e r  o f f ic e s .  Anderson, 
"G overnors’ C ouncils o f  C o lon ia l A m erica," 326.
150. John B la i r  was app o in ted  a u d ito r  g en era l f o r  V irg in ia  in
See Appendix I I  and C u s tis  b io g ra p h ic a l sk e tch .
151. That i s ,  December.
152. That i s ,  O ctober.
153. Ms. b lo t te d .
-3‘1—1 Ms. b lo t te d .
155. Presum ably Thomas N elson (b . 1677), eminent merchant o f York-
town, f a th e r  o f W illiam  N elson, who was l a t e r  p re s id e n t o f th e  V irg in ia  
co u n c il. Lyon G ard iner T y le r , Encyclopedia o f V irg in ia  B iography, I  
(New York, 1915).
1 5 6 . There i s  no in d ic a t io n  where t h i s  sen tence should  be i n ­
s e r te d  in  th e  body o f th e  l e t t e r .
157. The l a s t  paragraph  o f t h i s  l e t t e r  was p u b lish ed  in  Swem, 
B ro th ers  o f th e  Spade, 22.
158. P r iz in g , o r  p r is in g ,  com pressing cured tobacco in  a  hogs­
head.
159. Ms. b lo t te d .
160. b lank  space l e f t  in  Ms.
161. Hole in  Ms.
162. A f a c to r  was u s u a lly  a  s a la r ie d  employee o f th e  B r i t i s h  
merchant p u t in  charge o f a  s to r e  m ain tained  in  th e  co lony. A c h ie f  
f a c to r ,  who might be in  charge of s e v e ra l su b o rd in a te  f a c to r s ,  might
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earn a commission along w ith a  s a la ry  and m ight he a p a r tn e r  in  th e  
employing f irm . The f a c to r s  would buy tobacco in  th e  colony to  be 
sh ipped to  B r i ta in ;  p la n te r s  d e a lin g  withr f a c to r s  would no t have to  
assume th e  same r i s k s  as th o se  l i k e  C u s tis  who consigned th e i r  tobacco 
to  be so ld  f o r  them in  B r i ta in .  The Glasgow m erchants came to  r e ly  
more and more o n th e ir  c o lo n ia l  f a c to r s  a f t e r  th e  17*+0s. Jacob M. P r ic e , 
"The R ise o f Glasgow in  th e  Chesapeake Tobacco T rade, 1707-1775," WMQ,
3d S e r . ,  XI (Apr. 195*0, 179-199-
I 6 3 . Hole in  Ms.
l6*K Ms. b lo t te d .
16 5 . Hole in  Ms.
166. Ms. b lo t te d .
1 6 7 . For f u r th e r  in fo rm atio n  see  C harles  Higgs to  John Holloway, 
Dec. 21, 1731, and Holoway's undated  d r a f t  of a  r e p ly ,  C u s tis  Family 
P apers, Va. H is t.  Soc.
168. P h i l ip  P e rry  as w ell a s  M icajah in h e r i te d  th e  firm  from 
t h e i r  g ra n d fa th e r , and e v id e n tly  he took over corresponding  w ith C u s tis  
and o th e r  p la n te r s  as M ica jah 's  p o l i t i c a l  c a re e r  developed.
16 9 . Thomas Harwood, m aster cf th e  York, owned by Thomas Bennet 
in  1729 and by A lexander R oberts in  1?30, a  York R iver v e s se l .  P.R.O 
C.O. 5/ 1 4 4 3 .
170. Hole in  Ms.
171. Presumably Robert W alpole (l676-17*h5)» l a t e r  f i r s t  e a r l  o f 
O rfo rd , f i r s t  lo rd  of th e  t r e a s u ry  and c h a n c e llo r  of th e  exchequer.
DNB.
172. Mark C atesby (1682-17*+9) ,  n a t u r a l i s t ,  b ro th e r  of E lizab e th  
(Catesby) Cocke Holloway. He was in  V irg in ia  1712-1719 and was a 
f r ie n d  o f P e te r  C o llin so n  w ith  whom C u s tis  l a t e r  had an ex ten siv e  
correspondence. Swem, B ro th e rs  o f th e  Spade, 15*^-155^.
The l e t t e r  was p u b lish ed  in  Swem, B ro th e rs  o f th e  Spade, 23.
1 7 3 - Ms. b lo t te d .
17*F. E lizab e th  (Catesby) Holloway (d . 1755) was th e  w ife  o f 
John Holloway, t r e a s u r e r  of V irg in ia ,  and th e  s i s t e r  o f  Mark Catesby, 
th e  n a t u r a l i s t s ;  she was a lso  th e  widow of W illiam  Cocke, s e c re ta ry  
o f  th e  co lony. Swem, B ro th e rs  o f  th e  Spade, 157n.
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175• F rench O rd inary , a  tav e rn  b u i l t  about 1680 on th e  road  
from Yorktown to  W illiam sburg on th e  r id g e  between th e  head o f K in g 's  
Creek and th e  head o f th e  w estern  branch o f F e lg a te 's  Creek. Swem, 
B ro th e rs  o f  th e  Spade, 157n.
176. R ichard  F itz w illia m , fe llo w  V irg in ia  c o u n c ilo r . See 
Appendix I I .
177• F itz w illia m  had e n te re d  a paper in  th e  Council Jo u rn a l con­
ta in in g  "Reasons fo r  h is  D issen t to  a  R esolve o f th e  Council Concurring 
w ith  a  R esolve o f t h i s  House f o r  paying th e  B urgesses Wages and a l l  
th e  Charges o f  t h i s  S ession  o f th e  .Assembly in  Money." He e v id e n tly  
though t t h a t  payment should be made in  tobacco . See H. R. M cllwaine, 
J o u rn a ls  o f  th e  House o f B urgesses o f V irg in ia  1727-1734, 1736-1740 
(Richmond, 1910), 97-98.
178. Hole in  Ms.
179* MAn Act f o r  amending th e  S ta p le  o f  Tobacco; and fo r  p re ­
v en tin g  F rauds in  h is  M a je s ty 's  Custom s," Hening, IV, 247-271.
180. John Grymes (1692-1748) o f Brandon, M iddlesex County, was 
deputy  a u d i to r  g e n e ra l fo r  V irg in ia  1718-1724, r e c e iv e r  g en era l 1723- 
1745, and a  c o u n c ilo r  1726-1748. He m arried  P h il ip  L u d w ell's  daugh ter 
Lucy. Anderson, "G overnors' C ouncils of C o lon ia l A m erica," 325*
181. W illiam  Gooch (1681-1751)» l ie u te n a n t  governor of V irg in ia  
1727-1749* i s  g e n e ra lly  co n sid e red  one o f V ir g in ia 's  b e s t  c o lo n ia l 
g o v ern o rs . M orton, C o lon ia l V ir g in ia , I I ,  500; Percy S c o tt  F lip p in , 
"W illiam  Gooch: S u ccessfu l Royal Governor o f V irg in ia ,"  WMQ, 2 d S e r . ,
VI (O ct. 1925), 225-258, VI (Ja n . 1926), 1-38.
182. Ms. b lo t te d .
18 3 . Edge o f Ms. to rn .
184. Hole in  Ms.
185* Hole in  Ms.
186. P o ss ib ly  W ill Loney, m aster o f th e  Sm ith , owned by Jonah 
Forward, a  Rappahannock v e s s e l .  P.R.O. C.O. 5/1442.
187. Hole in  Ms.
188. Hole in  Ms.
189. Hole in  Ms.
190. Hole in  Ms.
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191. Hole in  Ms.
192. Hole in  Ms.
193• S i r  P h i l ip  Yorke (1690-1764), f i r s t  e a r l  o f Hardwicke; he 
succeeded S i r  Raymond as a t to rn e y  g en e ra l in  1724, was member o f P a r­
liam en t, became c h ie f  ju s t i c e  and p r iv y  co u n c ilo r  in  1733> an(l  was a lso  
r a is e d  to  th e  peerage  th a t  y e a r . He had a d is tin g u ish e d  c a re e r  in  
p o l i t i c s  and an e x c e l le n t  r e p u ta t io n  as a j u r i s t .  DNB.
194. S i r  R obert Raymond (1673-1733)> Baron Raymond o f A bbot's  
Langley, H e r tfe rd s h ir e ,  lo rd  c h ie f  ju s t i c e  and p riv y  c o u n c ilo r , was 
r a is e d  to  th e  peerage  in  e a r ly  1731* "Raymond was a man o f g re a t 
le a rn in g , and, though he does n o t rank  w ith  th e  most i l l u s t r i o u s  o f 
th e  sages o f th e  law , l e f t  an en v iab le  re p u ta t io n  f o r  s t r i c t ,  im p a r t ia l ,  
and p a in s ta k in g  a d m in is tra tio n  o f j u s t i c e . "  DNB, XLVII, 3^6*
1 9 5 . Topper, one who "tops"  a t  d ice ; a  ch ea tin g  gam ester.
1 9 6 . Ms. b lo t te d .
1 9 7 . Hole in  Ms.
1 9 8 . Ms. b lo t te d .
1 9 9 . Ms. b lo t te d .
200. Ms. b lo t te d .
201. Hole in  Ms.
202. Ms. b lo t t e d .
2 0 3 . Hole in  Ms.
204. Hole in  Ms.
2 0 5 . Hole in  Ms.
206. Judging from th e  su rv iv in g  sh ipp ing  re c o rd s , Bradby norm ally
en tered  th e  Upper James R iver D i s t r i c t  sometime between January  and 
March and c le a re d  th a t  p o r t  between June and August, which gave him 
ample tim e to  pay c o u r t  to  th e  d au g h ter o f a  w ealthy p la n te r .
207. Hole in  Ms.
208. Edge o f Ms. to rn .
209. P robably  Hannah (H arriso n ) Ludwell (l678-173l)>  w ife  o f 
P h il ip  Ludwell (1672-1727). She was D aniel Parke C u s t i s 's  godmother 
and may have been th e  same f o r  Fanny. See th e  C u stis  b io g ra p h ic a l 
sk e tch .
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2 1 0 . Ms. b lo t te d .
2 1 1 . Ms. b lo t te d .
2 1 2 . Hole in  Ms.
2 1 3 . Hole in  Ms.
214. Ms. b lo t te d .
(—
I 
CM Hole in  Ms.
2 1 6 . Mann Page (1691-1730)» a p la n te r  o f Rosew ell, G loucester
County, was c o u n c ilo r  1719-1730• Anderson, "G overnors' C ouncils o f 
C o lo n ia l Am erica," 333-
21?. Mrs. Evelyn (Parke) Pepper, D aniel Parke I I* s  e ld e s t s i s ­
t e r ;  she was th e  w ife  o f G ilb e r t  Pepper, a commissioner o f th e  s ic k  and 
h u r t  in  I re la n d . Ruth Bourne, "John Evelyn, th e  D ia r i s t ,  and His 
Cousin D aniel Parke I I , ” VMHB, LXXVIII (Jan . 1970), 3-33.
218. Ms. b lo t te d .
219. That i s ,  Thomas Dunbar, who m arried  P a rk e 's  n a tu ra l  daughter 
and assumed th e  name Dunbar P arke. See Appendix I I .
220. Ms. b lo t te d .
221. James Bradby, m aster o f th e  M icajah & P h i l i p , see C u s t i s 's  
l e t t e r  to  Mr. P e rry , da ted  1731*
222. Joseph B arnes, m aster o f th e  York, owned by Lyonel Lyde, 
a  York R iver sh ip  o r ig in a t in g  in  B r i s to l .  P.R.O. C.O. 6/1443.
223. The law made i t  e a s ie r  f o r  B r i t i s h  m erchants to  c o l le c t  
d e b ts  owed by th e  p la n te r s  by making t h e i r  lan d s  in  V irg in ia  l i a b l e  
f o r  s a t i s fy in g  a l l  k inds o f d e b ts . See John M. H em phill, "V irg in ia  
and th e  E hglish  Commercial System 1689-1733 * S tu d ie s  in  th e  Development 
and F lu c tu a tio n  o f  a C o lo n ia l Ebonomy under Im p eria l C ontro l" (Ph.D. 
D is s e r ta t io n ,  P rin ce to n  U n iv e rs ity , 1964), 78-80, 175* 187-189; and 
Morton, C o lo n ia l V irg in ia , I I ,  508-509* 518-519.
224. Hole in  Ms.
225. Ms. b lo t te d .
226. Edge o f Ms. to rn .
227. R ichard  F itz w illia m , see  Appendix I I .
228. P robably  Robert T ay lo r, m aster o f  th e  G lo u ces te r , owned 
by Sarah B en n e tt. P.R.O. C.O. 5 /1 ^ 3 •
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229. John Randolph was in  London a c tin g  as an agen t f o r  th e  
V irg in ia  Assembly. See Appendix I I .
230. W hite Church, England, a  v i l la g e  in  Hampshire, 58 m iles 
from London, n ea r which D aniel Parke I I  owned an e s ta te .
231. W illiam  Hopkins (d . 1735)» one 'the V irg in ia  G eneral 
C ourt law y ers , was Dunbar P a rk e 's  c h ie f  co u n se l. Freeman, George 
W ashington, I I ,  289; and T in lin g , 3d . , Correspondence o f  th e  Three 
B yrds, I ,  475.
232. Ms. b lo t te d .
233. Edge o f  Ms. to rn .
234. A ccording to  John H ollow ay's d r a f t  o f  a l e t t e r  to  C h arles  
H iggs, C u s tis  was t ry in g  to  f in d  o u t i f  he could  hold Byrd respon­
s ib le  f o r  th e  d eb ts  in  th e  Leeward Is la n d s  under th e  term s o f t h e i r  
e a r l i e r  agreem ent about th e  Parke e s ta te .  See th e  C u s tis  b io g ra p h ic a l 
sk e tc h . Va. H is t .  S o c . , C u s tis  Fam ily P apers.
2 3 5 . Ms. b lo t te d .
2 3 6 . Ms. b lo t te d .
237. A rch ibald  B la i r  (l685-1733)> p h y sic ian  and m erchant, was 
b ro th e r  o f  Commissary B la i r  and f a th e r  o f John B la i r .  He l iv e d  in  
W illiam sburg on N icholson S t r e e t  and was C u s t is 1s fe llo w  W illiam s­
burg alderm an and vestrym an o f B ruton P a r is h . Lyon G ard iner T y le r , . 
Encyclopedia o f  V irg in ia  B iography, I  (New York, 1915)» 187-188; 
C o lo n ia l W illiam sburg O f f ic ia l  Guidebook, 78-79.
2 3 8 . Hole in  Ms.
239. Ms. b lo t te d .
240. C halk t o r chalked , marked, rubbed, mixed w ith  chalk .
241. H olland , l in e n  s h i r t in g  made in  The N etherlands.
242. Thomas C o l l i s ,  m aster o f  th e  J u l ia n a , owned by Jeremy
In n e s , a York R iv er sh ip  from B r i s to l .  P.R.O. C.O.
243. P o ss ib ly  R ichard  Ambler (1690-1766), p rosperous m erchant, 
who came to  V irg in ia  in  1716, s e t t l e d  in  Yorktown and m arried  E liz a ­
b e th  Ja c q u e lin  o f  Jamestown. Hugh Jones, P re se n t S ta te  o f  V ir g in ia , 
ed. R ichard  L. Morton (Chapel H i l l ,  N .C ., 1956), 242-243.
244. Henry Hacker (1689-1742), a w ealthy  W illiam sburg m erchant, 
who s e t t l e d  th e r e  about 1720.. WMQ, 1 s t  S e r . , I I  (O ct. 1893)» 83-
245. W ilson Cary (1702-1772) o f Richneck in  Warwick County, son 
o f M iles Cary, He was appo in ted  naval o f f ic e r  o f  th e  Lower James
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R iver in  1726 and owned l o t s  in  Yorktown as w ell as o th e r  p ro p e rty . 
WMQ, 1 s t  S e r . ,  IX ( Ju ly  1900), 104-111; and T y le r, Encyclopedia o f 
Va. B iography, i f 206.
246. According to  R ichard  L. Morton, M icajah P e rry , then  a 
inem"ber o f  th e  House o f  Commons and head o f an o rg a n iz a tio n  o f London 
m erchants a c t iv e  in  th e  tobacco tra d e ,  helped le ad  th e  f ig h t  against_  
th e  tobacco ex c ise  t h a t  John Randolph was promoting in  London f o r  
th e  V irg in ia  Assembly. C o lon ia l V irg in ia , I I ,  519-520.
247. Thomas Lee (1690-1750) o f S t r a t f o r d  in  Westmoreland County,
p la n te r ,  m arried  Hannah Ludw ell. He was a co u n c ilo r 1733-1750•
Anderson, "G overnors' C ouncils o f C o lon ia l Am erica," 329.
248. P h i l ip  L ig h tfo o t was a  V irg in ia  co u n c ilo r 1733_1747»
See Appendix I I .
249. Blank space l e f t  in  Ms.
250. B lank space l e f t  in  Ms.
251. Ms. b lo t te d .
252. By-blow, one who came in to  th e  world by a s id e  s tro k e , 
an i l le g i tm a te  c h i ld .
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APPENDIX I  
TWO EXTRANEOUS ITEMS 
INCLUDED IN THE CUSTIS LETTER BOOK
rF o lio  11111111)e r  24a1 
S i r
Y o u 'll  O blige Me very  much i f  you inform  me what Number o f a c re s  
you bought and what you gave f o r  C apt. G. L ig h t f o o t 's  Land; Not 
from an im p e rtin e n t C u r io s ity , b u t because in  th e  S a le  o f my own 
i t  may p o s s ib ly  be some L ig h t to  S i r  your o b ed ien t and Most humble 
S ervan t John Fox^ Octo.
rSome numbers a re  w r i tte n  on th e  verso  in  no d i s c e r n ib le ’-order]
rF o lio  number 34a j 
8br 23 1726
Reed o f  Jno C u s tis  one pound s ix  S h i l l s :  f o r  th e  use o f Jno [Washer?^ 
th e  marke o f  F ra n c is  D uffin
rVerso o f f o l io  number 34a-[
Mrs. D rie sd a le  Dr
To g rin d in g  J j  B a r is :  weat 0 8: 9
To 2-§- B ari o f w hite  crop weat 4: 10: —
£4: 18: 9
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APPENDIX I  NOTES
1. P o ss ib ly  John Fox (1706-ca. 1764), a tten d ed  th e  C ollege o f 
W illiam  and Mary in  1724, became m aster o f  th e  In d ian  school o p era ted  
by th e  c o lle g e  in  1 7 2 9» in  1731 took a leav e  o f absence to  go to  
Ehgland where he was l ic e n se d  fo r  V irg in ia , re tu rn e d  to  th e  C o llege 
u n t i l  1736 when he went to  Ware P a r ish , G loucester County. Susan 
L ouise P a t te rs o n , "B iograph ical Sketches o f A nglican Clergymen T rained  
a t  th e  C o llege o f W illiam and Mary, 1729-1776: A Study o f James 
B l a i r ’s P lan  and I t s  R esu lts"  (M.A., T h e s is , C ollege o f  W illiam  and 
Mary, 1973).
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APPENDIX I I  
BRIEF BIOGRAPHIES
James B la i r  ( l6 5 5 “1743)» commissary o r deputy o f th e  Bishop o f 
London w ith  th e  a u th o r ity  to  su p e rv ise  th e  c le rg y  o f V irg in ia ; 
co u n c ilo r  1 6 9 4 - 1 7 4 3 ;  r e c to r  o f B ruton  P  a r is h ,  W illiam sburg, 1710 -  
174-3; founder and f i r s t  p re s id e n t o f  th e  C ollege o f W illiam  and Mary; 
was in s tru m e n ta l in  th e  rem ovals o f Governors Andros, N icholson, and 
probably  Spotswood. In  1726 he was o s te n s ib ly  going to  Ehgland on 
c o lle g e  b u s in e ss . Parke Rouse, J r . ,  James B la i r  o f V irg in ia  (Chapel 
H i l l ,  N .G ., 1971).
John B la i r  (1678-1771)> son o f A rchibald  B la i r ,  nephew o f  James 
B la i r ,  became deputy a u d ito r -g e n e ra l  o f V irg in ia  on August 15, 1728. 
He became a co u n c ilo r in  174-5 and was a c lo se  f r ie n d  o f C u s t i s 's .
DAB.
W illiam  Byrd I I  (1674-1744) o f W estover, c o u n c ilo r  1709-1744, 
was John C u s tis* s  b ro th e r - in - la w . He was in  Ehgland from th e  f a l l  
o f 1722 u n t i l  th e  e a r ly  sp rin g  o f  1726 as agent o f  th e  House o f Bur­
gesses and in  search  o f a  w ealthy second w ife . P ie r r e  Marambaud, 
W illiam  Byrd o f W estover, 1674-1744 ( C h a r lo t te s v i l le ,  V a., 1971)» 
44-47.
Robert Cary (l685~1750) o f  London and Hampstead, V irg in ia  
m erchant, d id  b u s in ess  w ith  many prom inent p la n te r s .  Jacob M.
P r ic e ,  "Who Was John Norton? A Note on th e  H is to r ic a l  C h arac te r o f
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Some E igh teen th-C entury  London V irg in ia  F irm s,"  WMQ, 3d S e r . , XIX 
( J u ly  1962), 401.
Mrs. C a th erin e  C h este r o f A ntigua, w ife  o f  Biward C h este r, bore 
D aniel Parke I I  a  d augh ter, Lucy. Douglass S o u th a ll  Freeman, George' 
W ashington: A B iography, I I ,  282-286.
John C layton (1686-1737) o f  W illiam sburg, who was appoin ted  
a tto rn e y  g e n e ra l in  1714, ac ted  as a  law yer f o r  W illiam Byrd I I ,
R obert C a r te r , Benjamin H arrison , and M icajah P e rry  as  w ell as f o r  
C u s tis .  He was a lso  th e  f a th e r  o f th e  well-known b o ta n is t .  Edmund 
B erkeley  and Dorothy Smith B erkeley , John C lay ton ; P ioneer o f American 
B otany, 17-20.
R ichard  F itz w illia m  (d . 1732) was appo in ted  surveyor g en era l o f 
th e  customs f o r  th e  C a ro lin as , M aryland, V irg in ia , P ennsy lvan ia , th e  
Bahama I s la n d s ,  and Jam aica in  1727 and was a  member o f th e  V irg in ia  
C ouncil 1725-1731 as w ell as a c o u n c ilo r  in  Jam aica and South C aro lin a . 
James La Verne Anderson, "The G overnors' C ouncils o f C o lon ia l America,
A Study o f Pennsy lvan ia  and V irg in ia  1660-1776" (Ph.D. D is s e r ta t io n ,  
U n iv e rs ity  o f V irg in ia , 1967)> 324.
George H am ilton, e a r l  of Orkney (1666-1737)» governor g en era l of 
V irg in ia  1710-1734, rem ained in  B igland ap p o in tin g  l ie u te n a n t  governors 
to  se rv e  in  V irg in ia . DNB
John Holloway (ca . 1666-1734), law yer, f i r s t  mayor o f W illiam s­
b u rg , vestrym an o f Bruton P a r is h , speaker o f th e  House o f B urgesses, 
1720-1734, and t r e a s u r e r  of th e  colony 1723-1734. He i s  s a id  to  have 
charged high  f e e s .  DAB
146
P h il ip  L ig h tfo o t (1689-1748) o f Sandy P o in t, C harles C ity  
County, a  c o u n c ilo r  1733_1747, was an a tto rn e y  and m erchant.
Anderson, "Governors* C ou n cils  o f  C o lon ia l America," 329*
P h ilip  Ludwell ( f l .  1666-1704), gpvernor o f  C arolina 1689-1694,- 
V ir g in ia  C oun cilor 1675-1677 and 1680-1697, and h eld  many p u b lic  o f f i c e s  
in  V ir g in ia . H is second w ife , Frances Culpeper, was th e  widow o f  Gov­
ernor B erk eley . He d ied  in  England and was Frances (Parke) C u s t is 's  
grandfather. DAB.
Lyonel Lyde (1683-1745) o f  B r i s t o l ,  a V ir g in ia  merchant, was 
th e  fa th e r  o f  S ir  Lyonel Lyde (1724-1791) and C ornelius Lyde, a V irg in ia  
p la n te r . VMHB, XLVI ( Ju ly  1938) , 244-245; and VMHB, LXXXV (Jan. 1977), 
l-9n.
F ran cis N ich olson  ( 1660-1728), lieu ten a n t-g o v ern o r  o f  V irg in ia  
1690-1694 and governor o f  V ir g in ia  1698-1705* A fter  b eing  r e c a lle d ,  
he campaigned a g a in s t  th e  French in  Canada, was appointed governor 
o f  Acadia in  1713 and o f  South C arolina in  1719* He returned to  Ehgland 
on le a v e  in  1 7 2 5  r e ta in in g  th e  nominal governorship u n t i l  h is  death  
on March 5, 1728. In th e  c o n tr o v e rs ie s  surrounding h is  r e c a l l  as  
governor o f  V ir g in ia  in  1705, John C u stis  I I I  had not s id ed  w ith  th e  
o p p o sit io n . DAB.
D aniel Parke I  (1 6 2 8-1679), sec r e ta r y  o f  s t a t e  1678-1679, was a 
V ir g in ia  c o u n c ilo r  1665-1679* He m arried Rebecca Evelyn and was th e  
grandfather o f  Frances (Parke) C u stis . Anderson, "Governors* C ouncils  
o f  C olon ia l America," 333*
D aniel Parke I I  (1669-1710), V irg in ia  co u n c ilo r l692-l697»
m arried  Jane Ludwell o f G reenspring . He served  in  th e  E nglish  army
under Marlborough w ith  d i s t in c t io n  and subsequen tly  became governor
of th e  Leeward Is la n d s  1705-1710, where he attem pted  to  c a rry  ou t some
unpopular reform s which r e s u l te d  in  an in s u r re c t io n  le ad in g  to  h is
murder on December 7» 1710* He was th e  f a th e r  o f F rances (Parke) C u s tis
and Lucy (Parke) Byrd. DNB: Anderson, "Governors' C ouncils o f C o lo n ia l
*
A m erica," 333; Edward W. G re e n fie ld , "Some New A spects on th e  L if e  o f 
D aniel P a rk e ,"  VMHB, LIV (O ct. 1946), 306-315; and Ruth Bourne,
John Evelyn, th e  D ia r i s t ,  and His Cousin D aniel Parke I I , "  VMHB,
LXXVIII (Jan . 1970), 3-33.
Dunbar Parke fo rm erly  Thomas Dunbar (d . 1734) o f th e  Leeward 
Is la n d s ,  m arried  Lucy C h e s te r , D an ie l Parke I I ' s  n a tu ra l  d au g h ter, 
and took th e  name o f Parke a s  s t ip u la te d  in  P a rk e 's  w i l l  when he 
m arried  h e r, when she was a p p a re n tly  11 years  o ld . His b ro th e r  was 
C harles  Dunbar, s o l i c i t o r  g e n e ra l o f  th e  Leeward I s la n d s . Freeman, 
George W ashington, I I , 290.
Mica.jah P erry  (d . 1753)» London merchant a c t iv e  in  th e  tobacco 
tra d e , had in h e r i te d  h is  firm  from h is  g ran d fa th e r  M icajah P e rry  along 
w ith  h is  b ro th e r  P h i l ip .  He was p o l i t i c a l l y  i n f lu e n t i a l ,  was e le c te d  
a Member o f  th e  House o f Commons in  1727» served  as Lord Mayor o f 
London 1735-1739* His firm  f a i l e d  in  th e  1740s. Swem, B rotheis o f 
o f th e  Spade, 154n; Jacob M. P r ic e ,  F rance and th e  Chesapeake: A 
H is to ry  o f th e  French Tobacco Monopoly, 1674-1791, and o f I t s  
R e la tio n sh ip  to  th e  B r i t i s h  and American Tobacco T rades (Ann A rbor,
M ich., 1973) t I » 659; E liz a b e th  Donnan, "E igh teen th  Century Ehglish
1H8
M erchants: M icajah P e r r y ,” Jo u rn a l o f Economic and B usiness H is to ry ,
IV (1931- 1932 ) ,  70 - 9 9 .
John Randolph (c a . 1693-1737), k in g 's  a t to rn e y  o f  V irg in ia  and 
speaker o f th e  House o f B urgesses, "born a t  Turkey I s la n d  in  Henrico - 
County, was th e  most d is tin g u is h e d  law yer in  V irg in ia  in  th e  f i r s t  
h a l f  o f th e  e ig h teen th  cen tu ry . He was sen t to  Ehgland in  1728 to  
p re se n t th e  add ress  o f th e  V irg in ia  Assembly to  th e  king and t h e i r  
p e t i t io n  to  P arliam en t re q u e s tin g  re p e a l o f  an a c t  o f  P arliam en t p ro ­
h ib i t in g  th e  sh ipp ing  o f s tr ip p e d  tobacco . Again in  1732 he was sen t 
by th e  Assembly to  England to  recommend t h e i r  p lan  f o r  an excise  
c o l le c te d  th rough  a bonded warehouse system in  s u b s t i tu t io n  fo r  th e  
im port d u t ie s  on tobacco ( in  which he f a i l e d ) .  He was kn igh ted  in  1732, 




Alderman L ib ra ry , U n iv e rs ity  o f V irg in ia , C h a r lo t te s v i l le ,  m icro film , 
C o lo n ia l W illiam sburg Foundation , Research A rchives.
Mrs. H unter de B u tts ,  p h o to co p ies , C o lon ia l W illiam sburg Foundation , 
Research A rch ives,
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Foundation , R esearch A rchives.
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R esearch A rch ives.
New York H is to r ic a l  S o c ie ty , p h o to co p ies, V irg in ia  H is to r ic a l  S o c ie ty .
New York P u b lic  L ib ra ry , Bnmett C o lle c tio n , m icro film , C o lo n ia l W illiam s­
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